i Kerala signed Thurs
: supplementary concession
| agreement with Adani Vizhi-
: njam Port Pvt Ltd, paving the
. way for earlier-than-expected

revenue gains from Vizhin-
| jamdeep-waterinternational

act, reven .
Eave been delayed until 2039

oject getbacks.
dug’lt'lcgrlspdated deal also
broadens the revenue-shar-
ing scope. Initially, the state
wasentitled to profits gener-
ated solely from the first
phase of the port.

largest freight terminal

Now handling 4.5 million containers,
Vizhinjam port will be southern India's

.| Under the new
| terms, Adani Ports
.| will share profits
B from all four phases
starting in 2034.
Indirect revenue
for the state is pro-
jected torise too. Ker-
ala’s GST income
from port operations
isexpected to total Rs

seaport near Thiruvanan-
thapuram. The Rs 7,700-crore
port, built as a public-private
partnership with Adani
Group, is now set to be fully
operational by Dec 2028.

“With the capacity expan-
sion to be completed by Dec
2028, the port'’s total revenue
projection has increased from
Rs 54,750 crore to Rs 215,000
crore over the 36-year oper-
ational period. Govt's reve-
nue share will also increase
from Rs 6,300 crore toRs 35,000
crore,” minister for ports VN
Vasavan said Thursday.

The revised agreement
ensures that the state will
begin receiving its share of
revenue from the project as
originally planned in 2034,

29,000 crore over the
contract period. Corporate
ipmmetaxrevenue 1salsoan-
ticipated to grow These
changes will yield an addi-
tional Rs 48,000 crore in reve.
nue, including the g
share_and GST over 36 ;é:;i :

W1ththecapacitynnwe:;:-
panded to 4.5 milljop con-

lly —
the initially plgnne‘gplfﬁgl

to become g];?lam Ex?rlt]fs-s?t
largest freight term inaldla S

80 reduces Keralg?ee
commitments
port’s constrye

The state’s vigh ﬁtiig
Ing obligation g 5 dgall fung.
has been I‘Bﬂueed E}‘ni PUrtS
408.90 crore to Rs 365 'om R
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NEW DELHI, Nov 28 (IANS)

THE labourdata compiled since
2017-18showsthat women's par-
ticipation in India’s labour force
and the workforce has signifi-
cantly increased over the vears,
Minister of State for Labour and
Employment Shobha Karandlaje
told the Rajya Sabha on Thursday.

Figures in the latest Annual
PLFS Reports show that the pro-
portion of women in the est-
mated Worker Population Ratio
(WPR) indicating employment,
jumped from 22 percentin2017-
18 10 a robust 40.3 per cent in
2023-24,

Similarly, the Labour Force
Participation Rate (LFPR)on usu-
alstatusforwomen ofage 15 vears
and above rose from 23.3 per
cent during 2017-18 to 41.7 per
centin2023-24, The figuresindi-
cate asteadilyrising trend inthe
perceniage of womenemployed
over the six-year period,

“Employment generationcou-
pled with improving employa-
bility is the priority of the
Government. The Government
has taken various initiatives to
promote and increase the par-
ticipation of women in the work-
force,” the Minister said inawrit-
ten reply in the Upper House.

ployees in India’s
rce surge pc in 6 yrs

The Government has incor-
porated a number of provisions
in the labour laws for equal
opportunity and congenial work
environment for women work-
erslike paid maternity leave, llex-
ible working hours and equal
wages, she said.

Governmentisimplementing
varfousschemes toboostfemale
LEPR. To enhance the employa-
bility of female workers, the
Government is providing train-
ing to them through a network
of Women Industrial Training
institutes, National Vocational
Training Institutesand Regional
Vocational Training Institutes.



Navy braces up to dee¢
Fengal brewing in

CHENNALI Nov 28 (IANS)

THENavywas braci D 10 deg
with Cyclone Fengal v IS
brewingin the BayofBengaland
expected to intensify in the next
one or two days. In anticipation
of the impact of the Cyclone
along the coast of Tamil Nadu,
the Eastern Naval Command
along with Headquarters, Tamil
Naduand Puducherry Naval Area
have activated acomprehensive
disaster response mechanism.

The main focus was on
Humanitarian Assistance and
Disaster Relief (HADR) and
Search and Rescue (SAR) oper-
ations.

As part of the preparation, the
Navy was gearing up to render
all necessary support to the vul-
nerable areas in coordination
with the State and civil admin-
istration. This includes loading
vehicles with food, drinking
water, medicines and other
HADR relief materials as well as
positioning Flood Relief Teams
(FRTs) for quick response.

The diving teams were on
standby for emergency rescue
operations.

The Navy's efforts were guid-
ed by the National Disaster
Management Authority’s
(NDMA) guidelines for cyclone
preparedness, whichemphasise
the importance of evacuation,

fith Gyclone
of Bengal

shelter,and emergency supplies.

The Navy was stocking sup-
plies, including food, water and
medicines. The search and res-
cue operations of the Navy
include positioning naval per-
sonnel, with Geminis and heli-
copters for quickresponse to SAR
requirements. [twasloadingwar-
ships with HADR relief materi-
als, such as food, water,and med-
ical supplies.

The Navy said it continues to
monitor thesituationclosely and
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was committed to supporting
the affected personnel and
ensuring their safety during
Cyclone Fengal. The deep depres-
sion over the Southwest Bay of
Bengalremained practicallysta-
tionaryduring the past sixhours
and lay centred at 2330 hours
[ST onWednesday overthesame
region near 9.0 degrees North
latitude and 82.1 degrees East
longitude, about 100 km east-
northeast of Trincomalee, 320
km southeast of Nagappattinam.



Submarine-launched balli

NEW DELHI, Nov 28 (PTI)

INDIA has tested a nuclear-capable
ballisticmissile with arange of aroung
3,500 km from anudear-powered gb-
marinein the Bawm aj
boost to its nucle errence and
strategic capabilities, people familiar
with the matter said on Thursday.

With the test, India became part of
a small group of nations having the
capability to fire a nuclear missile
from land, air and undersea.

The K4 missile was tested from sub-
marine INS Arighaat off the coast of
Visakhapatnam on Wednesday, they
said. It was the first test of the sub-
marine-launched ballistic missile
(SLBM) from a submarine, the peo-
plesaid. Thesolid-fuelled missile was
tested at least five timesin the last few
years from submersible platforms.
The people cited above said the mis-
sile wastestedforalmostitscomplete
range. The second Arihant-class sub-
marine INS Arighaat was commis-
sioned into the Indian Navy on August
29 with an aim to strengthen India’s
nuclear deterrence.

[t has the distinction of having the
indigenous systems and equipment
that were conceptualised, designed,
manufactured and integrated by the
Indian scientists, industry and naval
personnel.

Inthelast few years, India hasbeen

enhancing its overall military capa-
bilities and test-fired a range of mis-
siles with varying ranges.

Over 10 days ago, India successful-
Iy flight-tested along-range hypersonic
missile off the coast of Odisha. The
weaponcanstrike withextreme speed
and evade most air defence systems.

Generally, hypersonic missiles,
capable of carrying conventional
explosives or nuclear warheads, can
fly inthe range of five times the speed
of sound (Mach 5 which is roughly
1,220 kilometres) per hour at sea
level.

However, some advanced versions
of hypersonic missiles can even fly at
the speed of over 15 Mach.




JERUSALEM, Nov 28 (IANS)

ISRAEL filed a noyie® with the International Criminal Court
(ICC) in Theague of its intention to appeal the arrest war-
rants for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and for-
mer Israeli Defence Minister Yoav Gallant.

A statement from the Prime Minister’s Office said Israel also
requested to delay the execution of the arrest warrants, which
were issued last week, Xinhua news agency reported.

“Israel’s notice of appeal reveals in detail how the decision
to issue the arrest warrants was baseless and devoid of any
factual or legal basis,” the statement said.

“Israel denies the authority of the ICC and the legitimacy of
the arrest warrants,” it added. The ICC issued the arrest war-
rants for Netanyahu and Gallant on charges of committing
“crimes against humanity and war crimes” between at least
October 8, 2023, and May 20, 2024, in Gaza.
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. at disposal if Ukraine gets-N-arms
: Wa i W YLy | . el ¢ A o Thid D 'i‘—'
.. | Threatens Hitting Kyiv's ‘Decision Centres’ With Newissile In Response To Strikes e
uan - Using Western Weapons; Calls Trump Intelliget, But Says Doesn’t Believe He's Safe :
e Reuters ' o M R In NI FAE
un- i Jyresident Viadimir Putin Yol e i .. S &/ stries, parliament or preside-
nst : I said Thursday that Russia B F g nt's office in the 33-month war. :
"M i L would use all weapons at L9 N . Kyivis heavily protectedby :
ed ! itsdisposal against Ukraine if s akdﬂfenmhnmﬂnmﬂze
a- ¢ Kyiv were to acquire nuclear \‘ { Oreshnik, which Russia fired i
. i arms. The NYT reported last (s i \ for thefirsttimeat a Ukrainian
k- : week that some unidentified f.‘-‘-‘ city last week, is “incapable of :
h : Western officials had sugges- f being intercepted”. “At prese-
s- : ted US President Joe Biden co- nt,themirﬂsu-yofdefemqand_g
s : uld give Ukraine nuclear wea- the general staff are :
d | ponsbeforehe leaves office. targets. These could be milita-
 RE “If the country which we ry facilities, defence and in-
y : areessentially at war withnow

-

: becomes a nuclear power, what

’ do we do? We will use all means

. of destruction available to Rus-
sia,” Putin said at a presser in
Kazakhstan. “If officially so-
neone were to transfer somet-

: hing, then that would mean a
{ violation of all the non-prolife-
: ration commitments they have

: made,” Putin said. He also said

{ it was practically impossible
: for Ukraine to produce a nucle-

i “ar weapon, but that it might
¢ abletomake some kind of
¢ tybomb”, a conventional

be
“d.il‘"
bomb

- laced with radioactive materi-
- al. Inthat case, Russia would re-
- spond appropriately, he said.

Putin also said that Russia
may use its new Oreshnik hy-
personic missile to attack “de-
cision-making centres” in Ky-
v in response to Ukraine’s fi-
ring of Western missilesat Ru-
ssian territory. Russia has not
so far struck Ukrainian mini-
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‘Massive’ Russian aerial attackcuts

power to 1 million

Kyiv:
“mass

Russia conducted a
ive” attack against Uk-

raine’s energy infrastructure -

on Thursday, firing nearly 200
missiles and drones and lea-
ving more than a million hou-
seholds without power, Ukrai-
nian officials said. Russia’s se-
cond major aerial attack on
Ukraine’s power grid in less
than two weeks amplified fears
that theKremlin aims to cripp-
le the country’s power genera-
tion capacity before winter;
President Putin said it was:
in response to Ukraine’s stri-.
kes on Russian territory with

F g

homes in Ukraine

Volodymyr Zelensky accused
Russia of a “despicable escala-
tion”, saying it had used cruise
missiles with cluster muni-
tions. Cluster munitions relea-

a wide area, making them
dangerous to civilians both du-

sia on Ukraine’s energy infra-
structure this year Russia has
knocked out about half Ukrai-
ne’s available generating capa-
city during the war. acencies

dustrial enterprises, or deci- :
sion-makingcentres in Kyiv” :
Trump as an experienced and :
intelligent politician, but said -
“he did not’believe he was safe.

Trump, up to and includingan
more than once”. Talking abo- :
ut what he described as Biden
office’s decision to escalate the

war by allowing Kyiv to strike
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her way, Putin said he thought -
Trump would “find the solu- :
tion” and said Moscow wasrea-
dy for dialogue. acencies
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