Union Home Minister Amit Shah with Tripura Chief Minister Manik Saha and others during the signing
of peace agreement between Central and Tripura Governments and two insurgent groups NLFT and

ATTF in New Delhi on Wednesday.

(PTI)

NEW DELHL, Sept 4 (PTI)

APEACE agreementwas signed
between the Central and

Tripura Governments and two

insurgent groups of the Siate
here onWednesday inthe pres-
ence of Union Home Minister

Amit Shah to end violence and
bring peace in the North-east-
erm State.

Tripura ChiefMinister Manik

a sign pact
surgent groups

Saha and seniorofficialsolthe
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA)  and the State
Governmentwerealsopresent
during the signing of the
Memorandum of Settlement
with the representatives of
National Liberation Front of
Tripura (NLFT) and All Tripura
Tiger Force (ATTF).

Addressing those present on
the occasion, Home Minister
Shah said, the Modi
Government hasgiven highest
priority to peace and develop-
ment in the North-eastern
region. "All peace agreements
signed in the North-East has
been implemented by the
Government,” he said.

The Home MinistersaidaRs
2,500 crore development pack-
age announced by the Central
Government has been imple-
mented in the North-East.
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¢ look at the blueprint for the
¢ proposed theatre commands
i for China, Pakistan and the
: Indian Ocean Region, with
i theaimtoensureawell-inte-
¢ grated war-fighting machin-
i ery, at the two-day joint com-
manders’ conference (JCC)
: that kicked off in Lucknow
: onWednesday.

Integrated theatre

With defence minister

i Rajnath Singh slated to at-
: tend the JCC on Thursday,

senior officers told TOI that
it will take 12-18 months for

: thetri-Servicestheatrecom- -

mands to take concrete

i shape on the ground after
: thefinal approval by govt.

i “The blueprint, with the
! requisite command, control

and operational structures

for the theatre commands,
i prepared by CDS General

Anil Chauhan, is more or less

i ready. Presentations have
: been made fo the defence:
! minister and others. Govt
wiﬂnowhavetotakeﬂleqhal.
i call,"anofficersaid.

Aspertheexistingplan

 which entails the most radi-

cal military reorganisation

in the country since Inde-
; pendence, the China-specific

northern theatre command

i will come up in Lucknow,
¢ while the western one for Pa-
kimnnwﬂlhehasedin.]aipun

TIME FRAME: It will take 12-18
months for the tri-Services
theatre commands to take
concrete shape on the ground
after the final approval by govt

er, could be the recommen-
dation that the three theatre
commanders-in-chief and a

‘vice CDS should be four-star

generals like CDS and three
Service chiefs, who rank
above the secretaries to
Union govt,

Atpresent, the chiefs of 17
single-service commands and
two tri-Service commands
(Strategic Forces Command
and Andaman Nicobar Com-
mand) are senior threestar
officers (Lt-Generals, Air
Marshals or Vice Admirals).

“A four-star officer is
needed for the requisite
command and control of a
theatre since he will have all
the three Services under
him in that geographical re-.
gion, atopomcertoldTOI
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India’s policy is of de
not expansionism:+

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Sept 4
(PTI)

PRIME Minister Narend
Modi Wednesday said that
India supports a “policy of
development, and not expan-
sionism”, a remark that
appeared directed at China as
he wrapped up a bilateral vis-
it to Brunei, where the two
countries also reiterated their
commitment to “freedom of
navigation” in the region.

India and Brunei elevated
their ties to “enhanced part-
nership” as Prime Minister
Modi held wide-ranging talks
with Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah
covering defence, trade and
investment.

“We support the policy of
development, and not expan-
sionism,” Prime Minister Modi
said at a banquet hosted by
Sultan Bolkiah, without nam-
ing any couniry.

China is engaged in hotly
contested territorial disputes
in the South China Sea (5CS)
and the East China Sea (ECS).
Chinaclaims most of the South
China Sea, while the
Philippines, Malaysia, Vietnam,
Bruneiand Taiwan have coun-
terclaims.

“We agree that a Code of
Conduct shouldbe finalised in
thisregion,” Modisaid, adding
that India has alwaysgiven pri-
ority to ASEAN Centrality and
will continue o do so.

“Wesupportfreedomolnav-

‘Enhanced Partnership’

ypment,
in Brunel

Modi gets warm
welcome in
Singapore

SINGAPORE, Sept 4 (IANS)
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PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi arrived in Singapore on
Wednesday afternoon, mark-
ing the second leg of his two-
nation visit after a historic trip
to Brunei. His visit to Singapore
is at the invitation of Prime
Minister Lawrence Wong.
Upon his arrival, Modi was
warmly welcomed by mem-
bers ol the Indian diasporawith
{Contd on page 5)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
with Sultan of Brunei
Hassanal Bolkiah during a
meeting in Brunei on
Wednesday. (R) PM Mcdi tries
his hands at playing a dhol on
arrival at hotel in Singapore
on Wednesday. (PTI)

igation and overflight under
international laws like UNCLOS
(United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea),” said

{Conid on page 5)




