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Ties With Delhl

New Delhi: As the dramatic
Improvement in India-Maldi-
vesties in recent months culmi-
Ilﬂm;d in President Mohamed
Muizzu’s first state visit to In-
dia that started on Sunday, the
president told TOI's Sachin
Parashar in an exclusive inter-
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view that the Maldives would
never do anything that under-
mines the security of India.
Before his meeting with PM
Modi on Monday, and amid con-
cerns over the neighbour’s gro-
wing ties with China, Muizzu
said while Male continues toen-
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" always be a priority. Inthese

1 globally challenging times, with
. regional wars threateningthe
i security of all countries, it is vital
. to foster these collaboraﬂom__

And | can confidently say,
" Maldives and India now have a
* better understanding ofeach

e
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defence cooperation will

and

o_fthe Maldives — MoraMED wuzzy

hance cooperation with other
countries in various sectors, it
remains committed toensuring
that its actions do not compro-
mise the security and stability
of the region. Muizzu said India
is a valued partner and friend
of the Maldives. While follo-

wing a ‘Maldives First’ policy :
he said his country will prioriti- :
setieswithIndia. He, however, :
justified the expulsion of In- :
dian troops, saying it reflec- :
ted the will of local people.
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