Says ‘Fail-Proof
Deterrence’
Needed Amid
China Standoff

TIMES NEws NeTwork

New Delhi: Ahead of the im-
pending creation of integrat-
ed theatre commands, de-
fence minister Rajnath Singh
on Thursday told the armed
forces to evolve a ‘joint mili-
tary vision’ and prepare for
challenges the country may
face in future wars, amid the
continuing military confron-
tation with China and tur-
moil in the neighbourhood.
“India is a peace-loving
nation but the armed forces
need to be prepared for war in
order to preserve peace... We
should have fail-proof deter-
rence,” Singhsaid, asking the
military brass to closely
study the ongoing Russia-Uk-
raine and Israel-Hamas con-
flicts as well as the current
situation in Bangladesh.

The defence minister, ad-
dressing the joint command-
ers’ conference,(JJC) in Luck-
now, said the Army, IAF and
Navy should always stay pre-
pared to deal with the “unex-
pected”, with strategies in
place for “synergised, swift
and proportionate responses
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Armed forces should sta
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Y prepared with strategies in place for

'synergised, swift responses to provocations', Rajnath said

stressed the need for “a broad-
erand deeper analysis” by the
top military leadership in
view of thesituation alongthe
northern borders with China
and the happenings in neigh-
bouring countries, which are
posing a challenge to peace
and stabilityin the region.

The minister had a closed-
door session with the military
brass on China and the situa-
tion along the 3,488-km line of
actual control. Singh said,
“Despite global volatility, In-
diaisenjoyingarare peacedi-
vidend and it is developing
peacefully. However, due to
the increasing number of
challenges, we need to re-
main alert.”

“We need to focus on our
present,keepaneyeontheac-
tivities happening around us
at present, and focus on being
future-oriented. For this, we
should have a strong and ro-
bust national security com-

ponent,” he added,

Theministeralsostressed
upontheneed toevolveajoint
military vision to further en-
hance integration and syner-
gy in operations, doctrines,
policies and procurements
among the three Services, He
further called upon the com-
manders to “identify and in-
clude the right mix of tradi-
tional and modern warfare
equipment” in theirarsenals,
while stressing on capability
development in space and
electronic warfare since they
are “integraltotacklingmod-
ern-day challenges”.

Asking them to increase
the use of latest technological
advancements in the fields of
data and artificial intelli-
gence, he said, “These compo-
nents donot participate in any
conflict or war directly But
their indirect participation is
deciding the course of war-
faretoagreatextent.”
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Retreat ceremony to the intro.

duction of kurtapyjamasin
naval messes, the forces are :

poised for some mOre mea. :

sures, repo[‘ts Rajat Pulﬂt.

‘During the joint com- :
manders conference, themilj- :
tary brass dweltupon theneed :
tocreateanew legacy inthel4- :
lakh strong forces, with de- :
fence minister Rajnath Singh :
releasingapublicationon‘Co- :
lonial Practises and the

Armed Forces - A Review',

Several serving military

officers and veterans, howev- :
er, feel that such relentless
drives, policies and seminars :
are unnecessarily diverting :
the attention of the forces :
from the clear and present :
danger posed by Chinaandits
expanding military collu-

siveness with Pakistan.

“The focus should only be

on modernisation and train- :

ing for future wars,” an offi-
cersaid.

to  provocations”.  Singh
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Rain effect:
onions 360 per

* Flood InWest UP, High Hynidity Dest

"} Notda: The prices of ﬁfs‘
! vegetables, especially ::'
- toesandnn!on--sm“ﬂ‘ ;
tail shopsduringthelast we-
ek followinga similartrend
inthe wholesalemaras-
The kel prices
wereattributed tothemonso:
on,whichledtaaml?ﬂw;-
tagesduetocrop 8
$ed by rain and humidity
At Sector27'sIndiraMar-
ket onionsweresoldatRs60
higherthan last

were being sold at Rs 60 per
kgagainst last_wa_ek’s Rs40,
radish at Rs 60, up from Rs
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40, brinjal at Rs 80, up from
Rs 60, cauliflower at Rs120,
up from Rs 100, ginger at RS
160, up from Rs 120, and gar-
lic at Rs 400, up from Rs 300

last week.

Meanwhile, the price of
tomatoes has decreased
from Rs 70 to Rs 50 per kg due
to fresh arrivals, while the

price of pumpkin has rema-
ined constant at Rs 40 per kg
for two weeks.

“he govt shotild keep the
vegetable prices in check @s
they affect each household,”
said Aanchal Kumari, a resi-
dent of Sector 26 who Was
ehop'pingnlmsmdimMa:kat.

Sonu Kumar, another ve-
getable seller in the Sector
12market,said thatthereisa
20-30% price increase in all
vegetablesduefothemonso-
on at hisstore.

"We get the vegetables
from Azadpur Mandi and
Ghazipur Mandi.The prices
have increased atthe whole-
sale market as well and this
riseisreflectingattheretail
shops,” hesaid.

The price hike has also
devoid customers of comp-

lementary coriander leaves
and green chillies by the
shopkeepars. Corianderlea-
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5, Hit Yield: Market Assn:

ves are now priced at Rs 600
per kg, up from Hs 400, and
green chillies have risen to
Hs aowrksfrom-nswmjuu
one week. !

“Plooding and waterlog-
ging often destroy plants
and reduce yield. Also, Noi-
da sources bles from
Delhi and western UP We
hope the situation will im-
prove in around two weeks,
once the rainy season ends.,
Rightnow. thereisnoscarci-
ty of vegetables including

(IMD), Noida saw a deficit
rainfall this monsoon, re-
cording 79.7mm rainfall as
against the normal of
399.2mm rainfall from June
1to Sept5, 2024.
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‘Brics Partners
Making Efforts
For Resolution’

TNN & Acencies

ussian President Vladi-
mir Putin Thursday said

e was constantly in to-

‘uch with India, Chinaand Bra-

zil over the Ukraine war, ad-
ding these countries were ma-

» Mind games? Putin says
he prefers Harris, PAGE OPP

king efforts to resolve the con-
flict. An agency report from
Vladivostok quoted him as sa-

ying these countries could po-

tentially act as mediators.
“If there is a desire of Uk-
raine to carry on with the ne-

gotmi:lons,lenndothat Were-

ﬁa@dsandpart

~ Putir

ndi,Singapor tal SCS, semicon

ndia and Singapore upgraded
bilateral ties to a comprehen-

sive strategic partnership as

PM Modi held talks with his co-
unterpart Lawrence Wong. The
two countries are looking to en-

| hance cooperation through ad-

vanced manufacturing, with fo-

.| cus on semiconductors. Amid

growing concerns over Chinese
assertiveness, they reaffirmed

<% | importance of peace, security

a semmonductor facility

nomic Forum in Vladivostok.
Separately, Russian presi-
dential spokesman Dmitry
Peskov told the Izvestia daily
that India could help in estab-

lishing a dialogue on Ukrai-

ne. Underlining the “highly
constructive, even friendly

~ relations” between Modi and
n, he said the Indian PM

“lead thelineon getting
a ormatlon from

and stability in and overflight
above South China Sea. P12

‘cates with Putin, with Zelens-
ky, and with the Americans”.
PM Modi had travelled to
Moscow in July, where he told
Putin that the conflict could
not be resolved on the battlefi-
eld, and followed it up with a
visittoKyivlastmonthduring
which he reiterated India’s
willingnessto contribute inall
possible ways to facilitate an
early return of peace.



Ex-Brexit negotiator
Barnier named ne

PARIS, Sept 5 (IANS)

IN A bid to breakNe ock
over the new French
Governmentaftertheelections
to the National
Assembly threw up a
fractured mandate,
President Emmanuel
Macron on Thursday
named right-wing
leader Michel Barnier
as Prime Minister.
Republicans (LR) &
partyleader Barnier, 73, willbe
the oldest to take over as the
Prime Minister of France, since
the Fifth Republiccommenced
in 1958. He succeeds Gabriel
Attal, theyoungest-evertohold
the post after hisappointment
inearly2024and whohasbeen

servingas caretaker in the post

since the July elections, the
‘BBC’ reported.

The EU's former chief Brexit
negotiator, Barnier has held
various senior posts,
both in France and
within the EU, during
his long political
career.

However, he now
faces the challenge of
| a Government that
will need to survive a
NauonalAssemblvdmdedmlo
three big pohllcaj blocs - the
largest being the left-wing New
Popular Front coalition, fol-
lowed by Macron's centrist
Ensemble, and the far-right
National Rally. The three hold
nearly 500 sealts.
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- What Pak’s SCO in

¥ RT-

ter Pl 1
on. | : ibility Of A
od hMctre A Formality Than A Peace 0 yUp The PSS med Till Now.
b ad “Level Visit From India, Hows It Might Have See
rass ;
i " reumstances .
Y- omm"";,m 4;;1&@3 o "Pammmdayiﬂm
4 a4 5)§ 1y bankrupt. It has y
Te- akistan p " internal and external finan-
M Shen- o el oreover, its
baz Sharif % clal problems. M s
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A | Council of matic Jeverage y
a ; Headsof Government(CHG) in the Gulf Uklﬁtiﬂf;ﬂdeﬁja;;
B - parched land: di Arabia, whic o
scape of India-Pakistan rela. warm and friendly ties
le : tons, the possibility of a India,” Parthmnﬂwm‘?-
& Mod 3 gjtil't tGShPakistan has India ‘:gﬁ%ﬁ:ﬁﬁ +
it : rical asobuvlf:m'%:g{ t?;}shmﬁ Tlgfnrr‘::imur any attempt to
e i of the SAARC summit disrupt the upcoming elec-
r- { which Islamabad wants to - tions in the Union Territory,
b host but has been unable to ~ External affairs minister S Jaishankar met his then Pakistan with Modi having warned
- for the past eight years be- counterpart Bilawal Bhutto at the SCO foreign ministers' summitinGoa  Jslamabad against use of ter-
1 &useor ltleJ'nublad relation-  last year, but they didn't have any bilateral session on the sidelines rorism and proxy war
if D with New Delhi.
The invite to Modi is for g a's Belt and Road Initiative ~ Ties In Deep Freeze
a multilateral event and o1 EXplainS ?BRI} — the China-Pakistan  Even Islamabad would not
" i was extended per the SCO Economic Corridor (CPEC)  like its invite to Modi to be
H protocol, just like India's role in the organisation, un-  passes throughPoK—and,at  seen as a peace outreach, as
' own invite in 2023 to then  derscoring its significance the heads of State summit it it maintains its position that
Pakistan foreign minister for regional security The hosted virtually last year, India must reverse its 2019
i Bilawal Bhutto Zardari for fact that the SCO Charter New Delhi didn’t sign on toa decision to revoke J&K's spe-
a meeting of SCO foreign doesn’t allow Pakistan to longterm economic strategy  cial status for any forward
! ministers in Goa. In this raisebilateral issueslike J&K  that SCO announced becauise movement in ties. For India
| i casethough, noteven Paki- has worked in India’s favour, of China’s imprint on it. of course, the core issue is
: stan perhaps expects Modi allowingit to join SCOevents Pakistan's continued support
t i tocome. And that's not just even in Pakistan at the level What Wil india Do? of cross-border terrorism.
; owing to the state of bilat-  of officials. SCO is also im- ' Thegovtwill obviouslythink  India has already an-
» § eral relations, but also be- portant for India's ties with long and hard over the mat-  nounced elections in J&K
2 : cause Modi has in the past resourcerich Central Asia. ter and the external affairs and promised restoration of
: : attended only the SCO However, India’s support  ministry has said nothingon f}tftehjo&tzj;mmcg;glt ﬁ?;
S : ese tives
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] i Cabinet mmxstertsnt;cglr the promoting regional security. thinking Tisny cid IR
§glIelae CC.ROVE IDoeLing, and combating terrorism, qjieves Pakistan has no lo-
6l s siudiachas usudlly been, separatism, and extremism. ¢ <tandi on how internal
| mprmnwdbléaﬁaﬁ affairs of J&K are run.
S o giuiates 8\ gjanAo At India and Pakistan have
t i or his predecessor, Sushm: had no substantive bilateral
| : Swaraj, atPl"BV"OUS _meet- engagement since the failed
; Ings. So, whether the PM bid torevive the dialogue pro-
f mqm%wﬁﬁm cess in 2015, when then for-
ngrades participation to visited Islamabad. Jaishan:
i 1s really‘the foreign secretary. The two
i . sides did manage o negotiate
; a ceasefire along the LoC in
2021,but that initiativedidn't
restore ties, apparently b&
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d the Pakistan for- by
ster but without

bilateral inter- dpaibe
ven a handshake,




