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armed forces have gro-

Wn robustly despite anti-cor-

ruption investigations that ha-

ve shaken the People’s Libera.
tion Army at its highest levels
the Pentagon said Wednesday,
China’s navy “continues to
develop into a global force, gra-
dually extending its operatio-
nal reach beyond East Asia”
thedefencedepartmentsaidin
an annual report assessing Be-
ijing’s military strength. It sa-
id China also seemed to be ex-
ploring production of convent-
ionally armed intercontinent-
al ballistic missiles, which wo-
uld give it another option — al-
ongside its 135 or so nuclear
long-range missiles — that co-
uld beused to threaten the US.
China doesn’t disclose how
many nuclear weapons it has.
The Pentagon reportestimates
that it has added about 100 nu-
clear warheads since last year,
bringing its stockpile to more
than 600 by mid-2024. That is
stillmuch smaller thanthears-
enals of the US and Russia, but
China appearstobeon track to
deploy over 1,000 warheads by
2030, the report said. Russia
and the US each deploy 1,550
strategic N-weapons under a
treaty that could expire in 2026,
The Pentagon report may

feed into calls for the incoming
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armed ICBM, which would give it another option — alongside its 135 or
s0 nuclear long-range missiles — that could be used to threaten the US

Trump administration to foc-
us on China’s rising military
strength, even as the US grapp-
les with Russia’s war in Ukrai-
ne and turmoil in West Asia.
The Pentagon said China
seemed to have finished const-
ructing three missile fields wi-
th 320 launch silos in its north-
ern deserts and had placed mi-
ssiles in some of thesilos. It sa-
id China’s rocket force was bu-
ilding dozens more silos to
house Dongfeng-5 interconti-
nental missiles, each of which
can rain multiple warheads.
The advances reportled by
the Pentagon came despite re-
cent corruption scandals in
the Chinese military. In June,
p Jeaders officially accu-
sed two recent Chinesedefence
ministers — Gen, Li Shangfu
and Gen, Wei Fenghe — of ta-
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king bribes and selling milita- :
ry promotions. Last year, Xi :
abruptly replaced two com- :
manders of the PLA's Rocket :
Force, which controls nearly :
allof China’snuclear missiles. :
Some of the graft may’'ve :
involved the silos built for mis-
siles, but any issues with com- :
promised silos have probably :
been addressed, the report sa-
id. It did not say how US offici-
als reached those conclusions.
Much of China's military
planning is focused on Talwan.
Beijing has long said that they
want to peacefully absorb Tai-
wan into China, but it alsosays
that it may resort to war. But
the report concluded that Chi-
na remains some distance -
om beingable toconfidently co-
nsider invading, eiting 1ts U
ban warfare shortcomings. NYT
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Stricter Site-Visit
Verification Norms

Lubna Kably | rn

! I ‘1;:;; (l}?-id;ll; ;ddminisn'ati-
n Tuesday night in-
troduced some ;fst-mi-
nute measures to modernise
the H1B programme. The fi-
nal rules redefine specialty
Occupation criteria, provide
benefits like deferring to pr-
lor adjudications, and enhan-
ce integrity measures such as
rigorous site visit protocols.

Therules are set to take ef-
fect from Jan 17, 2025 — three
days before the Trump admi-
nistration takes over, making
immigrationexpertsuncerta-
in about its longevity.

The first rule redefines spe-
cialty occupation, offering mo-
re flexibility to employers. It
clarifies that an occupation
‘normally’ requiring a bach
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occupation
must be a logical
connection between
educational degree
and job requirement

requirement of

the client will determine
whether the job is a specialty
occupation eligible for

H-1B visa

€ Deference rule | USCIS
will defer to prior approvals
~ if facts remain the same,
say while processing an
application for H-1B

visa extension

Greg Siskind, immigration at-
torney, said: “1 am extremely
happy that the DHS has finally
put in the regulations that they
will defer to earlier determina-
tions on issues like whether a
job is a specialty occupation or
a worker has demonstrated
they have suitable qualifica-
tions for the posifion. Given
many H-1B workers are waiting
years and years for their green
cards, therisk that an immigra-
tion officer could overturn an
earlier decision despite no evi-
dence of fraud or misrepresen-

© site visits | More
stringency, site visits can be
conducted at any location
where the H-1B worker works, ~ PAtion wasdaunting

has worked or will work
© Bonafide H-1B

| While detailed
itineraries of the H-1B workers
will not be sought, evidence
such as contracts may need

And finally, the formalisa-
tion of the Fraud Detection
and National Security site vi-
sit programme represents
another cornerstone of the
new rules. Rajiv 8 Khanna,
managing attorney at Imm-

to be provided | igration.com said, “The regu-

their relevance. Cyrus D Meh-
ta, immigration attorney told
TOL “The need to show only a
logical connection between the
degree and duties rather than
an ‘exact correspondence’ sho-
uld resolve several concerns.”
IT service and consultancy
companies, which typically
depute their H-1B workers to
client sites, will also need to ta-
ke into cognisance the new ru-
le. Mitch Wexler, partner at
immigration law firm

lations create a three-pronged
petitioner (sponsoring emplo- framework of scrutiny: enha-
yer), wouldbeconsideredmost nced site inspections that can
relevant when determining occur anywhere H-18 workers
whetherthe positionisaquali- areplaced, comprehensive do-
fying specialty occupation.” cumentation requirements
Regulatory changes are forthe entire contractual cha-
crucial for the Indian diaspora  in between staffing compani-
too. According to TOI's analy- es and end clients, and a rede-
sis, in FY 2023 (ended Sept 30, finition of how USCIS will
2023), Indians were allotted evaluate specialty cccupation
68,825 initial employmentvisas requirements for staif place-
which was nearly 58% of theto- ment at third-party worksl-
tal allotment. Visa extensions ~tes.” As regards provms_tha‘:
were approved for 21 lakh Indi- bona fide job exists, Whm&m
ans (79%) of the total exten- requirement for

and codified.






India, China agree on
~ peace roadmap, O-point

consensus to

New Delhi: India and China
took a significant step forw
towards further normalis
of ties as their Speci -
sentatives (SRs), N t Do-
val and foreign minister Wang
Yi, held talks for the first time
: 1n five years under the SR for-
matand, accordingtoan Indian
readout, positively affirmed
the implementation of the Oct

21 disengagement agreement,
resulting in patrolling and gra-
zing in “relevant areas”, re-
ports Sachin Parashar.
They discussed ways to en-
sure peace on the ground so
that border issues don’t hold
back “normal development” of
bilateral ties. The two sidesalso
reached a six-point consensus
that included resumption of
Kailash Mansarovar pilgrima-

ge in Xizang (Tibet).
w on P16

iﬁglhasn’t eased
LAC buiid-up: US

New Delhi: China has notsca-
led down its huge military pre-
sence along the LAC with India
since the Galwan Valley clash
in June 2020, USdepartmentof :
defence said on Wednesday, ad- :
ding PLA remains focused on :
developing capabilities to dis- :
suade, deteror defeatany third-
party intervention in the enti-
re Indo-Pacific region, reports
Rajat Pandit. “PLA has not
drawn down its positions or
troop numbers since the 2020
clash and has built infrastruc-
ture and support facilities to
maintain multiple brigade de-
ployments along the LAC,” sa-
id Pentagon annual report on

~ China’smilitary capabilities.
bcontlnuod onP16
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Survey ship
INS Nirdesh
inducted

na zag

New Delhi: The Navy com-
missioned its latest survey
ship INS Nirdeshak, which is
equipped with state-of-the-art
hydrographic and ocean-
ographic survey equipment,
at the naval dockyard in Vi
sakhapatnam on Wednezsday:.
The 110-metre-long ship,
with a displacement of 3,800

tonnes, was commissioned in
%mi tetar

nce of junior defence
Sanjay Seth and East-

. ern Naval Command chief Vice
g Admiral Rajesh Pendharkar.

INS Nirdeshak, which has

' an indigenous content of over

. 80%, is the second of the four

suchlargesurvey vessels being
built at GRSE in Kolkata under

. aRs2435crore contract, inked

in Oct 2018. The first ship, INS

. Sandhayak, was = commis-
. sioned inFebthisyear

“‘I--'?.'I"'l'_it'l -_-u:.-tn-uo sssmames

‘Seth said such highly spe-
cialised ships play a vital
role in charting the oceans,
while also acting as credible
maritime diplomacy tools by
undertaking missions for

i friendly countries.

The Navy said INS Nir-
deshak will “contribute sig-

nificantly to security and en-

vironmental health” of theIn-
an Ocean Region as well as
engthen India’s leadership
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. 'he two sides, according
to Beijing, agreed on a
. “step by step” road-
map, which would entail ad-
dressing the easy issues first
before moving on to those
more contentious, for taking
therelationship forward.

Chinese ambassador Xu

Feihong said the two sides,
that met in Beijing, reached
the six-point consensus that
included resumption of Kai-
lash Mansarovar pilgrimage
in Xizang (Tibet), cross-bor-
der river cooperation and
trade at the Nathu La Pass.
China described the “hard-
won” talks as constructive,
with Wang saying the SR en-
gagement was an important
and timely step towards the
implementation of the con-
sensus reached by PM Modi
and President Xi J inping in
Kazan (Russia) in Oct.
Indian govt said Doval
and Wang also provided
“positive directions” for
cross-border
and exchanges including re-
sumption of the Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra, data
| sharing on trans-border riv-

cooperation

NSA Ajit Doval with Chinese
foreign minister Wang Yi in
Beijing on Wednesday

Indian govt said Wang

" and Doval reiterated the im-

portance of maintaining a
“political perspective” of the
overall bilateral relation-

‘ship, while seeking a fair,

reasonable and mutually ac-
ceptable framework for set-
tlement of the boundary
question. They resolved to
inject more “vitality” into
this process. “They agreed
on the salience of stable, pre-
dictable and amicable India-
China relations for regional

and global peace and pros-

per})ty,” said govt,

oval and Wang also un-
derlined the importance of
maintaining peace and tran-

" gi}ﬂlityin theborder areas to

promote overall develop-
ment of the India-China bi-
lateral relationship, accord-
ingto the Indian side.

The SR engagement,
which last took place in Dec
2019, followed the Oct thaw
that saw India and China
completing the disengage-
ment process at the remain-
ing friction points — Dep-
sang and Demchok —in east-
ern Ladakh. This was also
the first high-level visit from
India to China since the east-
ern Ladakh border standoff
that started in May 2020.

“Drawingonthelearnings
from the events of 2020, they
discussed various measures
to maintain peace and tran-
quillity on the border and ad-

vance effective border man-

agement. They decided to use,

- coordinate and guide the rele

vant diplomatic and military
mechanisms towards this
purpose,” said the Indian
readout. India has said that af
ter disengagement, it’s going
to focus on de-escalation and
effective management of bor-
der activities. Doval als0
called on Chinese Vice Prest
dent Han Zheng and invited

Wang to India for anothe’ -

round of SR talks,

.| = A




