India’s gas dem

RISE 6% in

NEW DELHL J

INDIA'S natural gasdemand is
expected to rise by 6 per cent
in 2024 with a rise in con-
sumption in fertiliser units,
power generation and indus-
trial sectors, according to the
International Energy Agency
(IEA). Following the 7 per cent
year-on-yeardecline observed
in 2022, India’s primary gas
supply rose by 5 per cent in
2023, with growth primarily
driven by the petrochemical,
power generation, refineryand
industrial sectors.

“Natural gasdemand inIndia
isexpectedto increase by6 per
cent in 2024, mainly support-
ed by higher gas use in indus-
try (including in the fertiliser
sector) and stronger gas burn
in the power sector amid the
development of its national
pipelinegridandcity gasinfra-
structure,” IEA said Gas Market

: I[EA

Report released last week.

India’s natural gas demand
had risen to 64 billion cubic
meters in 2023. Liquefied nat-
ural gas (LNG) imports rose by
7 per centon the year to 29 bil-
lion cubic meterslastyear, with
import dependency at 44 per
centofthe nation'snatural gas
consumption. Domestic pro-
duction was up 6 per cent on
the year to 35 billion cubic
meters on the back of a rise in
output  from  Reliance
Industries’ KG-D6 block.

“We expect India to increase
its LNG imports in 2024 by 7
per cent, fuelled by demand
from the power and fertiliser
sectors, as the country plans
tostopimporting urea by 2025,”
[EA said. Natural gas extract-
ed from below surface and
seabeds is used to make fer-
tiliser, generate electricity,con-
vert into CNG to run automo-
biles, piped to households.



KATHMANDU, Jan 28YPTI)

NEPAL and China will sign the
implementation plan of the
Belt and Road Initiative “very
soon”, Deputy Prime Minister
Narayan Kaji Shrestha said on
Saturday, nearly seven years
after the twoneighboursinked
an agreement to undertake
ambitious  Beijing-backed
infrastructure projects in the
Himalayan nation.

“Once we sign the imple-
mentation plan, we will move
into the implementation
phase,” Shrestha, also the
Minister for Home Affairs said
whileaddressingan eventhere.

China tries to
lure France

BEUJING, Jan 28 (PTI)

CHINESE President Xi
Jinping has offered to“break
new ground” to give a fillip
to the China-France ties,
daysafterFrench President
Emmanuel Macron'’s high-

profile visit to India during

which the two countries
unveiled an ambitious
defence roadmap besides
intensifying cooperation.




Former Envoy To Afghan

Sachin.Parashar
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: After

months without an aﬁ?lltl,;gbsf
dorinIndia, China may final-
ly be ready to appoint its next
envoy, as Sino-Indian ties re-
main plagued by border is-
sues, not least the delayed
completion of the disengage-
ment and de-escalation proc-
ess in eastern Ladakh.

It is learnt that senior
diplomat Xu Feihong, who
has served as ambassador to
Afghanistan, is China’s pick
to head its mission here. Xu
hasalsobeen China’sambas-
sador to Romania and is cur-
rently posted as assistant
minister for foreign affairs.

The formalities for the ap-
pointment of the new envoy
are still not complete though
and it’s far from clear when he
will actually take office.

China’s previous ambas-
sador to India, Sun Weidong,
. had left in Oct 2022. The delay
in theappointmentof thenew
ambassador has come in the

DMGON‘S ENVOY: While India will be happy to receive the

|mages

ambassador, it's unlikely to make any significant or immediate
difference to the current state of relationship

middle of the most turbulent
phase in bilateral relations in
decades, sparked by the 2020
Galwan clashes and Beijing’s
reluctance, as India has re-
peatedly emphasised, to heed
bildteral agreements for bor-
der peace and tranquillity.
However while the border sit-
uation still remains abnor-
mal with haavy deployment
by both mdes‘ no violent con-
frontation has. been reported
mrecentmonth& -
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While India will be happy
toreceive the ambassador; it's
unlikely to make any signifi-
cant or immediate difference
to the current state of rela-
tionship, especially as India
heads to polls. The govern-
ment has continued to main-
tain that ties can’t be normal-
ised till China fully addresses
the, situation in eastern La-
dakh, whichresulted from the
2020 military standoff, and
foreign minister S Jaishan-

May Be Sent To Delhi

kar said in an interview to
TOI earlier this month that
India must show perseve
rance and endurance on Chi-
na. He added that beyond the
boundary issue, it's even
about how India is perceived
asastrategicentity Initsmili-
tary and diplomatic talks
with China tofully resolvethe
standoff in eastern Ladakh
India’s position has been that
the relationship can progress
only by maintaining peace
and tranquillity at the border
China says the border is-
sue should not be linked to bi-
lateral relations and points to
thefact thatthetwosideshave
achieved disengagement at
four places in eastern La
dakh. However, there are oth-
er places like Depsang and
Demchok where the stale
mate is yet to be broken. Bcr__
sides have held 20 rounds o
corps commander-level meet-
ing to resolve the standofl
with focus now on resolution
of the remaining issues and
maintenance of peace on the
ground in the interim.
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: missile attack on Fri-
o day on a tanker taking

Russian fuel through

: the Gulf of Aden may prove

to be'a defining moment for
an oil market that had pre-
viously been somewhat im-
mune to months of Houthi
militants’ attacks on
merchant trade.

Why the calm? Because
much of the oil flowing thro-
ugh the Red Sea and Suez Ca-
nal came from Russia and —
so the theory went— it might
be safe. The Houthis themsel-
ves signaled Russian ships
had nothing to fear, and Mo-
scow is an ally of their spon-

* sor Iran. Oil tankers general-

ly had been largely spared.
But Friday’s attack made

one thing clear: whatever as-

surances Yemen’s Houthis of-

fer, they don’t extend to a
ship’s cargo if the vessel it-

self hasevenatenuouslinkto
the US, UK or Israel. The Ho-
uthis had said they were tar-
geting Israeli assets because

: of the war in Gaza, and then
i extended their reach to US

and UK vessels after those

: untries launched airstrikes

inYemen.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Houthi hit on Russi:
forces traders to

‘No disruption in
flows to India’

New Delhi: The Red Sea
attacks have notimpacted the
flow of crude oil to India but
freight has gone up due to
rerouting via the Cape of Good
Hope, HPCL chairman Pushp
Kumar Joshi said. India, the
world’s third-biggest oil
importer, gets a bulk of its
Russian supplies throughthe
Red Sea. AGENCIES

de oil and fuel that has been
flowing through the Red Sea
toreach customersin Asiaco-
uld be at risk. And Russian
volumes matter to the global
market — despite sanctions
imposed because of Mo-
scow’s own war in Ukraine.
With oil prices popping about
$2 higher on Friday, here are
some of thequestions that oil
traders will be considering
when they return to their
desks on Monday morning. -

This is unlikely, either for
trade in general or t0 the flow

. of petroleum in particular

The decision to transitde-

pends mainly on four things:

assess risks

‘Auto, electronics
mfg vulnerable’

New Delhi: Longer
disruptions atthe Red Sea
trade route may hurt
manufacturing lines of sectors
like electronics, automobiles,
chemicals, consumer goods &
machinery, economic think
tank GTRI has said. It said
companies relyingon
just-in-time manufacturing
can be vulnerable. AGencies

#

the willingness of the owner,
that of the crew and the char-
terer —and profit.

Is Russian Oil a Target?
Probably not. The inter-
national maritime database
Equasis lists the manager of
the Marlin Luanda—thetan-
ker that got attacked —as a
firm called Oceonix Services
Litd. in London. For the Hout-
his, that may have been eno-
ugh of alink. But fuel on the
Marlin Luanda was different
toalot of Russian petroleum
in one crucial way: it was be-
inghauled using western ser-
vice providers as it was Prl-
ced within cap allowed by US
sanctions. BLOOMBERG
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---------------



.

,
C

%,

UN urges reversal of fy
by 9 nations as fan

France Says No New Funds For UNRWA For Noy

Doha/Geneva: UN officials

implored countries to reconsi-

der a pause in funding_for the

UN agency for Palestinians on

Sunday, vowing that any staﬂ'

found to be involved in Hamas

attack on Israel would be puni-
shed and warning that a}ti for
some two million people in Ga
za was at stake. At least 9 nati-
ons have paused funding for
the UN refugee agency for Pa-
lestinians (UNRWA) following
allegations by Israel that a doz-
en of its13,000 staff in Gaza we-
reinvolved in the Oct7 attack.

. The US, which is the agen-
cy’s largest donor, cut funding
over the weekend, followed by
eight other countries, inclu-
ding the UK, Germany and Ita-
ly. Together, the nine nations

provided nearly 60% of UNR-
WA's budget in 2022. On Sun-
day, the French foreign mini-
stry announced that France
has not planned a new payme-
nt to fund UNRWA in the first
quarter of 2024, but would deci-
de when the time comes what
action to take in conjunction
with UN and its main donors.
France called the aﬂegﬁuons
& jonally serious”. Howe-
V:’:‘.og%tl'gvay and lneland. said
they would continue t’undmg._
' “wWhile I understand their
concerns — I was myself horri-
fied by these accusations — I
strongly appeal to the govern-
mentsthathave suspended the-
ir contributions to, at least, gu-
arantee the continuity of UNR-
WA's operations,” UN secreta-
ry-general Antonio Guterres
! , VO
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Palestinians shelter at a tent camp in Rafah. Since the Oct 7 attacks, most
of Gaza's 2.3m people have become reliant on the aid UNRWA provides

Biden says 3 US service members killed in
drone hit in Jordan; Amman says in Syria
Washington: Three US servi- being evaluated for possible
cememberswerekilledanddo- traumaticbrain injury,aUS of-
zens wounded during an un- ficial said. The deaths marked
manned aerial droneattackon the first fatalities of US troops
US forces stationed in northe- in the region since war began
astern Jordan near the Syrian  in Gaza. Biden said the attack
border, President Biden and occurred on Saturday night.
US officials said Sunday. Howe- The attack is a major esca-
ver, a spokesman for Jordan’s lation of thealready tense situ-
government said the attack ation in West Asia. While the
was not on Jordanian soil but ' US has thus far maintained an
in Syria. Muhannad al Mubai-  official line that Washington is
dinsaidtheattackhadtargeted not at war in the region, it has
theUS Al-Tanf baseinSyria.  made strikes against Iran-ba-
Biden blamed Iran-backed cked Houthisthat have been at-
groups for the attack. “While tacking vessels in the Red Sea,
we are still gathering the facts “We will carry on their comm-
of this attack, we know it was itment to fight terrorism. And
carried out by radical Iran- haveno doubt-we will hold all
backed militant groups opera- those responsible to account at
tingin SyriaandIraq,”hesaid. a time and in a manner of our
At least 34 personnel were choosing,” Bidensaid. reuters

urged countriesto “reconsider - Gaza. With flows of aid like fo-
tl'\eirdecisiansbeforeUNRWA - od and medicine into the terri-
is fo spend its huma- tory just a trickle of pre-con-
othelsraeliallega- diseases as well as the

lion people have become relia-
nton theaid UNRWA provides.
A UN-appointed expert on the
right to food warned that fun-
ding cuts meant that famine
Wasnow “inevitable” in Gaza.
Egyptian foreign minister
Sameh Shoukry said the pause
would lead to more suffering
for Palestinians, “Is this action
linked to the policy of collecti-
ve punishment used against ci-
vilians in Gaza?” he said. The
Turkish foreign ministry also
urged countries that had pau-
sed funding to reconsider their
move. Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas ac-
cused Israel of leading an opp-
ressive campaign against the
agency. Hamas official Sami
Abu Zuhri said the Israeli ac-
cusations against UNRWA we-
reachallengetothe Internatio-
nal Court of Justice’s decision
that ordered Israel to prevent |
acts of genocide in Gaza.
UNRWA’s role has long be-
en criticised by Israel which al-
leges it has supported Hamas
for years — an allegation the
agency denies. Israel has not
yet publicly given details of
UNRWA staff members’ alle-
ged involvement in the attack |
onlIsrael. Guterres said 12 staff f
members had been implicated
and that nine had been termi-
nated, one was dead and the
identities of the other two were
being clarified. UNRWA was
set up to help refugees of the
1948 war at Israel’s founding
and provides education, health
and aid services to Palestini-
ans in Gaza, West BankigJor-
dan, Syria, and Lebanon. Even
beforeyrthe conflict, UNRWA
bl : m;e:fau;%n th
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Paris: W Burns, the head
of the US Central Intelligence

Agency, as well as top Egyptian,
Qatariand Israeliofficials were

in Paris on Sun-
day workmg to-
wards a ceasefi-
reinGaza,sour-
ces said. Fren-
~ch authorities
were also in to-
“uch W],th these

% chief Bu ms
| four natlons wlth the aim of ne-

" fm‘ the releaq
: shostasesu
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‘very weapons that Is- &
raeli forces have used to

1em. Israeli mllltary and in-
Iligence officials have conc-
ided that a significant num-
aof weapons used by Hamas
ame from an unlikely source:
elsraeli military itself.
~ For) analysts have po-
ated to underground smugg-
routes to explain how Ha-
‘stayed so heavily armed
espite an Israeli blockade of

n -umk weaponry out of the
sands of munitions that

RO

Nhere is Hamas ge’d

A 2021 photo of expluswes
engineers removing an unexploded
Israeli missile in Khan Younis. Such
unexploded ordnance is the main
source of explosives for Hamas,
say experts and officials

failed to detonate when Israel
lobbed them into Gaza, accor-

ding to weapons experts and Is-

ence
S gl armmg
vit] weapons sto- |

Whatmclear now isthatthe
very weapons that Israeli for-
ces have used toenforceablock-
ade of Gaza over the past 17 ye-
ars are now being used against
them. Israeliand American mi-
litary explosives have enabled
Hamas to shower Israel with
rockets and, for the first time,
penetrate Israeli towns from
Gaza. “Unexploded ordnance
is a main source of explosives
for Hamas,” said Michael Car-
dash, the former deputy head
of the Israeli National Police
Bomb Disposal Divisionand an

Israeli © police consultant.

| "Thgyarecurthig (

sraelimilitary bases. are being used, of co

from Israel, artillery
from Israel, and a lot ¢

tions typically fail to detonate,
but in Israel’s case, the figure

could be higher. One 750-pound
bomb that fails to detonate can
become hundreds of missiles

or rockets. The Israeli military
said that it was committed to
dismantling Hamas but did not
answer specific questions abo-
utthe group's weapons.

Israeli officials knew before
the October attacks that Hamas
could salvage some Israeli-ma-
de weapons. but the soope has

say that roughly 10% of muni-

ce of Hamas's money and wea-
pons. But other weapons, like

_anti-tank explosives, RPG war-

‘heads, thermobaric grenades
and improvised devices were
repurposed Israeliarms, accor-
ding to Hamas videos and rem-

namsuncuveredbylsme].m i
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