: Dhaka: The next nationa
alections in Bﬂ)gladesh are
likely to be hel between the
e:;d of 2025 and the first half
oI 2028, the interim govt's
chief adviser Muhammad
Yunus announced on Mon-
dax addressing growing ex-
mﬁonsﬁarapollmadmap

In 2 televised speech to
the nation bn Vijay Diwas,
which commemorates Pakis-
En military’s surrender to
Indianforcesthatled tothe li-
beration of Bangladesh in
971, Yunus emphasised the
Importance of completing
major reforms before hol-
ding the polls. “T have repea-
tadly urged all stakeholders
% prioritise reforms before
theelections,” hesaid.

= if — with politi-
c.elmnmzs—-wemnpmoe
edwitha flawless voter listand
minor reforms, elections co-
uld take place
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Yunus' press secretary said his ‘job
will be over by June 30, 2026, a hint
on the length of interim govt's term

026:

Yunus skips Mujibur's

name in V-Day speech

C hiefadviser Muhammad
Yunusin his speech marking
the 54th Victory Day on Monday
made no mention of founding
father Mujibur Rahman while
calling deposed PM Sheikh Hasi-
na's administration the “world’s
worstautocratic govt”. It was a
sharp departure from previous
addresses. Critics accuse his
interim govt oftrying to erase
Mujibur’s legacy and leadership
in1971. Also deviating from tra-
dition, Bangladesh did not stage
aVictory Day Paradein the cap-
ital. Inastatement op Sunday,
Hasina called Yunusa “fascist»
andalleged that the majp, aim of
dispensation led by him
tosuppress the spiritofthe
Liberation War, She accused
hiq1 of leadingan “undemoc-
raticgroup™ that has no respon-

................

Yunus

scheduled between the end of
2025 and the firgt half of 2026,”
ge added&"l‘he elections have
een pending gince ¢ '
of the Sheikh Hasina}-ig)gswt:
m_i League govyt on Aug 5 follo-
wing a student-leq Uprising,
YUunus' press goep
Shafiqul Alam saiq his “job
will be over by June 30, 20267,
giving a subtle indication of
the term of the Yunus govt.
Yunus highlighted the pj.
votal roleof the newly-formeq
Election Commission. “From
now on, the responsibility for
initiating the process of form.-
ing the future govt rests with
the EC,” he said, noting that
the poll body has already beg-
un preparations. Healso high
lighted the importance of re
moving fake voters from the
listand ensuring a SMooth ex.
perience, for young first-time
voters, especially in light of
the recent student uprising
“For many young people this
election wil] mark theijr first
Opportunity to Vote, making it
amemorable eyent, " hesaid.
Yunus appealed topublicto
be patient to ajowfor reforms.
“Implementing the Election
Reformm ission's recog
menda and jmprovingthe
e e e, il T
time MUst he oiven the
given
necessary reso and time
todehverlmdlble%rm.,
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Vijay Diwas

lconic 1971 surrender painting installed at M

NEW DELHI, Dec 16 (ANI)

THE Chief of Army Staff of the
IndianArmy, General Upendra
Dwivedi, along with Sunita
Dwivedi, on Monday installed

the ‘iconic 1971 surrender
painting’ at the Manekshaw
Centre in New Delhi.

The iconic painting portrays
the ceremonial surrender of
Pakistanisoldiers to the Indian

(Shaw Gentre

Pakistan Army’s capitulation
againstIndian forces wascom-
plete. Following this decisive
victory, India announced itself
as a major regional force,

“On occasion of #VijayDiwas,
#GeneralUpendraDwivedi
#COAS, along with the
President #AWWA, Mrs. Sunita
Dwivedi, installed the iconic
1971 surrender painting in its
most befitting place, The

Army on 16 December, 1971, Chief of Army Staff of the Indian Army, General Upendra Dwivedi, Manekshaw Centre, named
in Dhaka following the libera-  along with Sunita Dwivedi and senior serving officers of the afterthearchitectand thehero
tionofBangladeshwasinstalled Indian Army and veterans after installing ‘iconic 1971 surrender  of the 1971 War, Field Marshal
on the occasion ofVijayDiwas.  painting' at Manekshaw Centre (in backdrop) on Monday. (ANI) Sam Manekshaw,” the Indian
December 16, 1971, was the Army posted on X. Senior serv-
day when Pakistan signed the Dhaka, following a 13-day ed in the surrender of over ing officers of the Indian Army
instrument of surrender in India-PakistanWar. Thisresult- 93,000 soldiers, and the and veterans were present.




S Korean investigators push
Yoon to let court dete

SEOUL, Dec 16 (AP)

SOUTH Korean lawenforcement
authorities are pushing to sum-
mon impeached Preside
SukYeol for questioning over
short-lived martial law decreeas
the Constitutional Court began
its first meeting on Monday on
Yoon's case to determine whether
to remove him from office or
reinstate him.

A joint investigative leam
involving police, an anti-cor-
ruptionagencyand the Delence
Ministry said it plans to convey
a request to Yoon's office that he

appear lor questioni

n Yeong-jo, an investigator
with the Corruption
Investigation Office for High-
Ranking Officials, said the team
plans to question Yoon on
charges of rebellion and abuse
of power. He declined to provide
specifics when asked howinves-
tigators would respond if Yoon
refuses (o appear.

Son said the team tried todeliv-
er the summons request to the

presidential office but was
rerouted Lo Yoon's personal res-
idence alter presidential secre-
tarial stafl claimed they were
unsure whether conveying the
request to the impeached
Presidentwaspartof theirduties.

Yoon was impeached by the
Opposition-controlled National
Assembly on Saturday over his
December 3 martial law decree,
His presidential powers will be
suspended until the
Constitutional Court decides
whether toformally remove him
[rom office or reinstate him. If
Yoon is dismissed, a national

e his fate

election to choose his successor
must be held within 60 days.

Yoon has justified his martial
law enforcement as a necessary
act of governance against the
main liberal Opposition
Democratic Party that he
described as "anti-State forces”
bogging down his agendas and
vowed to “fight to the end”
against ellforts to remove him
from office.

Hundreds of thousands of pro-
testers have poured onto the
streets of the country's capital,
Seoul, in recent days, calling for
Yoon's ouster and arrest.
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i New Delhi: India’s trade
! ficit widenedtoarecord $37.9
: billion in Nov as imports hit

anall-time high of almost $70

billion on soaring gold im-

ports, while exports fell as a
: decline in petroleum ship-
: ments wiped out the gains
: fromnon-oil exports.
: In Nov, gold shipmentsin-
to the country soared over fo-
ur times to $14.9 billion, com-
pared to $3.5 billion a year
ago, making it the second lar-
gest item in India’s import
basket after petroleum with
a 21% share of all imports.
What added to the pressure
was an 87% jump in vegetab-
le oil imports, which were es-
timated at $1.9 billion.

While oil imports were
up 8%, the export of petrol
and diesel crashed by half
to $3.7 billion. Similarly,
gems & jewellery exports
were down 25% to $2.1 bil-
lion. Overall exports fell al-
most 5% to $32 billion.

2 Govt is, however, dra-
wingcomfortfroman8% in-
i crease in non-oil exports to
on-oil ex-

i 285 billion. “N

deficit hits
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'Swiss MFN withdrawal won't impact EFTA'

New Delhi: The Swiss govt’s decisionto suspend the most
favoured nation clauseinthe Double Taxation Avoidance
Agreement (DTAA) will not impact the proposed $100 billion
investment under the trade deal with the European Free Trade
Association, commerce secretary Sunil Barthwal said. T~

Despite the fall in mer-
chandise exports, the outlo-
ok for non-petroleum ex-
ports and services remains
positive for the next four
months, with overall ex-

~ ports seen at over $800 bil-

“lion during the current fi-
scal year, hesaid. -

Barthwal

~ of beingsmuggled. |

stocks remain volatile. L Sa- &
tya Srinivas, additional se- :
cretary in commerce depart- :
ment, said thatin the pasttoo :
gold imports had seen a sur- |
in a few particular
months. Although the offi-
cers were silent on the issue,
a of the increase may al-
so be attributed to lower cus-
toms duty, resulting in more
yellow metal coming thro-
ugh legal channels instead



India, Sri Lanka decide t2 ramp
up defence, energy. trade ties

NEW DELHL, Dec 16 (PTI)

INDIA and Sri Lanka Monday
adopted a futuristic vision to
expand their partnershi
resolved 1o sOwa.ConcHT a
defence cooperation pact and
decided to ramp up energy ties
by establishing electricity grid
connectivityand multi-product
petroleum pipelines.

Thedecisions were taken dur-
ing wide-ranging talks between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and SriLankan President Anura
Kumara Disanayaka.

Prime Minister Modisaidboth
sides decided to emphasise
investment-ledgrowthandcon-
nectivity for the India-Sri Lanka
economic partnership, and it
was decided that physical, dig-
italand energy connectivity will
bekey pillars of the cooperation.

Work will be done to estab-
lish electricity grid connectivi-
tyand multi-productpetroleum
pipelines, Modi said, adding
India will supply liquefied nat-
ural gas to the island nation’s
power plants.

The Prime Minister also
announced that a ferry service
will be started between
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Sri Lankan President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake during a joint press meet at the Hyderabad

House, in New Delhi on Monday.

(PTI)

Rameshwaram and Talaimanar
to boost connectivity between
the two nations.

“Weboth agree that oursecu-
rity interests are interconnect-
ed. We have decided to soon
finalise the defence cooperation
agreement. There has alsobeen
an agreement for cooperation
on hydrography,” Modi said.

The vexed fishermen issue

also figured in the talks.

“We also discussed issues
related to the livelihood of fish-
ermen. We agree that we must
proceed with a humanitarian
approach to this matter,” Modi
said. Referringto theTamilissue,
Modi said India hopes that the
SriLankanGovernment will ful-
fil the aspirations of the
community.



