MUNBAL Dec 19 (PTI)

THE body ol a 43-year-old man
who was among the two miss-
ing passengers alter a Navy craft
rammed into their ferry off the
Mumbai coast, was found on
Thursday, police said.

The body was found near the
ferry, police satd. The death toll
in the tragedy has now gone up
to 14, Search operation contin-
ues 1o locate a seven-year-old
boy who is still missing a day
afterthe tragedy, a police official
added.

A naval helicopter and boats
ol the Navy and Coast Guard
were deployed on Thursday to
look for the missing passengers.
Eightboats, induding those [rom
the Navy and Coast Guard are
involved In the Search and
Rescue (SAR) operation, the offi-
cial said.

Of the 113 persons an boand
both the vessels, 13 died on
Wednesday and 98, including
two injured, were rescued.

Thereweresixpersonson board
the Navy craft, of which two sur-
vived, the official said.

Thirteen persons, including

Security personnel during a search operation for missing people a
day after a ferry-Navy craft collision in Mumbai, on Thursday.  (PTI)

rises to 14

Navy personnel and (wo con-
tractual naval employees, were
killed when the Navycraft dashed
against the passenger ferry ‘Neel
Kamal, carrying more than 100
passengers from the Gateway of
India to the Elephanta lsland, on
Wednesday aflernoon.

NAVY INSTITUTES ‘BOARD OF
INQUIRY': THE Indian Navy on
Thursday instituted a ‘Board of
Inquiry’ to probe the collision of
anavalboatanda passenger fer-

ry off the Mumbal coast a day
earlier which killed 13 persons,
including a naval sailor,

The Navy said Search and
Rescue (SAR) efforts had con-
tinued through the night of
December 18 - 19 in the vicini-
ty of the accident

Twopersonsfromthe ferrvare
still reported (o be missing and
SAR operations to this end are
in progress by eight Navy craft

and a naval helicopter aug-

MUMBAL, Dec 19 (PT1}

THE Mumbai police on
Thursday said the ferry 'Neel
Kamal' that capsized after being
hit by a Navy erall off the
Gateway of India had a capac-
ity of 90 passengers but had
over 100 persons on board.
Thirteen persons, including
Navy personnel and two con-
tractual navalemployees, were
killed in the accident on
Wednesday aflternoon and 98
were rescued, Accordinglothe
documents issued by the
Maharashtra Maritime Board
concerningtheboat, ithad per-
mission Locarry B4 passengers
and 6 crew members but the
ferry was carrying over a hun-
dred persons, a police official

Ferry was packed beyond capacity: Police

said. Police have gathered all
the documents related Lo the
boat, he said.

A case has been registered
against the Navy cralt driver at
the Colaba police siation, the
official said. The BNS sections
invoked in the FIR included
thoserelated to causing death
by negligence, actions that
endanger the personal safety
or life of others, rash or negli-
gent navigation of a vessel and
acts of mischiel that cause
wrongful loss or damage to
individuals or the public.

There were two German
nationals and one Canadian
on board ‘Neel Kamal' al the
time ol the mid-sea collision
and they were safely rescued,
he said.

mented bya Coast Guard vessel.
"A Board of Inguiry has been
ordered into the accident to
establish the facts of the case,”
the Navy said.
Navy chiel Admiral Dinesh K

Tripathi offered condolences to
the grieving families of those who
tragically lost their lives in the
accidentandwishedforaspeedy
and full recovery of those who

were injured.




Nepal to host first-ever
international balloon fes

KATHMANDU, Dec 19 (ANI)

NEPAL will host its ﬁrst -eyef International Balloon Festival
next week in the t spCapital of Pokhara in Central Nepal,
the organisers said oif Tuesday.

Addressinga pressconference, the organisers, Balloon Nepal
Pvt Ltd announced the commencement of the International
Balloon Festival along the Pame Phant of Pokhara commenc-
ing from December 24th, 2024, to January 1st, 2025.

“Taking the adventure tourismin Nepal to a new height, the
BYD International Balloon Festival is set to start from 24
December2024. Markingamilestonein the Himalayan Nation’s
adventure tourism-post-pandemic scenarionearly twodozen
balloons will soar high over 9 days on the sky of tourism cap-
ital,” a press release issued by the organisers read.

As per the organisers, the festival and the flights on the hot
airballoonwill give anew perspective of Pokhara's scenic beau-
ty to the attendees.

“A balloon that will take off from the Pame area will offer a
panoramic view of the Pokhara Valley, including the majestic
snow-capped ranges of Annapurna, Machhapuchhre, and
Dhaulagiri. The stunning sunrise and sunset views can be a
major attraction for the tourists,” Sabin Maharjan, organiser
of the festival briefed the media.



Forces bust camps of 2 hanned mi

IMPHAL, Dec 19 (PTI)

SECURITY forces busted camps
of two banned militant organi-
sations while conductingsearch
operations in Manipur's Imphal
East district, police said on
Thursday. A hideout of the
banned KangleiYawol Kanna Lup
(KYKL) at Makou Pourabi in
Imphal East district was busted
onWednesday duringwhich one
air gun, one mobile handset and
one bulletproof helmet were
seized, they said.

Another training camp of the
proscribed PREPAK also at
Makou Pourabi was destroyed

Area

IMPHAL, Dec 19 (PTI)

THE Union Ministry of Home
Affairs' has reimposed the
Protected Area Permil in
Manipur in view of security
concerns arising out of influx
from neighbouring countries,
aStateGovernment statement
said.
Thestatementissuedlateon
Wednesday night said, “With

this reimposition, the move-
ment of foreigners visiting
Manipur will be closely moni-
tored, and they are required to
obtain the necessary Protected
Area Permit (PAP) in accor-
dance with the Foreigners
(Protected Areas) Order, 1958.

It said the Centre has reim-
posed the Protected Area
Permit in Manipur, Nagaland
and Mizoram.

réanisations in Manipur

onWednesday duringwhich one
INSAS LMG magazine, bayonet,
five wooden dummy guns, two
walkie-talkie sets, and cartridges
were seized.

Police also arrested nine cadres
of the banned militant outfit
Kangleipak Communist Party
(Peoples’ War Group) duringthe
last two days lor their involve-
ment in extortion activities.

On Wednesday police arrest-
ed two members of KCP (PWG)
who were involved in extortion
activities from Mantripukhri
bazarinlmphal East districtand
recovered demand letlers and
cash receipt notes of the outfit.



US sanctions Pakistan’s aeros
proliferation of Iong-

WASHINGTON, Dec 19 (PTI)

THE United StatesonWednesday
slapped sanctions on four
Pakistani entities, including the
State-owned flagship aerospace
and defence agency -- National
Development Complex (NDC) -
- on charges of them contribut-
ing to Pakistan’s ballistic missile
programme.

Inlight of the continuing pro-
liferation threat of Pakistan’s
long-range missile development,
the United States is designating
four entities forsanctions which
targets proliferators of weapons
of mass destruction and their
means of delivery, the State

ition m the NDC, the
ree other entitiesare Akhtarand
Sons Private Limited, Affiliates
International and Rockside
Enterprise. All threeare based in
Karachi, while the NDC is in
Islamabad.

The NDC has worked to
acquire items in furtherance of
Pakistan’s long-range ballistic
missile programme -- including
special vehicle chassisintended
to be used as launch support
equipment for ballistic missiles
and missile-testing equipment.

The United Statesassesses that
the NDC is responsible for
Pakistan’s development of bal-

listic missiles, induding the SHA-
HEEN-series ballistic missiles,
the State Department said.

Akhtar and Sons Private
Limited hasworked fortheNDC
to supply a range of equipment
to Pakistan’s long-rangeballistic
missile programme. Affiliates
International has facilitated pro-
curement of missile-applicable
items for the NDC and others in
support of Pakistan’s ballistic-
missile programme.

Rockside Enterprise has
worked for the NDC to supply a
rangeofequipmenttoPakistan’s
long-range ballistic missile pro-
gramme, the State Department
said.




After talks, China hlghllghts broade

Both nation
BEUING, Dec 19 (PTI)
AS NATIONAL Security Advisor

Ajit Dovalleft Beijing after hiscru-
cial talks with Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi to normalise
ties, ChinaonThursday said that
the readouts issued by both
countries after the talks shared
“very much similar gist and ele-
ments” highlighting broader
CONSensus.

Special Representativesfor the
border question, Wang and
Doval, held “substantive talks”
and reached a six-point “con-
sensus” on the China-India
boundary questionina“positive
and constructive attitude,”
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Foreign Ministcyg#pokesperson
Lin Jian tolg¥ media briefing
hgre whi®Teplying toa question
ontie outcome of talks.

“Thetwosides' readoutsshare
very much similar gist and ele-
ments,” he said.

After the talks, Chinasaid asix-
point consensus was reached
between the two sides.

Lin said thatitis important to
channel the two countries'
respective valuable resources
into development and revitali-
sation, make sure that the bound-
ary question is appropriately
placed in bilateral relations,
jointly maintain peace and tran-
quillity in border areas, andstrive
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to bring China-India relations
backtoahealthyandsteady track
alan early date.

Dovalleft BeijingonThursday.
TheSpecial Representatives dia-
logue was regarded as signifi-
canl as it was the first structured
engagement between the two
countries after relations were
frozen for over four years due to
the military standoff in eastern
Ladakh.

Constituted in 2003 to com-
prehensively address the vexed
dispute of the India-China bor-
der spanning 3488 km,
Wednesday's meeting, whichwas
held aftera gap offive years, was
the23rd conference between the

Dnsensus to improve ties
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two countries.

Commenting on the talks,
LongXingchun, aprofessor from
the School of International
Relations at Sichuan
International Studies University,
said the resumption of the
Special Representatives' meet-
ingsendsasignal that both sides
are willing and confident to
resolve borderdisputes through
peaceful negotiations.

The meeting is beneficial for
fostering mutual trust between
the two countries and con-
tributes to the maintenance of
peace and tranquillityinthe bor-
der regions, Long told Global
Times.
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Commerce Ministry
repeat of 2011 tr

NEW DELHI, Dec 19 (PTI)

THE Commerce Ministry this
time around may witness a repeat
of 2011 when a discrepancy of
about USD 9 billion was detect-
edinthetrade data for the April-
November period.

This time, the issue involves
suspected errors in calculating
gold import figuresfor November
2024. In 2011, there was over-
reporting of export data on
account of miss-classifications
and double counting due to
problems in the computer soft-
ware, which wasgettingupgrad-
ed. Noticing an unusual surgein
the gold imports in November
this year, pushing the country’s
trade deficit to a record, a com-
merce ministry official on
Wednesday said that DGCIS
(Directorate  General of
Commereial Intelligence and
Statistics) has taken up detailed
examination of the gold import
data and reconciliation would
be done with the data received
by CBIC (Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs).

The country’s gold imports in
November reachedarecordhigh
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of USD 14.86

lyonaccount of
festival and
wedding
demands. The PGS
jump in gold [[EFSEES
imports pushed "
thetradedeficit |
(the difference
between imports and exports)
to a record USD 37.84 billion in
November.

Trade experts and jewellers
have mixed opinionson the mat-
ter, with some suspectling a pos-
sible error in the data compila-
tion, whileothersarestatingthat
double-countingis“very” unlike-
ly. The downward correction in
import data, if any, would lower
the trade deficit figures, they
added. *The gold import datain
November looks different. It
should not be this much high,”
an official of the gems and jew-
ellery industry said.

However, a trade expert said
that it is “very” unlikely that the
bill of entry data has been dou-
ble-counted. Economic think

1 tank GTRI said
there is specu-
lationthat some
gold imported
may have been
double-count-
ed. However,
gold entering
the Indian bor-
der through a
billofentryfiled
at  Customs
aloneisthe country'simport, the
Global Trade Research Initiative
(GTRI) said, adding that move-
ments within the country, such
as for use in SEZs, EOUs (export
oriented units), or Gift City,
should not qualify as imports
and should not be included in
total import data. “DGCI&S and
CBIC may need to verify if there
hasbeenany deviation from this
practice. The Government must
address these concerns to ensure
trust in data integrity,” GTRI
founder Ajay Srivastava said.

A major challenge for eco-
nomic analysts is the lack of
detailed data, he added.

“While India has an excellent
system for capturing and shar-
ing trade data at a granular lev-

nossible

e data error

el, itsproduction data, managed
by MOSPI (Ministry of Statistics
and Program Implementation) or
ASI{Annual Survey of Industries),
is outdated and cannot be inte-
grated with radedata. This leaves
trade negotiators withouta clear
understanding of domestic pro-
duction performance for specil-
ic products,” Srivastava said.

Exportsand imports take place
mainly from two places-- airports
and seaports. SEZ (special eco-
nomic zones) numbers are
counted separately as these
zonesare treated as foreign enti-
ties in terms of provisions relat-
ed to customs.

All exportersfill shipping bills
as per customs rules before a
consignment is ready for
imports/exports, Export data is
collected from that billas all the
details are there. And forimports,
there is a bill of entry.

Thereisa process ofonline fill-
ingolshipping bills/bills of entry
through the customs portal.
There are various export points
in India. Units in SEZ follow the
processthrough their portalinte-
grated with the customs plat-
form.



