India successfully test-f

NEW DELHL Nov 12 {PTI)

INDIA on Tuesday successfully
carried out the maiden [light-
testofa Long Range Land Attack
Cruise Missile from an integrat-
ed test range off the coast of
Odisha. The Defence Ministry
said all sub-systems of the mis-
sile system performed as per
expectation and met the primary
mission objectives,

lisaid the missile followed the
desired path using way point
navigation and demo i
capability to perform v
manoeuvres while Mying at var-
ious altitudes and speeds.

I'he missile is also equipped
withadvanced avionics and soft-
ware (o ensure better and reli-
able performance.

“The Defence Research and
Development  Organisation

d the maiden
Long Range Land
Cruise Missile (LRLACM)
from the integrated test range
Chandipuroffthe coastof Odisha
from a mobile articulated
launcher,” the ministry said.

It said the missile perform-
ance was monitored by several
range sensors like radar, electro
optical tracking system and
telemetry deployed at different

Incations to ensure complete
coverage of the fMight path.
LRLACM has been developed by
the Aeronautical Development
Establishment, Bengaluru along
with contribution from other
DRDO laboratories and Indian
industries. Bharat Dynamics
Limited, Hyderabad and Bharat
Electronics Limited, Bengaluru
are the two development-cum-
production-pariners lor

LRLACM and they are engaged
in the missile development and
integration.

The test was witnessed bysen-
iorscientists from various DRDO
laboratories along with the rep-
resentatives from the three
Services, the usersof the system.

LRLACM is a Defence
Acquisition Council-approved
mission mode project.

Itis configured to laun chfrom

ong-range cruise missile

ground using mobile articulat-
edlauncher and also from front-
line ships using universal verd-
cal launch module system, offi-
cials said. Defence Minisier
Rajnath Singh complimented
DRDO, armed forces, and the
industryonthesuccessful maid-
en flight test.

It paves the way [or future
indigenous cruise missile devel-
opment programmes, he said.
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“We need 1o work together to
[fight terrorism, terrorists and
their ecosystem. And thars
why, we will soon bring a
new national counter-terror-
ism policy and strategy.”
-Home Minister Amit Shah

N THE recently con-

cluded "Anti-Terrorism

Conference 2024" held

at New Delhi, Home

Minister Amit Shah
committed that India will
soon come out with a new
national counter-terrorism
(CT) policy and strategy:
While our track record in
dealing with terrorism has
improved, itis also a [act
that our security agencies
continue to struggle with the
evolving nature of terrorism.
The recent hoax threats to
airlines, hotels, schools and
malls are some of the exam-
ples of various shades of 1er-
rorism as also the ability of
the law of the land to deal
with such challenges. As
rightly highlighted by the
Home Minister, terrorism
does not follow geographical
boundaries and areas of
jurisdiction, as familiar
our policing.

Terrorism has afflicted
most of the nations in the
last fifty vears or so but sur-
prisingly there is no univer-
sally accepted definition of
terrorism. Your terrorist is
my freedom fighter is often
quoted as the reason for not
accepting any nuanced defi-
nition. Even after the 9/11
attacks in the USA, which led
to the aggressive US led
global war on terrorism, ler-
rorism has flourished in one
way or another throughout
the world. Each country has
largely fought terrorism in
stand-alone mode and there
has not been much coordi-
nation among the nations to
come out with a definite
plan to tackle terrorism right
from the grass roots level.

Prime Minister Modi has
been advocating the idea of
an acceptable definition of
terrorism in various interna-
tional forum including the
United Nations but unfortu-
nately there has not been
much agreement.

Indian Army's Sub
Conventional Doctrine, pub-
lished in 2006 and made
available in the public
domain has defined
“Terrorism is the unlawful
use or the threatened use of
force or violence against
people or property to ter-
rorise, coerce or intimidate
governments or societies;
this is most often resorted to
with the aim of achieving
political, religious or ideolog-
ical objectives.”

A universally accepted del-
inition is unlikely to come
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Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Amit Shah
addresses the Anti-Terror Conference - 2024, at Sushma Swaraj

Bhawan in New Delhi on November 7, 2024.
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Even as Home Minister Amit Shah recently
committed that India will soon come out with a
new national counter-terrorism (CT) policy and

strategy, the most challenging part of the new
policy is going to be Centre-State
coordination and synergy. The internal political
dynamics of States which lead to dissonance
even in the matters of national security has been
a major failure of India’s federal
structure. Law & Order is a State subject but
terrorism which does not follow any
boundaries cannot be a purely State subject.

any time soon but the defini-
tion propagated by the
Indian Army should meet
our immediate and medium-
term legal obligations.
Indian Army which has the
experience of tackling terror-
ism in some form or another,
right from the Pak aided and
abetted 1947-48 tribal inva-
sion of Kashmir, which was a
classical case of state spon-
sored terrorism. It continues
to tackle terrorism in Jammu
& Kashmir and India’s North
East till this day and thus
Indian Army has to remain
embedded in any future CT
strategy of India.

Next important step in the
policy should be clearly

delineate the responsibility
and accountability in the
fight against terrorism. A
large number of agencies
have come up both at the
Centre and State/ UT level
and at times, they work at
cross purposes and some-
times do not have much syn-
ergy among themselves.
While CRPF has been desig-
nated as the CT Force
amongst the para military
forces, we still find other
para military forces operat-
ing in CT domain. The States
have come up with their own
forces to deal with terrorism
and Naxal threat. Indian
Army has Rashtriya Rifles
(RR) and Assam Rifles (AR)

" COUNTER -TERRORISM POLICY

as the designated Cl
The propos cy has to
offe i cuidelines ina CT'
1 for a particular State,
area or region with clear
accountability in case of fail-
ure, The strategy can postu-
late the combination of
forces best suited to tackle
the menace of terrorism in
most effective way. One of
the key essentials is seamless
communication which still
remains a challenge among
the various security agencies.

The new CT policy also
has to clearly define Human
Rights (HR} [rom the per-
spective of terrorism. The
issue of HR in the fight
against terrorism has been
the biggest stumbling block
for the security [orces.
Unlike basic HR which is
available to a criminal, a ter-
rorist can only be given the
shield of HR which justifies
strong action against a
scourge that affects the
whole society.

The most challenging part
ol the new policy is going o
be Centre-State coordination
and synergy. The internal
political dynamics of States
which lead to dissonance
even in the matters of
national security has been a
major failure of India’s feder-
al structure. Law & Order is a
State subject but terrorism
which does not follow any
boundaries cannot be a
purely State subject. The
States take any action by
Central agencies as inlringe-
ment of their domain and
often it leads to [riction
between the security lorces
and Intelligence agencies.
The assurance of the Home
Minister that the new policy
in no way would reduce the
rights of the States is wel-
come. The proposed model
Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS)
and model Special Task
Force (STF) appears to be
good step Lo bring common
structures and platforms
which can be adopted by the
States to fight terror more
elficiently. Here | would like
to suggest deputation of
experienced Army officers o
the states as part of ATS and
STE

The international dimen-
sion of terrorism should also
be enunciated in the new
policy. The strategy on diplo-
matic engagement, foreign
assistance and information
sharing should evolve, par-
ticularly at a time when India
has regained its status as a
responsible global player.
The new CT policy should be
discussed and analysed
before it is finalised and
should remain apolitical dis-
course, in the larger security
interest of India.
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NEW DELHI, Nov 12 (ANI)

RESIDENTS in Delhi urged the
administration to ch
alarminglevel of pollutioninthe
national capital demandinglong-
term solution as the Air Quality
Index (AQI) continue to remain
in the ‘very poor’ category for
the second week post-Diwali.

Several parts of the city was cov-
ered in smog onTuesday morn-
ing with many residents com-
plaining difficulty in breathing
amid the deteriorating air qual-
ity.

According to the Central
PollutionControl Board’s (CPCB)
data, the Air Quality Index (AQI)
in Delhi was recorded at 355 as
of 8am today, categorised as ‘very
poor.’

Varun, a cyclist at Kartavya
Path, said, “I have been staying
in Delhi for the last 25 years, |
have been cycling here regular-
ly from last two to three years,
the pollution increases during
this period only, government
focuses onlyoncrackersbut they

A thin layer of smog envelops Bhikaiji Cama Place area as the air
quality categorised as 'very poor' according to the Central Pollution

Control Board, in New Delhi on Monday.

(ANI )

are not the main reason behind
this. The main reason is stubble
burning in the nearby States.”
Another Delhi resident, Ankit
Sachdeva, said, “We pay taxes to
the Governmentfor facilities but
we have to fix this as well.
Governmentneeds to check pol-
lution.” AshokViharrecordedan

AQI of 390, Dwarka Sector 8 at
367, DTU at 366, Jahangiripuri
at 417, Lodhi Road at 313,
Mundka at404, Najafgarhat355,
Narelaat 356, as per SAFAR India.

The Air Quality Index (AQI) in
the Anand Vihar area dipped to
‘severe’ category, as per the CPCB
data.



India confident of reaching $100 bn trade wj

NEW DELHL Nov 12 (PTI)

INDIA is confident of achieving
USD 100 billion in annual bilat-
eral trade with Russia wellahead
of the timeline of 2030 and a
more substantive relationship
between the two nations has a
larger global resonance, External
Affairs Minister SJaishankar said
on Tuesday.

There havebeenchallengesto
trade, especially with regard to
paymentsand logisticsand per-
ceptible progress hasbeen made
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in that regard, but there i§
me work to be dor
@Vl inister was
speakingat the 25th India-Russia
Intergovernmental Commission
on Trade, Economic, Scientific,
Technological and Cultural
Cooperation (IRIGC-TEC).

The Russian delegation at the
meeting was led by First
Deputy Prime Minister Denis
Manturov.

In his televised opening
remarksat the 25th session of the
(IRIGC-TEC), Jaishankarsaid the

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar with Russia's first
Deputy Prime Minister Denis
Manturov during the 25th
meeting of the India-Russia
Intergovemmental Commission,

in New Delhi. (PTI)

sia ahead of 2030 timeline; EAM

trade between the lwo countries
needs to be “more balanced and
that would require addressing
current constraints and under-
taking greater facilitativeefforts.”

“As two major nations in an
increasingly multipolar world, a
more substantive relationship
between us has a larger reso-
nance,” he said.

The External Affairs Minister
said New Delhi welcomes and ful-
ly reciprocates Moscow's grow-
ing interest in exploring eco-
nomic opportunities in India.



0P29 adopts establishment

B By Uzmi Athar
BAKU, Nov 12 (PT])

IN A landmark decisionon the first
day of the global climate talks here,
COP29 has officially adopted the
new operational standards for a
mechanismofthe Paris Agreement
underArticle6, setting the stage for
a global carbon market.

This adoption of article 6.4,
achieved during the Conference of
the Parties serving as the meeting
ofthe Parties to the ParisAgreement
(CMA), sets the stage for opera-
tionalisingArticle 6, which has faced
years of deadlock. Article 6 of the
Paris Agreement facilitates inter-
national collaboration tolower car-
bon emissions.

1t offers two pathways for coun-
tries and companies to trade car-
bonoffsets, supporting theachieve-
mentofemissionreduction targets
selin their climate action plans, or
nationally determined contribu-
tions (NDCs). The first option,
known as Article 6.2, allows two
countries to establish a bilateral
carbon trading agreement under
their own terms.

The second, Article 6.4, seeks to
develop a centralised, UN-man-
aged system to enable both coun-
tries and companies to offset and
trade carbon emissions.

The Article6.4 Supervisory Body,
tasked with creating a United
Nations-governed carbon market,
finalised essential standards cov-
ering carbon removal projects and
methodology guidance.

These include guidelines on the
development and assessment of

act’s Art 0

eloping countries must not leave
Baku empty-handed: UN Secy-General

Antonio Guterres, UN Secretary
General, speaks during a plenary
session at the COP29 UN Climate
Summit, on Tuesday in Baku,
Azerbaijan. (AP/PTI)

B By Uzmi Athar
BAKU, Nov 12 (PTI)

UN SECRETARY-GENERAL
Antonio Guterres on Tuesday urged

methodologies and
requirements for carbon removal
activities. While previously delayed
by conflicting views over trans-
parency andquality, the earlyadop-
tion of these standards is intended
to streamline carbon market oper-
ations.

Despite the historic agreement,
concerns arose over the process.
Some delegates questioned whether
the Presidency’sswift push toadopt
these standardsatthestartof COP29
undermined traditional governance
procedures.

Negotiations had previously fal-

worldleaders toensure that COP29
must tear down thewalls of climate
finance, warning that “developing
countries must not leave Baku
empty-handed”.

Addressing the opening cere-
monyoftheWorld Leaders Climate
Action Summit at COP29 here,
Guterres sought urgent measures
to support developing nations,
which are bearing the brunt of cli-
mate-fuelled catastrophes despite
contributingrelatively little to glob-
al emissions.

“Therich cause the problem, the
poor pay the highest price,”
Guterres said, pointing out that
developing nations face dispro-
portionate impacts from climate
change, such as food insecurity,

(Contd on page 5)

teredduetodivergentviews onhow
permanent and reliable carbon
credits should be. At COP28, dis-
putes over forest creditsand delor-
estation risks hindered progress,
leading some stakeholders to wor-
ry that the expedited adoption at
COP29 could set a precedent for
sidestepping scrutiny.
Environmental  organisations

expressed cautious optimism.
John Verdieck, Global Climate
Policy Lead at The Nature
Conservancy, noted, “The Art 6.4
decisionisahelpfulstart to COP29.
(Contd on page 5)




First all-women CISF reserve hattalion soon

NEW DELHI, Nov 12 (PTI)

A FIRST-EVER all-women CISF reserve bat,
talion comprising ggore than 1,000 pgse®n-
nel has been sanctgped ¢ Union
Government keeping in mind the burgeon-
ing duties of the force at airports and
othervitalinstallations. Officials told PTIthat
the unit will be raised from within the sanc-
tioned manpower of the force of about two
lakh personnel.

The Union Home Ministry issued a sanc-
tion order this week approving an exclusive
women reserve unit in the force with a total
strength of 1,025 personnel led by a senior
commandant-rank officer, they said.

The Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF) has 12 reserve battalions under its
establishment at present.

Asthe name suggests, theseunitsarekept

in reserve and used as reinforcement when
theforcegetsanewjoblike temporary duties
ofconductingelectionsand permanent tasks
ofguardinganinstallation likethe Parliament
House complex that came under CISF cov-
er this year, an official said. The force has a
huge women interface at facilities like the
68 civil airports that it guards, the Delhi
Metro and historical monuments like the
Taj Mahal and the Red Fort.






