Farrn fires at record

low but Aimpac

New Delhi: As per satellite
data, stubble-burning inci-
dentsthisseason (Oct-Nov)in
Punjab and Haryana were by
far the lowest on record. The
farm fire count in Punjab was
down a steep 70% as compa-
red to last year while Harya-
na saw a reduction of 42%.

p’'Cleanest city’ Indore
logs 21% PM10 rise, P 28

But here’s the rub: Data on
different pollution sources in
Delhi shows that farm fires
continued to be a major cont-
ributor to the capital’s PM2.5
levels from late Oct to Nov.
How’s that possible? Ex-
perts said low stubble bur-
ning doesn’t necessarily me-

LOW NO,, BIG EFFECT

» This season, share of
stubble burning in city’s PM2.5
was close to 15% or more on
26 days, as per DSS data

» Last year, stubble burning
share was 15% or higher on
just 18 days, as per |ITM study

» This year, the share rose
to 20% or more on 14 days,
as compared to 12 last year,
peaking at 35.2% on Nov 1

an the impact on Delhi’s air
quality will be proportionate-
ly less. Intrusion of pollution
from stubble burninginto the
capital depends on transport
level winds and air ventila-
tion conditions in Delhi.
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Felt obligated to

Care of ¢
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JIE-Main Too

sandip.Dighe
@timesofindia.com

. “T feel obligated to
serv in Army because it
tookareof my allm_gfather.
whouccumbed to liver can-
cer iree years ago aff,er re-
tirix from the force, said
Arny cadet Ankit Chaud-
harPresident’s gold me_dal-
{st 0147th course at Nation-
al Dience Academy (NDA).
Akit had cleared JEE
Mai entrance exam but
JERdvanced examination
andnterview for the Ser-
vicéielection Board (SSB)
for DA clashed. Ultimately,
hecose tojoin NDA.
‘prepared only for JEE
entince exam. I took NDA
entmee with my friends.
JEM dvanced examination
andSSB interview were
schiuled the same day. It
wasa career-defining mo-
mer for me. I listened to my
inns feelings and sacrificed
my [T dream. In the end, I
felt ompelled to join the a-
cadmy to serve in Army, as

v s RRIPALS

Defence Academy in Khadakwasla

it provided top quality medi-
cal care tomy father through
Ex-servicemen Confributo-
ry Health Scheme (ECHS),”
Ankit told TOIL

Ankit's father, Sultan-
sing,had served in the 11 Raj-
putania Rifles infantry bat-
talion for*17 years. “I saw
how well Army took care of
him. Today, I believe I made
my father proud. He would
have been happy with my de-
cision,” Ankit said.

Ankit's mother Sarojde-
vi, a teacher in Rajasthan
govt, stood proudly beside
him with tears in her eyes.
“Beinga single mother after
my husband’s death, my sole
alm was to educate my chil-

Cadets at the passing out parade of

iOi l

the 147th course at Natigr,
on Saturday o

dren well. While A
Jolned NDA my young‘;-nsl:;i
Aanshu will join ATIMS to
pbursue a medical degree,
Both sons have made me
proud,” Sarojdevisaid.

~ Ankit's family is from
Barsinghpura village in Ra-
jasthan’s  Sikar district
about 115km from Jaiput:.
Ankit completed his school-
ing at St Mary's Senior Sec-
ondary School in Sikar. He
had the honour of com-
manding the parade for his
course, “Out of 11 cadets con-
sidered, 1 was selected this
(Saturday) morning. It wasa
significant honour andIwill
cherish it throughout my
life,” Ankit said.

Manipur school

van driver’s
son wins
bronze medal

@ son of a school van
driver from Manipur :
made his parents :

proud by winning a bronze :

medal at NDA. Reflectingon  :

his early days in Imphal, :

where his father drove him :
and other students to school :
In a van, Jodha Thongiao- :
mayumsaid, “Myfathersup- :
ported my career ambitions, :
Because of his encourage- :
ment, [ was able to achieve :

thismilestone.”

Jodha did his schooling :
atImphal’sSainik Schoolbe-
fore getting selected for :
Rashtriya Indian Military :
College, Dehradun. His fa- :
ther, Rosoraj, who attended
the event with his wife and

daughter, said, “He made us
extremely proud.”
Meanwhile, Army cadet
Yuvraj Singh Chauhan, who
topped science stream and
won President’s Silver Medal,
studied at Army Public
Schoolin Lucknow. TNy
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out loansfor
BRI projects

\d andu: Nepal on Satur- :
day said itisnot ina positionto :
take loans for projects under :
~ China’s Belt and Road Initiati- :
ve (BRI) and will instead pri- :
marily rely on grants, moving :
forward based on mutual con-
sensus among all stakeholders. :
Speaking to reporters at '
Tribhuvan International Air- :
~ port upon returning from a
~ three-day visit to China, fore- :
ign minister Arzu Rana Deu-
ba sought to clarify Nepal’s
~ position on the implementa-
tion of BRI projects.
BRI is a pet project of Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping to
- further the global influence of
China with investments to bu-

- ild infrastructure projects. ap
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' I approved the proposed
sale of spare parts for

fighterjetsand radarsystems
as well as communications
equipment to Taiwan, in de-
als valued at $385 million, a
US agency said Friday, While

qumngton does not have of-
ficial diplomatic relations

- with Taipei, it remains the is-

land’s most important backer

“and biggest arms supplier.

The proposed sale of the

- F-16 and radar system parts

consists of equipment in ex-
isting US military stocks and

million, the Defense Security

i—was worth an estimated $320

- Cooperation Agency saidina

statement, with deliveries es-

. timatedtostartin2025.

ts T his proposed sale ser-
;ves US national, economic
andsecuntymterestsbysup-

rtmg the remplent’s conti-
! rtstomode '

In this handout photo taken
and released by Taiwan’s
defence ministry on Saturday,
F-16 jets escort the plane of
Taiwan President Lai Ching-te
who embarked onatripto
visit Taiwan’s allies in the,
‘witha stOpover in the US,
drawmg the :re of Beumg

Russm, Chma carry
out joint air patrol

ussmn and Chmese
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