Israel plans to double popn

Golan, cites threats fro

Strengthening Golan
Is Strengthening
State Of Israel,
Says Netanyahu

Jerusalem: Israel agreed on
Sunday todouble its population
on the occupied Golan Heights
while saying threats from Syria
remained despite the moderate
tone of rebel fighters who ous-
ted President Basharal-Assad a
week ago. “Strengthening the
g Golanis streng-
thening the Sta-
te of Israel, and
=Y it is especially
d important at
this time. We
will continue to
hold ontoit, cause it to blossom,
and settle in it,” PM Benjamin
Netanyahusaid in astatement.
Israel captured most of the
strategic plateau from Syria in
the 1967 Six-Day War, annexing
it in 1981. In 2019 then-President
Trump declared US support for
Israeli sovereignty over the Go-
1an, but the annexation has not
been recognised by most count-
ries. Syria demands Israel
withdraw but Israel refuses, ci-
ting security concerns.

“The immediate risks tothe
country have not disappeared
and the latest developments m
Syria increase the strength of
the threat — despite the mode-
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An Israeli army jeep drives in the buffer zone which separates |sraeli and
Syrian forces on the Golan Heights near the Druze village of Majdal Shams
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US in direct contact with
rebels behind Assad exit

U § secretary of state Antony
Blinken revealed Saturday
that Washington had made direct
contact with Hayat Tahrir al-Sha-
m rebels, despite previously desi-
gnating the group as “terrorists”.
Blinken would not discuss details
of talks with HTS, which led aco-
alition of armed opposition grou-
psthat drove Assad into asylurm
inRussia. Blinken said the easing
ofsanctions on Syria would dep-
end on*“sustained action” by the
rebel-installed interim govt. a¢

Racy pix of Assad go viral, spark ridicule

Beirut: Bizarre and personal
photos of ousted Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar Assad have surfa-
ced from his abandoned resi-
dences, sparking ridicule
among Syrians who only until
recently were persecuted for
eriticising his leadership.

The images, reportedly dis-
covered in photo albums from
Assad’s mansionsin thehillsof
Damascus and Aleppo, painted
an unflattering portrait of Bas-
har and his father, Hafez Assad,
who had governed Syria with
an iron grip for decades. They
stripped away the carefully
constructed image that the As-
sad family had cultivated.

One photo featured Hafez
Assad in his underwear, stri-

Other images showed Bashar
Assad in a Speedoflexing his bi-
ceps; astride a yellow motorcy-
cle in his briefs; perched on a
handeyele, also in his briefs;
and staring blankly in a Kitch-
en, wearing only white underw-
par anda sleeveless undershirt.

Social media footage show-
ed Syrians touring the Assads’
opulentestates, revealingextra-
vagant decor, jacuzzis and oth-
er lavish possessions ont of re-
ach of ordinary people living
amid civil war since 2011. Fuel-
led by decades of persecution
and a desirefor vengeance, peo-
plestrippedthemansionsof va-
luables and exposed Assad’s
private world, including: some
of his photocollections.

Assad in various states of und- :
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ress and odd scenarios quickly :

went viral, turning into an obj-

ect of mockery “What isit with  :
the Assad familyand beingpho- :

tographed in their underwear?
Highly interested in knowing
the fantasy behind,” journalist
Hussam Hammoud wrote on X.

One particularly peculiar
shot showed Bashar inaSpeedo
aboardaboat, surrounded by ot-
her people. Another depicted

him on a balcony overlooking :
the sea, teasing a girl sittingon :
hisshoulders. Inone photo, tak- :
eninamountainoussetting, Ba- :
sharisseenwithagroup, which :

included his reportedly mater-

nal cousin, Thab Makhlouf, who

iswearinga T-shirtem'
withanimageof Hitler ap

rateﬁnageﬂmmerehelleaders
claim to present,” defence

The unbecoming images of

practice an offshoot of Islam,
hesaid. Most identifyas Syrian,
Syria's e?ie ;lla-‘t;to leader, Abu
uhamm olani who le-
n. fdsms,saidonSamrdwﬂwt
o [srael was using false pretexts

it its attacks on Syria, sald Israelstruck
ewasnotinterestedin  in attacks that began
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king a bodybuilderlike pose.
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SinceAssad’s fall, Israel has
moved intoademilitavisedzone
inside Syriaand carriedouthu. :

ikes on strategic

outof a desire o double the po-
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on peaceful reso-
ﬁt}on of border issues will
. ‘never” achieve its intended
- goalunlessthe two sidesfirst
jﬁecide toresolvethe Akhand
; issue, restoring free-
rdomof lifeand liberty to mil-
4 lions of Tibetans, Dolma
Gyari, acting Sikyong (presi-
dent) of the Tibetan Govt in
exile, said last week.
~ Gyari, who is also minis-
terof department of security
(defence minister) of Central
Tibetan Administration, says
for permanent peace with
China, the only option is rec-
gnition of a unified Tibet as

Dharamshala is prepang for the celebratlons next year of Dalal
Lama’s 90th birthday as the ‘global year of compassion’

an independent state. -

“In 1914 Shimla accord, it
was Tibet which had signed
the pact with India where it
acknowledged Arunachal as
part of India. For a perma-
nentresolutionof the border
conflict, China must recog-

nise Tibet as an independent
state,” she said on Tuesday:
The Tibetan acting presi-

dent’s comments came dur-
ing an interaction with a
media delegation where she
emphasised that the Tibet is-
sue was central to all dia-
logues between India and Chi-
naon the disputed borders.
On Tuesday, she also host-
ed a delegation of MPs from
New Zealand and Fiji, cele-
brating 35th anniversary of

conferment of Nobel peace
prize to HH Dalai Lama. For-
mer Union minister Suresh
Prabhu wasa special gueston
the occasion, where the for-
eign delegation expressed sol-
jdarity with the Tibetan
cause and also criticised hu-
man rights violations by Chi-
na in the occupied territory.
“Central Tibetan Admin-
istration believes that Aruna-
chal Pradesh and any other
territories disputed by China
are inseparable and integral
partsof India,” said Gyari.
Expressing her confi-
dence of resolution of Tibet
issue under PM Modi, the
minister observed that “India
is going in theright direction.
Today's South Block (minis-
tryof external affairs) under-
stands better than what they
did10 yearsago.”
Dharamshala is also pre-
paring for the celebrations
next year of Dalai Lama’s
90th birthday as the “global

year of compassion”.



0usted PM Sheikh Hasin

by the interim Governmel
Bangladesh hassaid that itfoun
evidence implicating deposed
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and top-ranking military and
police officials from her regime
in alleged incidents of enforced
disappearance.

The five-member Commission
of Inquiry on Enforced
Disappearances submitted an
interim report titled “Unfolding
The Truth” to Chief Advisor
ProfessorMuhammad Yunus on
Saturday. The commission esti-
mated that there would be more
than 3,500 enforced disappear-

ances.
Accordi ) the statement,
retire preme Court judge

il Islam Chowdhury, the
chairman of the commission,
told Yunus that during investi-
gations they found a “systemat-
icdesign” that allowed incidents
of enforced disappearances to
goundetected. “Individuals car-
rying out enforced disappear-
ance orextrajudicial killing (even)
lacked knowledgeaboutvictims,”
Chowdhury said.

The report said the police’s
elite anti-crime Rapid Action
Battalion (RAB), which draws
men from the Army, Navy, Air
Force, regular police and other
law enforcement agencies had

volved in enforced

esh commission

collaborated with each other to
pick up, torture and keep vic-
tims indetention and deliberately
segmented the operations.

The commission simultane-
ously proposed the abolition of
the RAB alongside scrapping or
thoroughly amending the Anti-
Terrorism Act, 2009,

Rights activist and commis-
sionmember Sajjad Hossain said
they recorded 1,676 complaints
ofenforceddisappearancesand,
so far, have examined 758 of
them. Of these, 200 people or 27
per cent of the victims never
returned while those who
returned were mostly shown on
records as arrested.Besides the
chairman, the commission com-

prises Justice Farid Ahmed Shibli,
rights activist Nur Khan, private
BRAC University teacher Nabila
Idris and rights activist Sajjad
Hossain. At a press conference
earlier, the commission
announced that they had found
eight secret detention centresin
Dhaka and its outskirts.

The panel chairman on
Saturday informed Yunus that
theywoulddeliveranotherinter-
im report in March and would
require al least another year to
complete the scrutiny of all alle-
gations they had received.” You
are doinga reallyveryimportant
job. We are ready to give you all
kinds of support that you need,”
Yunus was quoted as saying.
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SRI Lankan President Anura
Kumara Disanayaka arrived in
India on Sunday on a three-day
visit in his first foreign trip after
assuming the top office in
September. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will hold wide-
rangingtalks with the Sri Lankan
leader on Monday that isexpect-
ed tofocusontrade, investment,
energy and maritime security.
The Indian side is also likely
lo convey to the Sri Lankanleader
New Delhi’s expectations from
Colombotofulfiltheaspirations
of the Tamil community in the
island nation. Disanayaka was
received at the Delhi airport by
Union Minister of State for
Informationand Broadcasting L
Murugan. In a post on ‘X
External Affairs Ministry

okesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said Disanayaka's visit will be an
opportunity to further deepen
India-Sri Lankan ties and add
momentum to the people-cen-
tric partnership. “Warm and spe-
cial welcome!” he said alongwith
photos of the Union minister
receiving Disanayaka. The Sri
Lankan leader will also meet
President Droupadi Murmu.

Disanayaka is also scheduled
to attend a business event in
Delhito promoteinvestmentand
commercial linkages between
India and Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka is India’s closest mar-
itime neighbour in the Indian
Ocean Region and holds a cen-
tral place in Prime Minister
Modi’s visionof*SAGAR’ (Security
and Growth forAll in the Region)
andIndia’s 'Neighbourhood First’
policy, the (MEA) said on Friday.



India sends 60 tonnes of
aid to disaster-hit

NEW DELHI, Dec 15 (

AFRESH consignmen{0laround
60 tonnesof emergency medical
equipment, generators,and oth-
er utilitieshave been sent by India
to Jamaica to support the coun-
try’s healthcare needs and
enhance their disaster pre-
paredness.

Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson, Randhir
Jaiswal, shared the details of the
humanitarian assistance on
Saturday.

“India sends Humanitarian
Assistance to Jamaica. A con-
signmentofaround 60 tonnesof
emergency medical equipment,
Genselts & other
utilities hasdeparted for Jamaica.

aica

This assistance will support
health care needs and rehabili-
tation of medical infrastructure
as well as strengthen the disas-
ter preparedness against
Hurricanes,” Jaiswal said in a
poston X.

Indiaand Jamaica share strong
historical and cultural linkages,
reflected in theirshared colonial
past, values of democracy and
freedom, and passion for
cricket.

Recently, at the invitation of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Jamaican Prime Minister,
Andrew Holness paid his first-
ever visit to India from September
30-October 3.

Both leaders held a bilateral
meeting in New Delhi.
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INDIA'S import of Russiancrude
oil dropped in November to its
lowest level since June 2022 but
theKremlincontinues to be the
biggest source of oil for India,
according (o a manthly tracker
report of a European think tank.
India became the second
biggest buver of Russian crude
oil since Moscow invaded
Ukraine in February 2022, with
purchases rising [rom less than
one per cent ol the total oil
imported (o almost 40 per cent
of the country’s total oil pur-
chases. The rise was primarily
because the Russian crude oll
wils available at a discount 1o
otherinternationally traded oil
due to the price cap and the
Furopean nations shunning
purchases from Moscow,
“India's imports of Russian

crude oil dropped by amassive
55 per cent in November - the
lowest [igure since June 2022,"
the Centre for Research on
Energy and Clean Air (CREA)
said i its latest report.

: rerna.med India’s

Saudi Arabia.
“China has bought 47 per
cent ol Russia's crude exports,
followed by India (37 per cent),
the EU {6 per cent), and Turkey
(6 per cent),” CREA said with-
out giving absolute numbers.
In November, there wasa 17
per cent month-on-maonth
increase in the discount on
Russia's Urals grade crude oil 1o
anaverageo[USD6.01 perbar-
relcompared to Brentcrude oil
Thediscounton the ESPO grade
narmowed by a massive 15 per
centand was traded atan aver-
ape discount of USD 3,88 per bar-

relwhile that on the Sokol blend

narrowed by 2 per cent o USD
6.65 per barrel, it said. Russia
predominantly sells ESPO and
Sokol gradesofl crude oil tolndia.
Besides crude oil, India bought
smaller guantities of coal from
Russia.“From December 5, 2022
untilthe end of November 2024,
China purchased 46 per centol
all Russia’s coal exports - India
(17 per cent), Turkey (11 per
cent], South Korea (10 percent),
and Taiwan (3 per cent) round

off the top five buyers list,”
according to CREA.

All fossil fuels taken togeth-
er, “India dropped (o third in
the list of largest buyers of
Russian  fossil  fuels  in
November, contributing 17 per
cent (EUR2.1 billion) to Russias
monthly export eamings from
its op five imporiers. There was
a significant 22 per cent drop
in Russian revenues from crude
pil exports to India in
November," it said.

Whiletherewasan11 percent
month-on-monthdedineinthe
total volume of India’s imports
of crude oil in November,
Russian volumes suffered most,
dropping by a massive 55 per
gent India imports more than
#5percentofits crudeoil, which
is refined into fuels like petrol
and diesel refineries.

Inanatiempt torestrict funds

on shrinking discounts

for Russia's war machine, The
Group of Seven (GT) rich
nations, the European Union
and Australia put an embargo
on Russian crude and intro-
duced a USD 60 perbarrel price
capinDecember2022. Over the
next 12 months, the price cap
and embargo had a significant
impact onrevenues, and forced
Russia to find new markets and
ways to transport its oil.

Russia did this by offering
deepdiscountson its Urals grade
crude. "It has been two years
since the imposition of theprice
cap.CREA estimales thatin this
period, sanctions have forced
Russia to drop the priceof Urals
by an estimated 15 per cent.
Since the sanctions, Russia has
lost an estimated EUR 14.6 bil-
lion in revenues from
Urals grade crude exports,” the
report said.




