JeM chief Masood Azhar

NEW DELHI, Dec

INDIA on Friday demanded
strong action from Pakistan
againstJaish-e-Mohammed chief
Masood Azhar, alter a report
emerged that he delivered a
speechrecentlyatapublic gath-
ering in Bahawalpur,

Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) Spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said if the report is cor-
rect, then it has exposed
Pakistan’s “duplicity” in con-
laining terrorist activities.

“We demand thatstrongaction
betakenagainsthim (Azhar) and
he should be brought to justice.
There has been denial that he is
not there in Pakistan,” Jaiswal
said. “If the reports are correct,
then it exposes the duplicity of
Pakistan. Masood Azhar is
involved in cross-border terror
attacks on India and we want
that strong action be taken
against him,” he added.

Jaiswal made the remarks in
response to a question at his
weekly media briefing.



Nirbhaya Fund: Fast Track

Courts decide 2.87

POGSO cases i

B While the a
disposal rate of rape and
POCSO Act cases in
regular courts is
estimated at 3.26
cases per court per
month, FTSCs achieve an

average of 8.01 cases
per month.

NEW DELHI, Dec 6 (IANS)

THE750 FastTrackSpecial Courts,
induding exclusive POCSO Courts,
in the country have decided 2.87
lakh cases since theircreation fol-
lowing the enactment of the
Criminal Law (Amendment) Act,
2018, the LokSabhawasinformed
on Friday.

Minister of State (Independent
Charge), for Law and Justice Arjun
Ram Meghwal, in a written reply
in Lok Sabha, said that the
Centrally-sponsored scheme has
been extended twice, with the lat-
estextension up to March 31, 2026,

pe,
years

targeting the establishment of 790
courts. “As perthe inputsreceived
from High Courts, as on October
31,2024, 750 FTSCs, including 408
exclusive POCSO Courts, are
functional in 30 States/UTs.

These courts have disposed of
more than 2,87,000 cases as of
October 31, 2024, MoS Meghwal
said in response to questions by
Suresh Kumar Kashyap and K.
Sudhakar.

Highlighting the impact of
FTSCsonthedisposal rate of rape
and Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) cases,
MoS Meghwal said, “The dispos-
al rate of rape and POCSO Act cas-
es in Fast Track Special Courts
(FTSCs) appears to be
significantly higher than in
regular courts.”

The FTSCs havebeensetupand
operationalised under the
Nirbhaya Fund which was
created following the Nirbhaya
gangrape case in Delhi on
December 16, 2012.



TiMES News NeTwork

i New Delhi: Asserting that
Sept quarter growth num.
bers do not indicate a syste-
mic slowdown, finance minj.

: ster Nirmala Si on

: Friday said that economic ac.

: ity will pick upin third qu-
arter and India will remain
the fastestgrowing majoreco-
nomy over the next few years.

“The fourth guarter,
which was very good, had an
impact on QL. So, the numbers

i werenot alarming. When qu-
arter two (Q2) slows down and

: the growth numbers are re-

: flecting(that), we should put it
in the context of an economy

: and a governance structure,
i which was focused on elec-
i tions(in Q1).It'snotasystemic
i slowdown. It's more (due to)
i theabsenceof public expendi-
: ture, capital expenditure. I ex-
i pect Q3 tomake up for all this.
i The growth number is somet-

i hing, which is not necessarily

i goingto get badly affected. We

: needtopushuponmany otht_er
i factors. India, not just for this
: year but for next year and the
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bearing heavily upon us

 Domestic market is also growing,
purchasing power of Indians is improving

{ Nirmala Sitharaman, Finance MiNisTER

rs are reflecting (that), we should put it in the
context of an economy and a governance structure, which
was focused on elections (in Q1)...It"'s more (due
to) the absence of public expenditure, capital
expenditure.lexpectostonﬂpmfoulﬁs 1
 Plateauing of demand, especially in
developed countries is a matter of concern
for us. For agriculture, climate change is also

year after also, has very good
chances to remain the fastest
growing economy,” Sithara-
man said at an event organi-
sed by Ananta Centre.

The Indian economy grew
5.4% during July-Sept, the
slowest pace of expansion in
seven quarters, prompting
most research agencies as
well as RBI to lower the pro-
jection for the full year. Govt
is, however, stickingtoits pro-
jection of 6.5% GDP growth
duringthecurrentfiscalyear.

The minister’s comments
during an interaction with

15th Finance Commission
chairman NK Singh indica-
ted that govt remained opti-
mistic about the prospects in
the medium term, although
she did acknowledge some of
the challenges due to the glo-
bal economic situation.
“Plateauing of demand,
especially in developed co-
untries is a matter of con-
cern for us. Equally, for agri-
culture, climate change is al-
S0 bearing heavily upon us,
Third, in traditional areas,
where we had strength

labour-intensive items such

---bav-@b-n.o--ac-a;c(o--ool-p-olo-n-o.tpocl.on--o-oq--'[-ot

Industrial policy
in Budget mooted

New Delhi: Economists on
Friday suggested govt to
come out with an industrial
policy to boost
and relax the fiscal
consolidationroadmap inthe
Budget for next fiscal. :
The FM onFriday met :
eminent economists to seek
their views onthe Union
Budget for 2025-26. scencis

(LR TETEY

as textiles, leather or footwe- :
ar, we still have challenges :
because slowing demand (in :
developed markets) is notgi- :
ving that additional margi- :
nalgﬁbezeﬁwutormta." :
however, drew com-
fort from the domestic econo-
my. “The domestic market is
also growing, the purchasing
power of Indians is
ut wages saturating. We are
quite seized of the factors,
which may have a play on In-
dia’sownconsumption.”
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Iran says it conducted

successful space la
draws flak fro

MANAMA (Bahram), Dec

IRAN said on Friday it conduct-
edasuccessful spacelaunch, the
latestforits programme the West
alleges improves Tehran’s ballis-
tic missile programme.

[ran conducted the launch
usingits Simorgh programme, a
satellite-carrying rocket that had
had a series of failed launches.
The launch took place at Iran’s
Imam Khomeini Spaceport in
rural Semnan province.

Therewasnoimmediateinde-
pendentconfirmation thelaunch
was successful.

est

The announcement comes as
heightened tensions grip the
wider Middle East over Israel’s
continued waron Hamas in the
Gaza Strip and as an uneasy
ceasefire holds in Lebanon.

The United States has previ-
ouslysaidIran'ssatellitelaunch-
esdefya United NationsSecurity
Council (UNSC)resolution and
calledonTehrantoundertake no
activity involving ballistic mis-
silescapable of delivering nuclear
weapons. United Nations sanc-
tions related to Iran’s ballistic
missile programme expired in
October 2023.



B Says, it's one of the
most expansive
inter-governmental
frameworks

NEW DELHI, Dec 6 (PTI)

THE Quad is growing and its
agendamakesitoneofthe "most
expansive” inter-governmental
frameworks, and the incoming
DonaldTrumpadministrationis
unlikely to reduce support for
the coalition, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said on
Friday.
Inaninteractivesessionatthe
India-Japan  Forum  here,
Jaishankarrecalled how Trump's
first tenure as the US President

supported the shaping of the
Quadandits subsequent growth,
The Quad, comprising India,
the United States, Australia and
Japan, has been focusing on
ensuring peace, stability and
inclusive growth in the Indo-
Pacific against the backdrop of
China’s growing military mus-
cle-fexing in the region.

fnister’s level. Then in
, it was again under the
Tmmp administration that it
moved from the vice-minister’s
levelto the foreign minister'slev-
el,” Jaishankar said.

“And there is every reason for
us to expect that they would say
we got it right the first time, it's
done well and therefore, we
should keep with it," he added.

India is scheduled (o host the
next Quad Summit in 2025,

The Quad is growing and its
agendamakesit "oneof the most
expansive sort of inter-govern-
mental coordinationthatis today
in evidence", Jaishankar said.

On India’s ties with China fol-
lowing the eastern Ladakh bor-
derrow, Jaishankar referred to the
implementation of the latest dis-
engagement arrangement and
said challenges remain with
regard o de-escalation on the
LAC. "Our entire relationship
with China was predicated on
the fact that the border areas
would remain peacelul and sia-
ble and we had agreements to
ensurethat. In2020, the Chinese
chose o bring a lot of forces to
the border areas and obviously,
we responded with counter-
deployments,” he said.

Referring to the completion of
the disengagement process, the
external affairs minister said it
tookalmost fouryears and ahall.

025: Jaishankar

“We still have challenges lelt
with us, We still have to de-esca-
late because what we have done
is disengage forces from close
proximity,” he said.

Jaishankar suggested that the
focus will now be on de-escala-
tion as a very large number of
forces are still deployed in the
region. " Now, we have Lo sit down
and discuss with China how we
rebuild ourrelationship and that
is an exercise that still has to be
undertaken,” he said.

The eastern Ladakh military
stand-off between India and
China began in May 2020 and a
deadly clash at the Galwan val-
ley in June that vear resulted in
a severe sirain in ties between
the two neighbours.



