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New Delhi: The United
~ States govt has approved a
~ proposed sale of 53 MK-54
i lightweight torpedoes worth
i $175 million to India for the
i multi-mission MH-60R Sea-
: hawk helicopters being in-
: ducted by theIndian Navy.
: The Biden administra-
. i tion's notification to the US,
i Congress on Monday said
. i the sale will support Wash-
. i ington's foreign policy and
. 1 national security objectives
* i by helping to strengthen the
i bilateral strategic relation-
: ship and improving the se-
i curity of major defence
4 partner India, which “con-
i tinues to be an important
E fm"ce for pohtical sta‘bllity.
‘peace, and economic pro-
g‘mssinmemdo»Paczﬂcand
¢ South Asiaregions”.
i “The proposed sale will
nnpmvelndlascapabmty to
i meet current and future
i threats by increasing thesize
. of its anti-submarine weap--
E ons stockpile for its MI-I—GUR
: helicopters, it said.
i The Navy in March had
: commissioned itsfirstsquad-
5 ron of six submarine-hunt-
i ing MH-60R Seahawk heli-
i copters, armed with Hellfire
' missiles, MK-54 torpedoes,
i and precision-Kill rockets, at
5 INS Garuda in Kochi, as was
: - thenreported by TOL
By next year, India is slat-
ed to induct all the 24 heavy-
duWSaahﬂWks whichareal
4 - s0 equipped with multi-mode
rada?rs and nightvis de-
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torpedoes

Navy officers sald the induction
of Seahawks (in pic) represents a
'significant capability jump'in
detecting and destroying enemy

‘'submarines prowling in the IOR

india & Germany
discuss boosting
def-industrial ties
ndiaand Germany Tuesday
discussed measures to
further strengthen their
defence-industrial
collaborationand enhance
supply chain resilience.
‘Thetwosides reviewed
ongoing bilateral defence
cooperation activities,
including exercises in the air
and maritime domains, during
atelephonic conversation
between defence minister
Rajnath Singh and his German
counterpart Boris Pistorius.
“The two ministers planned
tomeetin the near future to
give concrete shape to the
defence engagementsand
joint projects,” an official said.
_- Aspart of its overall pollcy
‘tobolster defence-strategic




PM to visit Laos
on Oct 10-11 for

ASEAN-India, E
ia summi

NEW DELHI, Oct 8 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi will be on a two-day vis-
it to Laos on October 10
and 11 during which he will
attend the 21st ASEAN-India
Summitand the 19th East Asia
Summit, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said
on Tuesday.

Laos is the current chair of
ASEAN. On theinvitationofhis
Laos counterpart Sonexay
Siphandone, Prime Minister
Modi will visit Vientiane on
October 10-11, the MEA said
in a statement.

During the visit, Modi will
attend the 21st ASEAN-India
Summitand the 19th East Asia
Summit being hosted by Laos
as the current chair of ASEAN,
it said.

Modiisalsoexpectedtohold
bilateral meetings on the mar-
gins of the two summits,
according to the MEA.

“India is marking a decade
of the Act East Policy this year.
Relations with ASEAN are a
central pillar of the Act East
Policy and our Indo-Pacific
vision,” the MEA said.



- in4 Assam dists

f recent
djsturbancea in nelghhgm
Bangladesh, reports Prabin
Kalita. The four districts are
Tinsukia, Dibrugarh,
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Bibi: Israel
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Nobel Physics tg

STOCKHOLM, Oct 8 (AP)

TWO pioneers of artificial
intelligence -~ John Hopfield
and Geoffrey Hinton - won
the Nobel Prize in Physics
Tuesday forhelping create the
building blocks of machine
learning that is revolutionis-
ing the way we work and live
but also creates new threats
to humanity, one of the win-
ners said.

Hinton, who is known as
the Godfatherofartificial intel-
ligence, is a citizen of Canada

and Britain who works at the
University of Toronto and

HoplieldisanAmerican work-
ing at Princeton.

pioneers of Al

“This year's two Nobel
Laureates in Physics have used
tools from Physics to develop
methods that are the founda-
tion of today's powerful
machine learning,” the Nobel
committee said in a press
release,

Ellen Moons, a member of
the Nobel committee at the
Royal Swedish Academy of
Sciences, said the two laure-
ates “used fundamental con-
cepts from Statistical Physics
to design artificial neural

(Contd on page 6)



