- What does the Global Hunger
- Index 202?13&3 about India?

Develoljmént raised concerns over the data collection method?

Whyhas.theliﬁnist:yofWomﬂ(

stunted, 18.7% of children wasted and
¥ : 2.9% of children dying before their fifth levels of hunger is “not always direct or
- The story so far: birthday. As per the survey, India has the - guaranteed”. In other words, GDP growth
< he Global Hunger Index for highest child wasting rate globally. alone does not result in improved food
SN 2024 states that a ‘serious’ level However, the analysis states that India and nutritional security for the entire
s of hunger is prevalent in India. | has demonstrated “significant political populace. Thus, the report puts forth the
~ Itranks India 105th among 127 will” to transform the food and nutrition ‘imperative for policies to emphasise /
~ countries, giving it a score of 27.3. A score — pointing to the National Food pro-poor development alongside |
- below 9.9 indicates low levels of hunger, Security Act, Poshan Abhiyan (National addressing social/economic inequalities. .
~ 1019.9 moderate, 35-49.9 alarming and Nutrition Mission), PM Garib Kalyan Yojna _
. above 50 extremely alarming, ~ (PMGKAY) and National Mission for What solutions does it propose?
MERB i 22 4 : AF Tt Natural Farming. But the report argues Broadly, the report proposes a
~ Whatdoes it state about India? there exists room for improvement. To multifaceted approach such as
- The score is based on four broad illustrate a solution, the report pointsto | access to social safety nets, addressing
- parameters, that is, child stunting (share the co-relation between the poor complementary factors relating to
!ﬁlﬁ.‘f'iof cbjldren under five with lower height nutritional status of mothers being : well-being and nutrition, alongside.
~ Pproportional to their age, reflecting transfemd onto their children. There ‘dedicated approaches to and
- chronic undernutrition), - €xists an ‘intergenerational pattern of [Provisioning nutritional needs. The first
iy DK , 1ent (share of population undernutrition’ where the factors driving | of the proposed measures entail
- with insufficient caloric intake), child India’s high child wasting rate entail improved access to safety nets and cash
ke g (share of children under five with | mgmeminﬂictedwithinsulﬁdentweight transfers. These, the report states, involve
o gain during pregnancy and low birth Improving access to programs such as the
weight among infants. ] Public Distribution Sc::dm (PDS),
[ GERSREIRE R S R TN d L | PMGKAY and Integrated Child
What? about India’s GDiigruivtiﬁ" ol mment Services (ICDS). Other than
The report states that the relationship | thic ir kernncac imvectmente i
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ISLAMABAD
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counterpart Ishaq Dar held
an “informal interaction”
at the conclusion lunch for
the Shanghai Cooperation
tion (SCO) Coun-
| cil of Heads of Government
meeting in Islamabad on
Wednesday.

rary

interaction even as a short
~video clip that appeared
| online showed the Minis-
- ters of the two countries
speaking at a table seated
next to each other,
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has been keen to host the
Indian team as part of the
Champions Trophy due to

be held in Pakistan in early

2025butlheBoardof

dis- ‘cmmumon-
s | ’Pmn

tions including Russia, Chi-
na, Iran, Belarus, and the
central Asian states, and
that “all leaders talked to

each other during lunch |
_and in the waiting lounge”.

The exchange reflected

a much warmer note than
similar previous encoun-
ters, including at the SCO

Foreign Ministers’ meeting |

in Goa in 2023, and the UN
General Assembly meet
last month.

Leaving Islamabad' at

the end of what had been |
the first visit by an Indian |

EmernalAﬁ'airsquisﬂerto

Sharif and Mr. Dar, com-
mendingthemﬁora“]?m' 4

ducﬁvemeet. :

taries from all 10 SCO na-
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Omar Abdullah sworn-i

SRINAGAR, Oct 16 (PTI)

NATIONAL Conference leader
OmarAbdullah tookoath asthe
Chiel Minister of Jammu and
Kashmir onWednesday, head-
ing the first elected
Government in the Union
Territory since 2019

when Article 370 X
wasabrogated R
and one the ?c_'“g"ess not .
Congress is to join the Council
staying of Ministers in
away from — pewly-formed J&K
for now.

Re Tawiii Government

and  Kashmir
turned another page
in its troubled history, Lt
Governor ManojSinha admin-
istered the path of office and
secrecy to Abdullah and five
ministers, including Surinder
Choudhary from Jammu who
is Deputy Chief Minister.
Abdullah, who takes overas
Chief Minister for a second
term,is the third generation of
the influential Abdullah fami-

Jammu and Kashmir Lt. Governor Manoj Sinha, Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah and other leaders at the swearing-in ceremony
of new J&K Government in Srinagar on Wednesday. (PTI)

ly to occupy the office - after
his grandfather  Sheikh
Abdullah and father Farooq
Abdullah. His first term asChief
Ministerwasfrom 2009 (0 2014
when Jammuand Kashmirwas
a full-fledged State.
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The five Ministers sworn in
were Choudhary, Sakina
Masood (Itoo), Javed Dar, Javed
Rana and Satish Sharma --
three from Jammu and two
from the KashmirValley, a clear
effort to assuage some of the

&K GM

Centre will
work closely
with CM Omar:
PM Modi

NEW DELHI, Oct 16 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday congratulated
Omar Abdullah on being sworn in
as the Chief Minister of Jammu
and Kashmir, and said the Centre
will work closely with him and
his team for J&K's progress.

In a post on X, Modi said,
“Congratulations to Shri Omar
Abdullah Jion taking oath as the
Chief Minister of Jammu and
Kashmir. Wishing him the very
best in his efforts to serve the
people.” “The Centre will work
closely with him and his team for
J&K's progress,” PM said.

apprehensions of people in
(Contd on page 5)



OVER 140 KILLED as fuel tankeér explodes in Nigeria

ABUJA (Nigeria), Oct 16 (AP)

MORE than 140 people were
killed and 50 others injured in
north-western Nigeria as they
tried to scoqpup fuel from an
overturned petrolT3 5
ing the vehicle to explode
Mames, the emergency servic-
es said on Wednesday.

The accident occurred at
midnight in Jigawa State’s
Majiya town after the tanker
driver lost control of the vehi-
cle while travelling on a high-
way, local police spokesperson
Lawan Adam said.

Ninety-seven people were
“burned to ashes” at the scene
while eight others died at the
hospital, Dr. Haruna Mairiga,
head of the Jigawa State
Emergency  Management
Agency, told The Associated

Press. Deadly tankeraccidents
are commonin Nigeria, Africa’s
most populous country, where
traffic regulationsare notstrict-
lyenforced inmany placesand
there is a lack of alternatives
such asan efficientrailway sys-
tem totransportcargo. Itisalso
common for people to salvage
fuel with cups and buckels to
take home after such acci-
dents.The practice has become
more common amid Nigeria's

soaring fuel prices, which have
tripled since the start oflast year
asNigeriaended costly gas sub-
sidies. The driver involved in
the latest accident had trav-
elled about 110 kilometres (68
miles) from the neighbouring
Kano state, police said.
Residents who heard about
the accident rushed to the
scene and were scooping up
fuel, "sparking amassive infer-
no’, police spokesman Lawan

Adam said. Videos that
appeared to be from the scene
showed a massive fire stretch-
ing across the entire area, with
what appeared to bebodieslit-
tered at the scene.

Residents in Majiya town
were in  mourning on
Wednesday morning as locals
held a mass burial for the vic-
tims. Most of the bodies were
unrecognisable, theemergency
services said.

“Ifthey knew (about the dan-
ger), they wouldn't have gone
to fetch (the fuel),” said Mairiga,
head of the emergency servic-
es, He said emergency servic-
esonly arrivedat the scene sev-
eral hours after the accident.
“But the incident had already
happened ... Those caught up
(inthefire) were burned to ash-
es,” Mairiga said.




