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not to be

MOSCOW, Dec 11 (IANS)

SYRIA'Sformer entBashar
al-Assad, who has been granted
asylum, is now safe in Russia,
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister
Sergey Ryabkov said.

“In such a situation it would
be very wrong for me to elabo-
rate onwhat happened and how
itwasresolved, butheis secured,”
local RIA newsagency reported,
citing Ryabkov.

Commenting on the possibil-
ity of theextradition ofal-Assad,
the Russian diplomat noted that
Russia is not a party to the
International Criminal Court
Rome Statute, Xinhua news
agency reported.

ssia,
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Syrian militant groups waged
a major offensive from northern
Syriasince theend of November,
sweplt southwards through gov-
ernment-held areas, and cap-
tured the capital Damascus with-
in 12 days.

Following the offensive, Syrian
President Basharal-Assad’s gov-
ernment collapsed on Sunday.Al-
Assad resigned and went to
Russia for asylum.

Syria's Military Operations
Administration announced
Wednesday that it has lifted the
curfew previously imposed on
Damascus and its surrounding
areas, calling on residents to
resume their dailyactivities and
return to their workplaces.




Sanjay Malhotra-takes charge

MUMBAI, Dec Wy PTI) i s a

SANJAY  Malhotra on ‘

Wednesday took charge

as the 26th Governor

of the Reserve :

Bank of India. RBI will
Malhotra, a remain alert and

career bureau- agile to meet

f;‘;" ar "‘::g[;‘l challenges: New

bank’sheadquar- Governor

ter on Wednesday
morning, where he was
welcomed by senior RBI
staffers.
Thecentralbankconfirmed
Malhotra’s appointment
through a post on the
microbloggingsite“X" andalso
shared a few pictures.
Malhotra, who recently
served as the Revenue
(Contd on page 5)










