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Canada political
crisis deepens,
PM Trudeau
faces fres

. Dec 17 (IANS)

CANADIAN Prime Minister

Justin Trudeau faced fresh
calls for resignation, hours
after Deputy Prime Minister
Chrystia Freeland quitin a
surprise move after dis-
agreeing with him over US
President-elect Donald
Trump's tariff threats.

A third of the ruling
Liberal Party’s MPs have
called for a change in lead-
ership in Canada further
deepening the political cri-
sis in the country.

On Monday evening,
Canadian media outlets
reported that Trudeau has
not yet decided whether he
will continue as Prime
Minister or resign. The
number of rebel MPs who
have sought his ouster has
grown to nearly 60 of the
153-strong caucus in the
House of Commons.

Freeland also stepped
down as Canada's Finance
Minister, and her resigna-
tion marked the first open
dissent against Prime
Minister Trudeau from
within his cabinet threaten-
ing his hold on power.

Liberal Party leader
Trudeau lags 20 points in
polls behind his main rival,
Conservative Pierre
Poilievre, who has tried
three times since
September to topple the
Trudeau Government and
force a snap election.

“Our country today faces
a grave challenge,” Freeland
said on social media plat-
form X in her resignation
letter, pointing to Trump's
planned 25 per cent tariffs
on Canadian imports.
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Give legal guarantee t0

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A parliamentary
panel on Tuesday recom-
mended legal guarantee to
procurementof cropsatmin-
imum support price (MSP),
introduction of a scheme to
waive debt of farmers and
farm labourers, and increas-
il}g the financial support
given under the PM-Kisan
from existing Rs 6,000 per an-
num to Rs 12,000 annually.
Though these suggesti-
ons are merely recommen-
datory innature, the panel —
standing committee on agri-
culture, animal husbandry
and food processing — in its
report sought to flag all the
issues which have been dom-
inating the farmers’ de-
mands for the last four years.
The panel, headed by
Congress Lok Sabha mem-
ber Charanjit Singh Channi,
suggested that the financial
support, given to farmers
under the PM-Kisan scheme,
should be extended to tenant

ntly, the scheme I
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and farm labourers.
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The parliamentary panel, headed by Congress LS MP Charanijit Singh Channi,

recommended that a National Commission for Minimum Living Wages for farm
labourers be established at the earliest to provide them their long-due rights

surrounding agricultural
reform and farmers welfare,
the report said, “Since the
Committee believe that im-
plementing a robust and le-
gally binding MSP in the
country could play a crucial

that financial support,

iaby providingfi-
bility, protecting

The committee also
urged the govt to enhance al-
location to agriculture espe-
cially to improve productivi-
ty It noted that though the da-
ta showed that the depart-
ment of agriculture and
farmers welfare got higher
allocations in  absolute
amount from 2021-22 to 2024-
95,its percentageshare inthe
total central plan outlay wit-
nessed decline from 3.53% in

9020-21 to 2.54% in 2024-25.
Besides making these rec-

ommendations, the panel

urged govttoexplore possibil-

Universal Crop Insurance to
gmall farmers with land hold-
ing of up to two hectares on
the lines of the central govt's
health insurance scheme,
being provided toall citizens.
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NTA to he restructured in 2025

NEW DELHI, Dec 17 (PTI)

THE NTA will n ct any
recruitment exams from 2025,
instead focusing only on higher
educationentrancetests, Union
Education Minister

ductanyrecruitmentexamsfrom
next vyear,” Pradhan told
reporters. He clarified that the
Common University Entrance
Test- Undergraduate (CUET-UG)
would continue to be held once
a year.

Dharmendra Pradhan
announced on Tuesday.
The agency will be
restructured next year
and new posts are being
created, he added.

The move is part of
examination reforms based on
the recommendationsof a high-
level panel setup earlier this year
following alleged leaks in the
National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET) medical
entrance exam and aseries of can-
cellations of others due to sus-
pected leaks and other glitches.
The Education Ministry is also
in conversation with the Health
Ministryon conducting NEET in
the traditional pen-and-paper
mode or switch to a Computer
Based Test (CBT).

“The National Testing Agency
(NTA) will be limited to con-
ducting only entrance exams for
higher education and not con-

The high-level panel
headed by former Indian
Space Research
Organisation (ISRO)
chiel R Radhakrishnan
noted that the NTA out-
stretched itself to
accommodate diverse requests
from many test indenting agen-
cies for handling end-to-end
operations of tests.

“The NTA should primarily
conduct entrance examinations.
Enhancing its scope for other
examinations may be considered
after the capacity of the NTA is
augmented,” the panelsaid inits
report.

Suggestingrestructuringofthe
NTA, the committee recom-
mended 10 specific
verticals, headed at the director
level. The verticals will be relat-
ed to technology, products and
operations, test security andsur-
veillance.




DRDO should expand R&D

NEW DELHI, Dec 17 (PTD

UNDERLINING that the ongo-
ing conflict in the international
arena has revealed the “hazards
of a hybrid warfare”, a parlia-
mentary panel has recommend
that the DRDO should expand
its ReD effortsto enhance com-
bat readiness against any non-
conventional warfare and secu-
rity threats.

In its repori tabled in
ParliamentonTuesday, the com-
mittee has noted "with concern
that out of 55 projects, 23 were
not completed within the stipu-
lated time".

“Although, 571 projects worth
Rs 34161.58 er have been suc-
cessfully completed and closed
during the last 10years (1 Jan 2012
-- till date), with respect to proj-
ects which were partially suc-
cessful or unsuccessful, eight
such projects worth Rs 770.31 cr

were stage closed during this
period," the report said.

The report of
Parliamentary
Committee on Del
-- ‘Action Taker
Government of
Observaltio
Recommendations containedin
the Forty-Second Report (17th
Lok Sabha) of the Standing
Committee on Defence on the
subject-- A Review of the Working
of the Defence Research and
Development  Organisation
(DRDO)".

The committee in iis report
recalled that in its 42nd repont
(17th Lok Sabha), it was of the
opinion that the DRDO should
establish their research labora-
tories in premier institutes of
technologiessuch as the [TTs and
NS¢, Bengaluru so that students
having interest in defence and
military technology can be moti-

the

vated to underfg further
research in the ;
i s the defence min-

submitted that in
to the recommenda-
ol the committee, the DRDO
as instituted various DRDO
Industry Academia-Centre of
Excellence (DIA-COE) invarious
ITTs, NSC and central universi-
ties across the country for
research engagement with aca-
demia and indusiries, it said.

Thecommitteesaiditexpress-
es its "satisfaction at the extant
mechanism” in DRDO for
research engagement with aca-
demia and industries.

It further said that the panel
in its “original report had also
urged the DRDO o focus more
on new and emerging areas of
technology applicationssuchas
artificial intelligence (Al and
robotics” for furthering their
research-base and also explor-

rts: Parlt panel

ing the possibility of Al's appli-
cation in various systems and
sub-systemsdeveloped by them.

“Further, the committee feel
that the ongoing conflict in the
internationalarena hasrevealed,
to a great extent, the hazards of
ahybridwarfare, withboth kinet -
ic and non-kinetic operations,
Keeping in view such drastic

kinetic warfare as well as anti-
drone capabilities including sea
drones and interceptive drones
by according highest priorities
inorder 1o enhance our combat
readiness against any non con-
ventional warfare and security
threats,” it added.

Under the ‘Recommendation
(Para No. 7), thepanel shared its
transformation in the warfare  earlierrecommendationand the
technology, the Committee feel  reply of the Ministry.
that there is a need for fer- b' ey Vi Sowd § Wk Expeprzsio, 3 oo 0
vid focus on research and  Beae Jesiiet ol ] S
development in the field of LEETAAT e L
hybrid warfare, especially
kinetic and nen-kinetic
warfare,” the report said.

“Therefore, the commit-
tee recommend that the
DRDO, in collaboration
with academiaand indus-
tries, should further broad-
base their R&D efforis to
include areas such as
hybrid, kinetic and non-
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Gen Highest-Profile

To Be Killed Insi

Moscow Launchgs Terr

Probe Into Assaksi

15 Security Servi-

ce, or S_BU!_ has clalmed

responsibility for killi-
ng Lt General Igor Kirillov, 54,
an military’s nuclear and che-
mical weapons protection fore-
ﬁ.mambmmm\u_ .
y's attack was triggered remo-

Lt Gen Igor Kirillov was charged in
absentia by the SBU for ‘ordering
the use of banned chemical

died inoccupied Ukraineorne-
ar front line, he is the highest-
ranking military official to ha-
vebeen killed inside Russia.
An official with the SBU,
whospokeon condition of anc-
nymity, described Kirillovasa
swar criminal and an entirely

SBU for “ordering

s charged inabsen-

n

has in accused Kyiv of
using toxicagents in combat.
Kirillov, who took his eur-
rent job in 2017, was one of the
most high-profile figures to le-
vel those accusations. He held
numerous briefings to aceuse
the Ulgraini:m military of nsi-
ng toxicagentsand planningto
launch attacks with radioacti-
ve substances — claims that
Ukraine and its Western allies
rejected as propaganda. Kiril-
lov, who once headed a Russian
military academy was promi-
nent in Russia’s propaganda
campaign against Ukraineand
the West. In 2023, for instance,
he said that the US was plan-

- ningtousedrones “designed to
> spread infected mosquitnes.”

As the head of Russia's ra-
dioactive, chemical and biolo-
gical defence forees, Kirillov
helped develop a thermobaric
rocket launcher, the TOS-2.
The Russian military freque-
ntly reports its use in Ukraine.

The SBU official provided
video that they said was of the
bombing. [tshows twomen lea-
ving a building shortly before
a blast fills the frame. Russia’s
top state investigative agency
said it's looking into Kirillov's
death asacaseof terrorism.

Since Russia invaded, seve-
figures have be-

itary Officia
ssia Since War

operatives present on Iranian soil
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A few notable recent assassinations done remotely

july 21, 2024 | Ismail Haniyeh

Israeli intelligence Mossad kills Hamas
political chief in Tehran by planting a bomb
in his room and detonating it remotely by

>

Nov 27,2020 | Mohsen Fakhrizadeh
\\ Iran's top nuclear scientist, Mohsen

\| Fakhrizadeh, dies of gunshots fired from
a truck-mounted
to a remote-controlled robotic apparatus,
according to an NYT report

machine gun attached

Self-proclaimed
Donetsk
People's
Republic leader
dies In Ukraine
ina bomb
explosion in a cafe, device was
planted above the door Inside
and activated remotely

n

Feb 14,2005 |
Rafiq Hariri
Former Lebanese
PM dies as a truck
bomb blast hits
his motorcade,
leaving a massive crater and
ripping the facades of the
surrounding buildings. 21

others die in blast; according g

to some reports, explosives
remotely triggered to ensure
precision timing

Sept 17-18 | Pager Attack

been booby-trapped by Israel

37 DIE, thousands hurt in Lebanon by coordinated
e:phshnulpng«smﬂmlh-ﬂh believed to have
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Trump says letting Kyiv use long-range
US missiles stupid, may reverse decision

Palm Beach: US President-
elect Donald Trump on Mon-

that he may re-
verse President Joe Biden's re-
cent decision to allow Ukraini-

gibility — certainly not just
weeks before 1 take over
Trump said during at & wide-
ranging news conference at
his Mara-Lago resort. “Why
would they do that withoutas-
king me what [ thought? 1 wo-
uldn’t have had him do that I
think it wasabigmistake.”
Asked if he would consider
reversing the Biden administr
atlon decision, Trump respon-
ded: “Tmight. [thinkit wasave:

rystupid thingtodo." The Whi

te House pushed back on True
mp's criticism, noting that the

Berlin: Nato has taken over
the coordination of Western :
military aid to Ukraine from :
theUS, as planned, asourcesa: ;
id on Tuesday, ina move wide- :
lyseenasaimjngtosaf rd
thesupport mechanism agaln- :
st Natosceptic Donald Trump. :
The step gives Natoamore :
direct role in the war against :
Russia's invasion while stop- :
pingwellshortoi‘ committing 3
its own forces. Diplomats, ho-
wever, acknowledge that the :
handover to Nato may havea }
limited effect given that the &
US under Trump could sul_l
deala majoraethacktoukrar |
nebyslashingits supportas it
is the alliance’s dominant po-
wer and provides the majori-
ty of armsto Kyiv. ap
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