 Days after China pact,

Times News NETWORK

: New Delhi: India will con-

: tinue the process to restore

¢ peace along the Line of Ac-

: tual Control on the basis of
: theconsensusachieved with
: China,defence minister Raj-
: nath Singh said Wednesday;,
¢ during his ongoing two-day
: trip to Tezpur in Assam and
: Tawang in Arunachal Pra-
desh to review the oper-

Ra]nath to open toc

Rajnath Singh’s visit to Tawang
is significant since it is one of
the major flashpoints between
India and China

cated to Major Ralengnao
Bob Khathing and unveil a
statue of Sardar Patel.

“The heroicdeed of Major
Ralengnao Bob Khathing,
who bravely led an expedi-

i ational situation and cele- tion in February 1951 to bring
i brate Diwali with troops. the Indian administration to
| Singh’s visit to Tawangis  Tawang, hasnoparallel in hu-
significant since it is one of man history. What ‘Iron Man’
the major flashpoints be- Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel did
tween India and China, with  asIndia’sfirst home minister
the lattar clalm.ing it m part by integratingseveral prince-

N ers minfrasu-ucture devel-

ec 9, Il;rslnﬂsinﬁothemtmtryleav

oriered by Armv command-

f itary eqmpment
y to enhance
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PM to wsrt ngena,

Wlth Brazil V|5|t

For G20 Summit

smm.m.n.,
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: PM Narendra Mo-

di will travel to Guyana and Ni-

geria next month, coinciding

with his visit to Brazil where
he will be participating in the
G20 summit on Nov 18-19. This
will be his first visit to both
Guyana and Nigeria, which
are members of the Global
South community.

While the visit to Nigeria

will help underscore the im-

portance India attaches to one

of thelargestcountries in Afri-
ca in articulating the voice of
the developing world on multi-
lateral platforms like the UN,
G77 and NAM, the visit to
Guyana is important for In-
dia’s relations with CARICOM
(Caribbean Community) that

comprises 15 member-states,
A andﬁveassoc;atemembers
- ACARICOM-India summit

hlﬂ:ely to take place in capital
Georgetown during Modi’s vis-

) according to diplomatic W
. fngmms.,il\f.ﬂocl;llwﬂflf’l‘st1"*‘11‘51‘5l
eeting o

It will be Modi's first visit to both
Guyana and Nigeria, which are
members of the Global South

Asassassenmen
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development projects_ in the
CARICOM and another § 150 :

million Line of Credit forsolar,

renewable energy and climate- :

change related projects. Heal-

soannounced the setting up of

the Regional Center for Excel-

lence in Information Technol-
_Ogy in Georgetown, Guyana, :
according to a govt statement :

issued after themeeting.
~ In the case of Nigeria, this
will be the first visitbyanlndi

“an PM to the country since

Manmohan Singh in2007 when
the two countries elevated the
relationshiptoastrategicpart-
nership According ‘to the

- of a large

|
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After 4.5 yrs, India to resume

Armles Complete
Disengagement

- And Verification
Rajat.Pandit@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Army will
begin initial patrols on
Thursday to afew places whe-
re its access was blocked by
Chinese troops in the Dep-
sang and Demchok areas of
eastern Ladakh for the last fo-
ur and a half years, in asigni-
ficantdevelopmentthat India
hopes will eventually lead to
de-escalationalong the entire
Line of Actual Control.

The resumption of patrol-
ling will come after the two
armies on Wednesday comp-
leted the phased disengage-
ment and verification pro-

e

| TN weareri n !\iﬂlll\iﬂl P ubll-m_l

ndia _

cess to restore peace along
LAC on the basis of consen-
sus achieved with China, de-
fence minister Rajnath
Singh said Wednesday du-
ring his trip to Tezpur in As-

Arunachal on Thursday. Ta-
wang is one of the major

and China, with thelatter cla-
iming it as part of ‘South Ti-
bet’. On Dec 9, 2022, Chinese
troops had tried to transgress
across LAC at Yangtse in the
Tawang sector; which had led
toamajorphysical clash. P16

sam, He will visit Tawang in _

flashpoints between India

cess, both physically on the
ground as well as through ae-
rial surveillance by drones
and satellites, at the two re-

personnel at Sonitpur, Assam

maining face-off sites in the

- Depsang Plains and the Char-

ding Ninglung Nallah track
junction near Demechok.

“The aerial verification
of Demchok was completed
on Wednesday morning after
getting delayed by a day due
to bad weather. In the eve-
ning, ground commanders of
both sides met at two points
in Depsang, and one at Dem-
chok, for the final confirma-

~ tion of the dismantling of

temporary posts and struetu-
res as well as the mutual pull-
back of troops to pre-April
2020 positions,” a top defence
source told TOL

With the10-day disengage-

38888 d 20NN 0NR B Astadtatontenntdssnssnnrtan

ment and verification going :
off withoutamajorhitch,the
Army will “launch some ini-
tial patrolling on Thursday

and progressively expand it
to full-fledged patrols to all
areas over the coming days
and weeks”, he added.

PContinuedon P 28



NEW DELHI, Oct 31 (PTI)

CLIMATE chaggeunderahig
end emissions sCeMR ould
lead to a 16.9 per cent loss in
GDP by 2070 across the Asia
and Pacific region, with India
projected to suffer a 24.7 per
cent GDP loss, according to a
new report.

Risingsealevels and decreas-
ing labour productivity would
drive themostsignificantloss-
es, withlower-incomeand {rag-
ile economies being hit the
hardest, it said. The new
research, presented in theinau-
gural issue of ADB's “Asia-
Pacific Climate Report”, details
a series of damaging impacts
threatening the region.

Itsays that i the climate cri-
sis continues Lo accelerate, up
to 300 million people in the
region could be at risk from
coastal inundation, and tril-
lions of dollars' worth ofcoastal
assets could face annual dam-
age by 2070.

“Climate change has super-
charged the devastation from
tropical storms, heat waves,

and floods in the region, con-
tributing to unprecedented
economic challenges and
human suffering,” said ADB
President Masatsugu Asakawa.
Urgent, well-coordinated cli-
mate action addressing these
impacis is necessary before it
is too late, he said.
Thisclimatereport provides
insights into financing urgent
adaptation needs and offers
promising policy recommen-
dations to governments in our
developing member countries
on how to reduce greenhouse
gasemissionsatthe lowestcost,
he added. “By 2070, climate
change undera high-endemis-

sions scenario could cause a
total lossof 16.9 per centof GDP
across the Asia and Pacilic
region. Most of the region
would face more than 20 per-
cent loss.

“Among the assessed coun-
tries and subregions, these loss-
es are concentrated in
Bangladesh (30.5percent), Viet
Nam (percent), Indonesia (per
cent), India (24.7 percent), ‘the
restofSoutheastAsia' (23.4 per
cent), higher-income
Southeast Asia (22 per cent),
Pakistan (21.1 per cent), the
Pacific (18.6 per cent), and the
Philippines (18.1 per cent),”
the report said.



BERLIN, Oct 31 (AP)

GERMANY ordered the closure ofall three
Iranian consulates in the country ™

Thursday in response to the execution
of Iranian German prisoner Jamshid

Sharmahd, who lived in the United States
and was kidnapped in Dubai in 2020 by
Iranian security forces.

Sharmahd, 69, was put todeath in Iran
on Monday on terrorism charges, the
Iranian judiciarysaid. That followed a2023
trial that Germany, the US and interna-

Republic with onlyitsembassy in Berlin,
The German Foreign Ministry had
already summoned Iran's charge d'af-
faires on Tuesday to protest Sharmahd's
execution. German Ambassador Markus
Potzel also protested to Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi, before being
recalled to Berlin for consultations.
Sharmahd was one of several Iranian
dissidents abroad in recent years either
tricked or kidnapped back to Iran as
Tehran began lashing out after the col-
lapse of its 2015 nuclear deal with world

tional rights groups dismissed asasham. People commemorate Iranian-German powers including Germany.

The decision to close the Iranian con- Jamshid Sharmahd during a protest Iran accused Sharmahd, who lived in
sulates in Frankfurt, Hamburg and following his execution in Iran, near the Glendora, California, of planning a 2008
Munich, announced by Foreign Minister Foreign Ministry in Berin, Germany on attack on a mosque that killed 14 people
Annalena Baerbock, leaves the Islamic Monday. (AP/PTI) (Contd on page 5)




Rlce stock set to rise tc

nes by Nov 1

Dipak.Dash@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Rice stock with
govt is set to touch around
300 lakh tonnes on Nov 1l
This is the highest stock
with the Food Corporation
of India (FCI) in the last two
decades, as per records
availableon its website.
Officials said the huge
stock is an issue and liqui-
dating this stockpile is a
challengeeven asthegovtal-
lowed states to take extra
ricedirectly from the FCI for
their own schemes and sale
of 23 lakh tonnes of the
grain to ethanol distilleries.
According to available
data, the FCI had a stockpile
of 299 lakh tonnes of rice
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and another 13 lakh tonnes
receivable from millers. As
per govt’s buffer norms, the
agency needs to keep 102.5
lakh tonnes as stock to meet
the food security scheme
and other welfare pro-

grammes of govtason Oct1.

The rice stock has in-
creased due to higher pro-
curement by govt agencies.
Moreover, the Centre had
stopped the sale of rice to

Y1

eX‘
last year and panned the
port of non-basmati white
rice, besides imposing duty
on the outbound shipment

' of white and parboiled rice

to address food od inflation
and deficient rainfall.

Only in the past three
months, govt took several de-
cisions, including allowing
states tobuy rice from FCL, al-
lowing export of non-basma-
ti white rice and removal of

" exportduty onparboiledrice.

Meanwhile, the food min-
istry hassaid paddy procure-
ment was under way in full
swing in Punjab and Harya-
na, the two major food bowls
of the country and like
every year 185 lakh and 60
lakh tonnes of paddy would
likely be procured from the
states, during the current
Kharif marketing season.

states from the central pool



