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The administration also
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Terminal High Altitude Area
Defence battery to Israel and
roughly 100 soldiers to opera-
te it has eased someof Israel’s
concerns about possible Ira-
nian retaliation and general
security issues. The Pentagon
on Sunday announced the TH-
AAD deployment to help bal-
ster Israel’s air defences follo-
wing Iran’s missile attacks on
Israel in April and Oct.
However, the US officials
cautioned the assurance is not
iron-clad and that cin:m'nsmn- :
ces could change The officials
also noted t.hallsraeli rac




NEW DELHI. Oct 15 (PTD

THE southwest mon
completely withdraw
the country and the northeast
monsoon has begun over
southeast peninsular India, the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said on
Tuesday.

This year, the southwest
monsoon reached Kerala on
May 30 and covered the entire
country by July 2. It began its
retreat fromnorthwest Indiaon
September 23,

Typically, the southwest
monsoon arrives in Kerala by
June 1 and covers the country
by July 8, with its withdrawal
from northwest India starting
around September 17 and
completing by October 15.

“Today, the southwest mon-
soon has withdrawn from the
entire country, Simultaneously,
northeast monsoon rainfall
activity has commenced over
southeast peninsular India,"
the IMD said in a statement.

The country recorded 934.8
mm ofrainfall compared tothe
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normal of868.6 mm -- the high-
est since 2020 -- in the mon-
soon season this year.

Intense low-pressure sys-
tems, especially in August and
September, resulted in 8 per
cent more rainfall than usual
in India during the 2024 mon-
soon season, according Lo the
weather department.

The rainfall was 2 per cent
higher thannormalinjuneand
July, while August and

September saw 12 per cent
above normal rains.

The IMD said India did not
experience any “break mon-
soon” conditions this year
because of the large number
of low-pressure systems.

Regionally, central India
received 19.5 per cent more
rain than usual, peninsular
Indiasaw 14 percent morerain
and northwest India recorded
7 per cent above-normal rain.

However, eastern and north-
eastern India got 14 per cent
less rain than expected, the
IMD said.

The rainfall in June was 11
percentbelownormal, butJuly
saw 9 per cent more rain,
August had 15.3 per cent extra
and September recorded 11.6
per cent more-than-normal
rainfall.

Only three of India’s 36 mete-
orological subdivisions hadless
rainfall than normal this sea-
son, Twenty-one subdivisions
saw normal rainfall, 10 had
excess and two reported large
EXCess.

Rajasthan, Gujarat, western
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
TelanganaandAndhra Pradesh
were among the states with
more rainfall than usual,
according to the IMD.

In 2023, India recorded 820
mm of rainfall, which was 94.4
per cent ol the long-peried
average (LPA). In 2022, the
country received 925 mm (106
per cent of the LPA) rain, 870
mm rain in 2021 and 958 mm
rain in 2020.






Joint General Debate

on decolonisation at UN

India condemnsPak’s
‘unsubstantiated
allegation's’ on J&K

NEW YORK, Oct 15 (ANI)

COUNSELLOR Eldos Mathew Punnoose
exercised India’s right of reply against
Pakistanatthe Joint General Debate Asks
on decolonisation at the United

Nations on Monday. Punnoose Pak to cedse

condemned Pakistan’s “unsub- 2
stantiated allegations” regarding human Il ghts
the Union Territories of Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh. abuses

He emphasised the need for
Pakistan to cease its ongoing human

rights violations in Pakistan-occupied
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh.

(Contd on page 3)
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