‘Chinese drones
spotted along IB
in Himachal’

SHIMLA, Oct 7 (

DR have been spotted
along the Indo-China border
in Himachal Pradesh’s Kinnaur
district and they are likely
beingused forsurveillanceand
espionage purposes, State
Minister Jagat Singh Negi said
on Monday.

Speaking to PTI, Negi said
drone activity has been
noticed in Shipki La and Rishi
Dogri villages in Poo block of
the district.

“Multiple drones frequently
flying near the border area have
been spotted in the past week
and several people have
informed me about such
sightings,” Negi, the MLA
from Kinnaur assembly con-
stituency, said.




Hope more Indian touris

NEW DELHI, Oct 7(PTT)

MALDIVIAN President
Mohamed Muizuon Monday
said India is one of the largest
tourismsourcemarkels [or the
Maldives, and hoped that more
Indian tourists will visit the
archipelago nation.

Inapress hriefingafierhold-
ing“extensive” talks with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at the
Hyderabad House here, Muizzu
also said the tes between the
Maldives and India are “cen-
turies-old, asevident through-
out ourhistories”, "Our people-
to-people connections have
long been the foundations of
therelationship between India
and the Maldives. Many
Maldivians travel to India for
tourism, for medical purpos-
es, education, and for many

other reasons,” he said.

Al the same time, the
Maldives hosts alarge number
of Indians who contributg
the development
Maldives? s
said. “Indinisoneof ourlargest
tourism source markels, and we
hope 1o welcome more Indian
tourists to the Maldives, allow-
ing lor shared growth and
understanding between our
peoples,” Muizzu said.

Hisremarksduringhis ongp-
ing India visit assumes signif-
icance as in January this year,
a 'Boycott Maldives' online
campaign had picked up trac-
tionafterafewMaldivian min-
isters had made some alleged-
lyderogatory commentson PM
Maodi. Many Indians, including
celebrities, had taken 1o social
media  platforms  urging

Lot nstead choose sce-
@ Sites in places such as
akshadweep in India instead
of the Maldives. However, this
first bilateral visit (o India by
Muizzu since he won the pres-
idential electionlast yearon the
‘India out’ campaign, seeks Lo
reset ties which earlier had hit
arocky patch. Mutzzu last vear
had asked New Delhi w with-
draw [ts military personnel
posted in the archipelago
nation by May this vear.

The ties between India and
the Maldives came under
severe strain since Muizzu,
known [or his pro-China lean-
ings, tookchargein November,
The Maldivian President
accompanied by First Lady
MadamSajidha Mohamedand
aMaldivian delegation arrived
in India on Sunday evening.

sit Maldives: Muizzu

J P Nadda meets Ma

NEW DELHL, Ot 7 (PTI)

THE Bharatiya Janata Party
and the People's National
Congress of Maldives on
Monday agreed (o enhance
party-1o-party relations to
“deepen” partnership and
mutual understanding, This
came after BIP chiel and
Union Minister | P Nadda met
Maldives President
Mohamed Muilzzu,

“During themeeting, both
leaders agreed to enhance
party-to-party relations by
promoling exchanges
between the BJP and the
People's National Congress,”
BIP said in a statemenL.

Idives President
- - _

President of Maldives
Mohamed Muizzu with
Union Health Minister J P
Nadda in New Delhi.  (PTI)
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India IME t0 set up food corridor at

ridor with an expe®egddivestmentofUSD
2 billion which will cater to the UAE mar-
, ket and beyond and
help Indian farmers
earn higher income
and create more jobs,
UnionMinister Piyush
Goyal said on Monday.

Addressing a press
conference on the
12th meetingof India-
UAE High-Level Task
Force on Investment here, Goyal, who is
the Minister forCommerce and Industry,
said that a small working group com-
prising Central Government, State gov-
ernments involved and the UAE has also
been set up to take forward the estab-
lishmentoffoodcorridor betweenthe two
countries on a mission mode basis.

“Another area which was discussed in
great detail was the settingup offood parks
in India. The background work is largely
completed, (this is) another area which
will help farmers with higher income,
provide jobs in food processing to thou-
sands if not lakhs of our youth and will
also ensure the food security of UAE,”
Goyal said.

The minister said that approximately

USD 2 billion dollars is the initial com-
mitment that UAE has made to invest in
the food processingindustryand the food
park logistics thatcanberequired to move
the material to the UAE. “We have set up
a small working group of Central
Government and State governments
involved and the UAE to take forward this
establishmentofa foodcorridorbetween
the two countries on a mission mode
basis,” he stated.

Stating that this investment is expect-
ed to happeninthenext two-and-a-half-
year period, Goyal said, “But the overall
investment is also a factor of the oppor-
tunities that Indian businesses are able
to offer.” “It has been under discussion
for a very long time that the UAE would
like to invest in setting up food process-
ing facilities in India to enable the avail-
ability of high-quality products suitable
to the UAE, using Indian farmers’ prod-
ucts and to be sold in the UAE. This mat-
ter has been under discussion for quite
some time with the UAE Government
coming, and withdifferentstatesin India,”
Goyal said.

“Now, we are looking at progressing
themfaster to make sure thatinvestments
in food processing can come up in India
with UAE investors and the UAE market
along with other Gulf markets,” he
added.



Nadda elected Chairpersor

h Session

of WHO South East AsiaRegional Committee

NEW DELHI, Oct 7 (ANI)

THE World Health
Organisation (WHO) kicked
off its 77th session of the
Regional Committee for
Southeast Asia in New Delhi
from October 7 to 9. India’s
Minister of Health, ] P Nadda,
has been elected as the
Chairperson of the 77th
Session.

Seventy-seventh Regional
Committee Session of WHO
South-East Asia is the annual
governing body meeting of
WHO in the Region.

The member nationsinclude
Bangladesh, Bhutan, the

Union Health Minister Jagat
Prakash Nadda addresses the
77th session of the WHO
Regional Committee for South
East Asia, in New Delhi on
Monday. (PTI)

Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea, India, Indonesia, the
Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri
Lanka, Thailand, and Timor-
Leste.

Ministers of Health and del-
egates fromthe region'smem-
ber states have flown to Delhi
to deliberate upon key priori-
tiesand actions towardsacces-
sible public health.

In his inaugural speech,
Naddasaid, “Healthtranscends
borders, necessitating a holis-
ticand collaborative approach.
By learning from each other’s
successes and challenges, we
can enhance the resilience of
health systems.”



