Military museums to be e-linked to one platform soon: CDS

NEW DELHL Nov 8 (PTI)

CHIEF of Defence Stalf General
AnilChauhanon Fridaysaid work
is underway to virtually link the
various militally museums toone
e-platform unfer a project that
aims to spread
India’s glorious

In his keynote ad0res
inaugural ceremony of the sec-
ond edition of the Indian Military
Heritage Festival here, the CDS
alsopitchedforcreating military
fiction work that combines lit-
erary fiction with military events
of the past to make them more
accessible to the masses.

“We, inthe armed forces, with

anintent tospread awareness of

our glorious historyandheritage,
haveinitiated aprojectofe-link-
ing of ourmilitary museums. We
alreadye-linkedabouteight-ten
of these military museums, and
shortly we are going to e-link all

CDS General Anil Chauhan addresses at the inauguration of the

2nd edition of Indian Military Heritage Festival, in New Delhi.

(PTI)

47-48 military museums, So, they
will be available at one site, you
need not have to go there”
General Chauhan said.

The CDS said, “We are also
thinking of e-linking all the war

museums” Lo a national plat-
form, so that it would be avail-
able to people, who wish to vis-
it these sites virtually.

Similarly, to familiarise people
with military valour, a hybrid

model has been adopted for“bat-
tlefield tourism”, he added.

“This includes online links of
various battlefields where the
Armed Forces have fought, and
actual field tours of those bal-
tlefields willalso be organised for
those wanting further informa-
tiononthe exploits of the Indians
armed forces in theses theatres
of war,” the CDS said.

The event also witnessed the
launchofProject’ Shaurya Gatha'
which is an initiative of the
Department of Military Alfairs
and think-tank USI. The project
aims to conserve and promole
India’s military heritage through
education and tourism, it said.

The festival aims 1o engage
global and Indian think-tanks,
corporations, publicand private
sector undertakings, non-profit
organisations, academicians,
and research scholars focusing
on India's national security,




India, ASEAN collaboration

can be crucial i In tackli

SINGAPORE, Nov 8
(PTI)

INDIA and ASEAN
are major demogra-
phies and their col-
laboration can be
crucial in tackling
contemporary issues,
ensuring food and
health security and
addressing political
challenges in the
shared region like
Myanmar, External
Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar said on Extemal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with Singapore Foreign

Friday.

Affairs Minister Vivian Balakrishnan on the sidelines of 8th

Jaishankar's Roundtable of ASEAN - India Network of Think - Tanks, in

remarks came as he Singapore.

(PTI)

addressed the Eighth
Roundtable of ASEAN-India Network of
Think-Tanks - Navigating a World in
Transition: Agenda for ASEAN-India
Cooperation. “India and ASEAN are major
demographieswhose emerging demandscan
not only support each other but become
larger productive forces in the internation-
al economy,” Jaishankar, who is here on a
day-long visit, said. Together, ASEAN and
India account for more than a quarter of
the world’s population, he said.

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on
Friday met Singapore’s top leaders, includ-
ing President Tharman Shanmugaratnam
and Prime Minister Lawrance Wong, and
discussed ways toadvance the bilateral part-
nership and shared perspectives onregion-
al and global developments.

During hismeetingwithWong, Jaishankar
conveyed to him warm greetings of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. The Association of

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) members
include Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore,

Thailand and Vietnam.

“Our consumer demands and lifestyle
choices are themselves major economic
drivers. Theywill also shape the scale of serv-
ices and connectivity as we promote trade,
tourism, mobilityand education. The mag-
nitude of our endeavours has a resonance
that is far beyond the immediate domain,”
he said. “Collaboration can also be crucial
in addressing contemporary challenges. In
an era of extreme climate events, ensuring
food security is a major concern. Similarly,
with the experience of global pandemics,
preparingforhealth securityisnolessvital,”
he added. Jaishankar said there are, and
therewill be political challengesinthe shared
region like Myanmar that India and ASEAN
will have to address together.



NEW DELHI, Nov 8 (PTI)

A JOINT ymilitary Zexercise
between Indyia Australia
beganin Pun riday with an
aim to promote cooperation
through enhancement of inter-
operability in the conductofjoint
sub-conventional operations in
semi-urban environment in
semi-desert terrain under the
relevantchapterof the UNman-
date.

The third edition of ‘Exercise
AUSTRAHIND' will be conduct-
ed in two phases -- combat con-
ditioning and tactical training,
and validation.

“Drills or aspects to be
rehearsed during the exercise
willinclude response to a terrorist

actionofcapturingadefinedter-
ritory; establishment of a joint
operations centre; conduct of
joint counter-terrorism opera-
tions like raid and search and
destroy missions; securing of a
helipad; employment of drones
and counter drone measures,
and special heli-borne opera-
tions,amongothers,” the defence
ministry said in a statement.

The two sides will also share
their best practices in tactics,
techniques and procedures of
conducting tactical operations
during the joint exercise at the
Foreign Training Node till
November 21.

‘Exercise AUSTRAHIND' isan
annual event conducted alter-
natively in India and Australia.




Army vehicle during an encounter at Sopore, in
Baramulla.

(PTI)

encounter

PRINAGAR, Nov 8 (PT1)

TWO terrorists werekilled on Friday inan overnightencounter
with security forces in Jammu and Kashmir’s Baramulla dis-
trict.

Their identification and affiliation are being ascertained.
Incriminating materials, arms and ammunition were recov-
ered from the slain terrorists following the encounter which
started on Thursday night after the security forces launched
anintelligence-basedoperation. IGP (Kashmir Zone) VK Birdi
said the operation was launched on Thursday night follow-
ing information about the presence of ultras in the area.

“As a cordon was being laid, there was an exchange offire.
We thought it prudent to first remove the civilians from the
area. After that, the cordon and search operation turned into
an encounterwhichended on Friday morning with thekilling
of two terrorists,” Birdi said. “A cache of arms and ammuni-
tion was recovered from the spot,” he added.




NO POWER TR :

restore Article

“EK HAI,

HAI”

DHULE, Nov 8 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi on Friday accused the
Congress-led INDIA blocofwantingto take the Constitution
out of Jammu and Kashmir and asserted that no power in
the world can restore Article 370 there.

Healsoaccused the Congress of pitting one casteagainst
another and cautioned people to stay united. “Ek hai, toh
safe hai,” he said.

TOH SAFE

can
In J&K: PM

Addressinghis first rally in Maharashtra for the November
20 Assembly elections, Modi said the INDIA grouping
is flaunting blank books passing them off as the
Constitution to provoke Dalits and Adivasis. The PM
said the Congress and its allies should not encourage
the “Pakistan agenda” and speak the language of sep-
~ aratists. The agenda won't succeed till he has people’s
blessings, said Modi. “Only Ambedkar’s Constitution will
be followed in J&K. You must have seen on TV how a res-
olution was moved in the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly
on bringing back Article 370 and when BJP MLAs protest-
ed, they were thrown out. The country and Maharashtra
should understand this,” Modi said.

The BJP’s star campaigner also accused the Congress of
playing a dangerous game of dividing castes and commu-
nities. If ST (Scheduled Tribes), SC (Scheduled Castes) and
OBCs (Other Backward Classes) stay united, the Congress
politics will be over, he said. “The Congress wants to pit
one caste against another and weaken the unity of SC, ST
and OBCs. Since Nehru's time Congress and his family
opposed reservation and now their fourth generation
‘vuvraj’ (prince) is working for caste divisions. You must
realise that ‘ek hai toh safe hai’ (we will be safe if we are
united),” he said. Earlier, Modi alleged, the Congress played

(Contd on page 5)




China approves $839 billion plan to

ACUING, New 8 (AP)

CHINA on Friday appeovid i &
wrillion yunn (5833 billicn) plon
o help local gevernminis vefl-
ey thelr mountaing of deb,
Frnehe Laeest puash inses pgrowt
o the wordds second largeso

eronoi Thie planwill be mple-
memtet i the nest thse yoars,
Xu Honpgeal, Viee-Chaivman of
the Kational People's Congressk
Minancinl and sconom -
mitter, sald ol o news confer-
ence o Friday,

Finance Minister Lin Fo'an

estimated that the hiddes deb
uflacal governmentswas 14,3 tdl-
Eivin sk (32 wllllon) ai the
ikt that sl ised

publicly.
v savied 2 nrill o yeney vl el
b allocuted saeh veer fom 2024

(Il filoeal govemments
sir dchis, He estimat-
thnt the amant of hidden
debiwill drog to 2 3 rllios yuan
15709 o by g o 2L

fliclals also said on Froday
1 thee eeiling Lo issae special
Tasds will be raised 10 35.52 1l -

Han yunn (5496 Bilioe) fom
26,52 wrillionyuan (54.1 Ebillion )
ot local gorveminenis.

Lim sadd tht the implemen-
mathon of such a lorgesenle
mplacemenl megsure indieales
a fundamen o shifl ™ o Chinas
approach 1o debit restridiurng

and said that China's govern-
it bt risk was “comtrollable.”

Analysts lave eall et for bald,
multi-trillion- yisin measunes o
reduvigneane the woeld's secomd
Jargest economy, which has el
1o bones Baek fully from the
COVID- 1 S pandemic. Lovul gov-

nance local government debt

ermmient debrs have ballooned
partly die to bigh sperding ard
Iy s revenues durgibe pan-
demrie, but wlso due oo down-
nen In thie propery Industey,
sinee sales of lind use fdghis, o
ey sotree of el gosermment
revenue, heve sagged.



