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INDEA bavs an estimated 716 snow leopards
with Ladakh reporting the maxinmum num-
‘ber 477 of these magnificent cats, the Unico
Fewiin it Minkstiy sald on Tiesday
The Wldlile Institute of Indis (WIT} car-
tled out the firsi-eser “Snow Leopand
Population Assessment inlndia (SPAT with
the-support of sl sneaw keopard rangse states
andtwo conservation pariners-- the Mature
Conservation Feundation, Mysuru, and
WWE-India — between 200% and 2023,
Environment Minister Biupender Yaday
redeased b repost during the Nat onal Boad
forWildlife mesting held here on Tuesday.

;First-ever estimation
718 snow leopards in In~:a; 477 of them in Ladakh: Centre

“The SPATis thegl e exer-
cise  that  reporTey o leaparnd
populatomolTiE in ndla,"” the Minksiry said.

The exercise systematically covered over
T per cent of the potentlal saow leopand
mange in the country, involving fores: and
willdiife stalf, iesearchers, wolinieers, amd
contributions from knowledge pariners.

TS AL nsed it step framenndcand
covered approsimately § 20,000 kin of cu-
cial snow leapard habitat across the s
Himalayvan region, ineluding Union terrize-
riesaof Ladakh and fammu and Kaskminand
States  such  as  Himachal  Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Sikkim, and Arunachal
Ireadesh, The firsl step nvalved evaluating
snowy leopard spatinl distribution, incorpe-

rating habitat covariates into the analysis,
and affgning with the guidelines of the
natlonal population assessment of sney
leopards in Indin by the Environment
Minksiry In 2019, This systematic appooach
inchuded assessing the spatiol distribution
thiatigh an oceupaney-based sanpling
approach inthe potential distibution moge.

I the second step, snow leapard ol
dance was estimated using cameratraps in
ench idemified stratified region,

During the SPAl exercise, total efforis
included 13,450 km of trads surveyed for
recording snow leapard signs and camesa
trape at 1,971 lecations for 160,000 tmp
nighes. S denpard nccupancy was recornds
ed inm 93,392 km?, with an estimated pres-

ente in L0081 km2 A total of 241 unique
snow leopards were photographed, Based
on data analysks, Ladakh has an estimated
477 snow |eopards, Utarkhand 124,
Himachal 'vadesh 51, Arunachal Pradesh
36, Sikkim 21, and Jammu and Kashmir 8,

hestcne lengand range in ndia rema ined
undefined undil recent vears due Lo a lack
ofextensive natinnwde assessments for i his
vilnerable species. Before 2016, approxi-
mattely onethind of the mnge gmoond
100,347 km2} received minimal research
attention, RFecent stilus sarveys base sig-
niflcamly mereased understanding, pro-
viding prefiminary information for 80 per
cent of the mnge Labout 749,745 km2], com-
pared 10 56 per cent in 2016,




Parliament’s Budget

NEW DELHI, Jan 30 (PTI)

THE Budget Session of
Parliament, the last of the pres-
ent Lok Sabha, begins on
Wednesdaywith anaddress by
President Droupadi Murmu to
a joint sitting, as the
Government sought coopera-
tion of opposition parties to
ensure the proceedings run
smoothly.

All eyes will be on the
President’s address and the
interim budget Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
presentsonFebruary 1, asthey
arelikely toofferaglimpseinto
the ruling BJP’s agenda for the
Lok Sabha polls, expected in
April-May. Following the cus-
tomary all-party meeting on
the eve the a session,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi said the

Government sought the coop-
eration ofall the parties for the
shortsession, evenas the main
opposition Congress raised
issuesliketheallegedattackon
Rahul Gandhi-led Bharat Jodo
Yatra in Assam, the alleged
“misuse” of probe agencies and
the Manipur situation.

Joshi said the main agenda
ofthe 17thLokSabha'sbrief ses-
sion, set to conclude on
February9, was the President’s
Address, the presentation of
the Interim Budget and the
debate onthe Motion of Thanks
onthePresident’s Addresswith
a reply by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Congress leader K Suresh
said the party would raise the
issue of unemployment, high
inflation, agrariandistress, and
the situation in ethnicviolence-
hit Manipur during the ses-
sion. Trinamool Congress
leader Sudip Bandyopadhyay
said the finance minister
should include the pending
duestoWestBengalonaccount
of various central schemes in
the Interim Budget.

“Itisunfortunate thata chief
minister has to sit on a dhar-
natodemandtimelyallocation
ofcentral duestothestate,” he
gaid.



THE Philippines and Vi
signed an agreement on
Tuesday on preventing and
managingincidentsin the dis-
puted South China Sea during
Philippine President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr’s visit to Hanoi.
Several countries, including
the Philippines and Vietnam,
arelockedinmaritime disputes
with China over its claims of
sovereignty over virtually the
entire South China Sea, one of
theworld’'s mostcrucial water-
ways for shipping, and high-
seas [ace offs between Chinese
and Philippine ships have
intensified over the past year

the contested waters, fuelling
fears of a wider conflict.

The PhilippinesandVietnam
agreed on Tuesday to increase
coordination on maritime
issues and work to promote
trust and confidence.

“Vietnam remains the sole
strategic partner of the
Philippines in the ASEAN
region,” Marcos said during a
meeting with his Vietnamese
counterpart, Vo Van Thuong,
referringto theregional group-
ingof South-east Asiannations.

He added that while mar-
itime cooperation was the
“foundation” for this partner-
ship, relations betweenthe two
nations had expanded.

ina Sea

The two countries also
signed a deal on Tuesday for
Vietnam to supply the
Philippines with 1.5 million to
2millionmetrictons(1.6t02.2
million US tons) of rice each
year at affordable prices.

Vietnamesericeaccounts for
85 per centofimported rice in
the Philippines and the two
countries agreed to create a
framework for ensuring stable
supplies. A rice shortage last
year, exacerbated by climate
change and some major pro-
ducers halting exports, result-
ed in prices soaring globally
including in the Philippines.

Marcos arrived in Hanoi on
Monday.



Baloch freedom fi
coordinated

B Militants fire 15
rockets at jail, enter
railway station

B 5 militants, 2 cops
killed in encounter

KARACHLI, Jan 30 (PTI)

AT LEAST five terrorists of a
banned groupwerekilled when
Pakistani security forces
thwarted at least three coordi-
nated attacks with rockets and
sophisticated weapons by mil-

itants on a high-security jail in
the country’s restive
Balochistan province, author-
ities said on Tuesday.

A senior police official said
atleast 15 rockets were fired at
the Central Mach Jail on
Monday night where some
dangerousmilitantsanddeath
row prisoners have beenincar-
cerated.

Balochistan's  caretaker
Information Minister Jan
Achakzai said the Pakistan
Army and Frontier
Constabulary Balochistanact-

rs launch 3
cks on Mach jail

ed swiflly to thwart the attacks
during the night.

“Five militants of the
Balochistan Liberation Army
were killed by security forces
during the attack,” he said.

“They fired rockets at the
Mach jail building but could-
n't hit the target,” he added.

Unconfirmed reportssaidat
least two policemen were killed
whilea truck driver was injured
in the attack but there was no
official confirmation of casu-
alties or injuries.

(Contd on page 5)
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* Rajat Pandit| Tnn

New Delhi: Indian warship
INS Sumitra rescued hi-
jacked Iranian-flagged fish-
ing vessel Al Naeemi with 19-
member Pakistani crew off

the east coast of Somalia late

on Monday night, thwarting
the second such piracy with-
in 36 hours. Navy also helped
Seychelles and Sri Lanka in-
tercept a third hijacked ves-

- selin theregion.

Referring to the Nav'y s
swift action in rescuing sever-
al merchant vessels hijacked
by pirates or hit by drone at-
tacks in recent days, external
affairs minister S Jaishankar

said India’s “greater capabili--

ty, our own interest and repu-
tation today warrant that we
acwally help in difficult situa-
tions” in the region.
“Wewillnotbe oons1dered
a responsible country if bad
things happen around our
nelghbourhood and we say I

- Navy rescues h
vith 19 Pak crew mie

Helps Seychelles, Lanka Intercept Ane

INS Sumltra rescued huacked Iraman ﬂagged fishing vessel Al Naeeml
with Pakistani crew members off east coast of Somalia on Monday

have got nothing to do with
this... People look at us much
more warmly and friendly as
a result of what we do now,”
Jaishankar said in Mumbai
on Tuesday.

India has independently
deployed an unprecedented

10-12 frontline warships in

Arabian Sea and Gulf of
Aden, amid the escalating
attacks by Houthi rebels of-
Yemen and Somali pIr’ates
that have disrupted mari-

time trade between Europe

-and Asia over the last few

months, as was ﬁrst report-
ed by TOI.

INS Sumita, a 2 200-tonne
offshore patrol vessel de-
ployed for anti-piracy oper-
ations in Gulf of Aden, had
intercepted hijacked Iranian-
flagged fishing vessel Iman
and ensured safe release of
her 17-member Iranian crew.
late on Sunday.

Thls action on high seas

| |acked

er Commandeered Trawler

had just about finished when
INS Sumitra responded to yet
another distress call, from Al
Naeemi. Intercepting the ves-
sel, the warship through “co-
_ercive posturing” and deploy-

"ment of her helicopter and

boatg with marine comman-
dos “compelled safe release

- of the crew and ship”, Navy

spokesperson Commander
Vivek Madhwal said.
“INSSumitrarescued two
hijacked fishing vessels and
36 crew (17 Iranian and 19 Pa-
kistani) within 36 hours in
the southern Arabian Sea,”
Commander Madhwal said.
In the third incident, Na-
vy collaborated with the Sey-
chelles Defence Forces and
Sri Lanka Navy in the suc-
cessful interception and res-
cue of hijacked Sri Lankan-
flagged fishing trawler Lo-
renzo Putha-04 and her six-
member crew around 955

" nauticalmiles eastpf Mogad-

ishu on Monday.
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Times News Nerwork

New Delhi: Stronger In-
dia-US cooperation will
act as a force-multiplier
for the rules-based world
order across the globe, de-
fence minister Rajnath
Singh said on Tuesday, in
the backdrop of China’s
strong-arm expansionist
tactics in the Indo-
Pacific region.
Terming India |
and the US as “nat-
ural partners” who
must move forward
together in strate- &
gic and business sectors
amid the current global
geopolitical scenario,
Singh said, “India and the
: US support a free, open
: and rules-based interna-
: tionalorder.” :
“Due to this, there is a

. lot of alignment in our
 strategic interests. Be-
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tionshipisa win-winprop- :
osition for both the coun- :
tries. The current rela- :
tionship is driven by twin
congruences of shared :
values and aligned inter- :
ests, which is a guarantee :
forlongsustainabilityand
robustness of the ties,” he :
said at a conference held :
by Indo-American Cham- :
ber of Commerce
conference.

e Our govern-
9 | ment has laid the
' groundwork for a :
strong and self-re- :
liant ‘New India’, :

and investments by the US

can play a vital role in real-
ising PM Modi’s vision of
‘Viksit Bharat’, Singh said.

He said our Aatmanirb- :
harta policy does not mean , :
cutting off from the global :
system, but is based on col-




