Local firms scared
BRO to build roads

in Bastar

Rashmi.Drolia@timesofindiz

Organization (BRO)

stepped into dreaded Maoist
commander Hidma'’s den in
Bastar division to build roads
that no civilian contractor
dared take up. BRO is known
for its expertise in building

roads in treacherous, moun- BRO has already started wurk in

tainous regions of Ladakh Maoist commander Hidma's den
and the North-East, and

Chhattisgarh is perhaps the tense protests after three vil-
only Maoist-affected state lagers werekilled in police fir-
where it has been deployed, ingonMay17,2021.

said an officerr BRO teams Local contractors were
started work in aremote part too scared to take up projects
of Bijapur on Monday. in these areas and multiple

In 2004-06, during a period tenders got no response. Ac-
of intense Maoist violence, cording tosources,the Union
BRO had constructed a 100km home minister intervened
road between Jagdalpur and and BRO wasgiven the task.
Geedam in Dantewada. It’s Officialsarenotsharingde-
still the best in Bastar. This tailsof theroutes butsaid that
time, theassignmenthastaken Tarrem and Kondapalli road
: theroadspecialiststothemost  will be 18km long and the one
: yolatile hotbed of Maoist in- from Silger to Puwarti is
: surgency in Bastar BRO will planned to be 1ikm. The Tar-
:  build two roads, from Hidma’s rem-Kondapalli stretch is ex-
Puwarti village to Silger, and pectedtobecompletedbyJune
from Tarrem to Kondapalli. 2025 and will cost around Rs 40

Puwarti is Hidma’s native  crore. “This is another step to-
village and barely 2km from wards achieving the target of
Tekulguda where 23 security Union home minister Amit
personnel were Killed in a Shah’s vow to e]immate
Maoist ambush in April 2021. Maoists by March 2026,” Bas-

And Silger was the site of in- ‘ mrrangeIGPSundarm said.



Trump pledges
China tariffs that threat

WamsTl'adingPamﬂsToStop‘lnvasmn Df 1l

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tnn

: Washington: In a warning
: shotthatechoed across major
= : world capitals and business
! majors on Tuesday, US Presi-
: dent-elect Donald Trump sa-
: id he will issue executive or-
i ders on day one of his presi-
: dency imposing new tariffs
: on all imported goods from
: China, Mexico and Canada,
: Washington’s three largest
: trading partners, to stop the
i “invasion” of illegal mig-
: rantsanddrugsintotheUS.
Inaposton his Truth Social
platform, Trump put the onus
of containing illegal border
crossings squarely on two im-
mediate neighbours on its so-
uthern and northern borders,
saying “both Mexicoand Cana-
da have the absolute right and
i power to easily solve this long
: simmering problem. We here-
: by demand that they use this
: power,and untilsuch time that
: they do, it is time for them to
: payavery bigprice!”
; Trump’s warning, co-
: mingamid reportshecited of
: migrant caravans winding
: their way across Mexico to
: breach the US border before
¢ his Jan 20 inauguration, pro-
i posesa25% tariff on Mexican
and Canadian goods.
Z In a second post, Trump to-
ok aim at Beijing ﬂJr not follo-
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: CO | President | CANADA | PM
o’ clauan Sheinbaum | Justin Trudeau calls
says ‘neither Trump, an official
' threats nor tariffs says talks were
will solve the issue | constructive; PM

WHAT TRUMP SAID _ of migration or to meet premiers
10n Jan 20th, Iwill  drug consumption. | of Canacfa"s 10
sign documents Imposing one tariff | provinces this

to charge Mexico would mean another | week to discuss
and Canadaa25%  comes in response..’| US relations

tariff on all products

coming into the CHINA | Liu Pengyu, a spokesman for

US... will slap Chinese embassy, warns ‘no one will win
China with a 10% a trade war, says ‘China believes that
tariff, above any China-US economic and trade cooperation
additional tariffs is mutually beneficial’

The three countries together purchased more than $1tn of US

exports & provided $1.5tn of goods and services to US in 2023

the country. “Representatives
of China told me that they wo-
uld institute their maximum
penalty;, that of death, for any
drug dealers caught doing this
but, unfortunately; they never
followed through,” he said, ad-
ding that the tariffs would “re-
main in effect until such time
as Drugs, in particular Fenta-
nyl, and all Illegal Aliens stop
this Invasion of our Country!”

Trump did not name any
other country, including India,
from wherea growing number
of illegal immigrants are snea-
king into the US in recent mo-
nths from across the Mexican

“and Canadian borders after en-

ii- tering the continent through
At thirdcountries.ButtheMAGA

achieve ends he has promised
hisbaseregardless of thenatu-
reof bilateral ties.

The so-called Trump tariffs
would affect goods worth more
than $2 trillion involving the
four largest trading nations in
the world, with possibly catast-
rophic consequences for all fo-
ur and beyond if the matter is
notresolved quickly.

Thebluntwarningsentglo-
bal currencies and markets in-
toatailspin, and had Canadian
and Mexican leaders scramb-
ling for the phone to reach the
incoming administration,
even as many US industry lea-
ders and economists warned
that eventually Americans too
would suffer as businesses
pass on the tariff overlay on to

' consumers and the troika of

US trading majors imposed re-

- '
new Canada, Mexico,

igrantsAnd Drugs Into g

taliatory tariffs,

Pundits on the libera) gpy
moderate spectrum w
the move wotild lead to i
tion and higher prices for g,
American coOnsumer, with g,
me arguing that Trump ig

ingto tank the eoonmnybegm w

hetakes over on Jan 20,
“Just a reminder:
aren’t pald by other countrigg
A tariff is basically a salestay
raising the price of almosteys
rything you buy” Robert Ra
ich, a former labour ;
in the Clinton administration,
warned. One cartoon showed
Trump firing a bazooka at the
trading triad but the move big-
wing off the head of a Trump
voter standing behind him.
However, some prominent
Trumpsupporterstookamore
nuanced view of the tariff th-
reat, suggesting it was a nego-
tiating tactic aimed at achie-
ving his pledges to American
voters. “To be clear;, according
to Trump the 25% tariffs will
not be implemented, or if imp-
lemented will be removed, on-
ceMexico and Canada stopthe
flow of illegal immigrantsand
fentanyl into the US,” argued
Bill Ackman, abillionaire hed-
ge fund manager who sup-
ports the MAGA supremo. In
other words, he said in a post,
Trump is “going to use tariffs
as a weapon to achieve econo-
mic and political outcomes

which are in the best interest

of Amema.ﬂuﬁmnghisAm&

ricafirst policy.”
US correspondent for TOI
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Russia

Dipak.Dash
@timesofindia.c

New Delhi: Russia is eager
to Invest in and expand the
manufacturingof trainsand
their components in India to
meet its domestic require-
ments, arailway ministry of-
ficial said on Tuesday. Last
- week, Russian railway ma-
: jor TMH had expressed in-
: terestinthisplan.

In response to a ques-
tion on Russian investment
in the railway sector in In-
dia, a top govt official said,
“They have huge domestic
requirements and for that
: they want to set up manu-
: facturing facilities here.
: They want to get these sup-
: pliesfromIndia.”

: The CEO of TMH, Kirill
: Lipa told a group of Indian
: journalist at the company’s
: headquarters in Moscow,
: “The current interest rate
: in India is very different
: from other countr}ea So,
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eyes India as hub
for train manufaettring

5

o are interested and
ready to invest in India. We
are interested in develop-
ing several facilities in In-
dia, which are capable of
providing certain compo-
nents and we think some of
them can be supplied to the
Russian marketaswell.”

Mentioning that Russia
currently has several sup-
ply contracts from India,
Lipa said, “We have a his-
torically good ties with
suppliers there (India) and
thatmeans we can increase
this import into Russia
fromIndia.”

TMH is the major stake-
holder in Kinet Railway So-
lutions, which has signed
approximately Rs 55,000
crore contract with Indian
Railways to produce 1,920
Vande Bharat sleeper
coaches and maintain them

for 85 years. Lipa said they

are “not 100king at gettin g

Vande Bharat project. fox
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The COP Cdp Oﬁ;That Should Surprise D\

Baku conference has shown up the glaring inad;cégcy~.ef the integaational climate framework
and the deep mistrust among nati ws foLtaeTIC

Chandra Bhushan

a crashing bank” - perfectly ez
the essence of the climate finanod

Including India. was adopted. This highlights the

broader failures of the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and global efforts to
address the climate crisis.

The Baku conference began with developing
countriesdemanding $1.3tn in annual funding from
developed nations by 2030 to tackle the climate
emergency Their proposal sought at least $500bn
in public funding, with the remainder provided as
concessional private finance.

Yet, after two weeks of contentious negotia-
tions, developed countries committed to only $300bn
annually by 2035, with no binding pledgefor public
funding. Instead, the deal vaguely promises to
source funds from “a wide variety of sources,
public and private, bilateral and mulﬂlzteral,
including alternative sources.” 1 1

Worse still, the agreement permits developed
countries to include climate-related loans from

as part of the funding pool. This means developed
nations are under no obligation to increase funding

Mahatma Gandhi’sfamous critique of
the CrippsMission in 1842 — describing
its proposal as "a_poat-dntad cheque on

adoptedatcoPmmBaku.Azerbauan.

However, there is one crucial difference: whila
Cripps’s figurative cheque was rejected, the Baku
finance deal, despite criticism from several nations,

0 sidestep-

leaving developing coun : : i

mgof theclimatecy r et 2009, developed  financlal burden will double aver the next decade. Ir
owever, ths 4

0 net thistargetonly in 2022, and even then,
ey e s wrovided a6 loans ai . Toaddressthisinjustics sevral proposals,including

market rates, burdening developing nations with debt. mm&ddm mmﬁ
Expecting U'ﬂlimmnm N8 that SHruges / ent, multilateral dew ner '
E&ﬁvyrpﬂuomwm_w. ' S %’““ these reforms would -

ons. B
paningful

Taht against climate change
i ons while countriesby117basis points, This translates toan additio-
e el T

Fha 3 \ ! t financial system is profiting from
i $100bn annually in climate finance effect, the mu, A e

"~ The path forward requires fundamental reforms in

the global financial system to empower develops

e ; climate crisis and revamping _ countries reportthe

UNFCCC to enable effective international collaboration.
The current global financial system is stacked —multiy
of - instance, pay interestrates onloans that are four times  than
higher than those paid by US and up to eight times
: disparity is being exacerbated by the climate crisis.
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against targeted attacks on

Hindusand other minorities
since the Aug 5 regime
change in Bangladesh.

The court’s order against
the priest charged with sedi-
tion triggered violent clashes
between supporters of the
monk and law enforcement
forces who were joined by lo-

 India-B'desh tensions mn
Hindu priest jailed for ‘sedjtj

Protect Minorities, 7
o :
Says MEA’ It s our % >AI'I Iskcon priest f
i and spokesperson of a
RetorisDhaka |k e &
Ahsan Tasnim on minorities in B'desh
Dhaka: The govts of India ;mmsngggfk i
and Bangladesh sparred Tu- | aifportafter e
esday after communal ten- case filed against him o
sions flared in Chittagong mdmd“ w{
| following a co- "M fiag
- urt’s denial of > Supporters protest after i
bail to Iskcon | he's denied bail. Obstruct
priest Chin- | hisprisonvan. Clashes
moy Krishna break out outside court.
Das Brahma- | Lawyer killed in violence
ik & chari, who has
emerged as a powerful voice  cals, leaving at least one dead

and many others injured. Eye-
witnesses identified the vic-
tim as Saiful Islam Alif (35),a
lawyer, alleging that he was
hacked to death by protesters.
Police confirmed receiving
reportsof thekillingbutemp-
hasised that the situation re-
mainedunder control.

The court verdict could
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Police on Tuesday lathicharged supporters of Chinmoy Krishna D
Brahmachari after a court in Chittagong denied him bail

worsen New Delhi's relations
with Dhaka, which have been
going downhill since the ous-
ter of the Sheikh Hasina govt.
India noted with “deep con-
cern” the arrest and denial of
bail to the priest and urged
Bangladeshi authorities to
ensure safety and security of
Hindus and allminorities.
Bangladesh hit back later
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in the evening calling the is-
sue an “internal affair”. Its
ministry of foreign affairssa-
id such “unfounded” state-
ments not only misrepresent
facts but also “stand contrary
to the spirit of friendshipand
understanding between the
twoneighbouring countries™.
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