After Operatio
Sindoor, In

Kartarp

CHANDIGARH,

THE Union Milry of Home
Affairs onWednesday announced
the closure of the Kartarpur
Corridor“till furtherorders” after
India struck nine terroristinfra-
structure sites in retaliation for
the Pahalgam attack, undercode
name ‘Operation Sindoor’.

Punjab’s Gurdaspur Deputy
Commissioner Dalwinderjit
Singh told the media that the
corridor will be shut for the
day.

He said the district adminis-
tration had not received any
orders from the Government for

e coming days. Nearly 150
Indian pilgrims arrived at the
Integrated Check Post (ICP)
for the pilgrimage to the historic

Gorridor

Sri Darbar Sahib gurdwara in
Narowal district of Pakistan, but
were later asked to return
home.

The ICP at Dera Baba Nanak
in Gurdaspur district facilitates
accesstotheKartarpur Corridor.

“Immigrationand defence offi-
cials told us that the situation is
not conducive and advised us to
return around 11 a.m.,” one of
the pilgrims told the media.

Inaugurated on November 9,
2019, by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the Kartarpur Corridor is
a visa-free border crossing that
allows Indian citizens and
Overseas Citizens of India (OCI)
cardholders tovisit the gurdwara,
located 4.7 km from the India-
Pakistan border, without requir-
ing a visa.



India opens Govt pr
sector for UK f

NEW DELHI, May 7 (PTI)

AFTER the UAE, India h
Central Government procurement for
British companies under the free trade
agreement (FTA) announced on
Tuesday, anofficial said onWednesday.

The official said British firms would
be allowed to participate in the pro-
curement ofgoods and services of the
non-sensitive central-level entities
only. However,access lostate and local
government-level entities will be
excluded. “Eligible UKsuppliers would
beallowed tobidfordomestic tenders
asdeemed ClassIIlocal suppliersonly,”
the official said, adding carve out is
also provided for ‘Make in India’ pol-
icyaswellasmediumandsmallenter-
prises. Earlier, India opened the gov-
ernment procurementsegment in the
comprehensive trade pact with the
UAE. Under that pact, UAE firms are
allowedto participate in procurement
tendersworth overRs 200 crore. In2020,
the Government modified public pro-
curement norms to give maximum
preference tocompanies whose goods
and services have 50 per cent or more
local content to promote ‘Make in
India’.

The revised Public Procurement
(Preference to Make in India), Order

0 duty cuts by India
on diamond, silver,
smartphones, optical
fibres to UK

NEW DELHL, May 7 (PTI)

INDIA will not give any duty con-
cessions to British businesses on a
number of sensitive industrial
goods like diamond, silver, smart-
phones, and optical fibres under
the free trade agreement (FTA) with
the UK, an official said.

The official also said the duty
concession on imports of petrol
and diesel engine vehicles from the
UK is limited to pre-defined quo-
ta. Similarly, the quota for imports
of British electric vehicles (EVs) at
concessional rate of customs duty
is limited only to “few” thousands.

Sensitive industrial goods like
plastics, diamond, silver, base sta-
tions, smartphones, television cam-
era tubes, optical fibres, optical
fibresbundlesand cables have been
kept underexclusionlistof the FTA.

ement

ipms under FTA

2017, has introduced a concept of
Class-1, I1 and non-local suppliers,
based on which they will get prefer-
encein government purchasesofgoods
and services.

Class-1 local suppliers will get the
most preference inall government pur-
chases because their domestic value
addition is 50 per cent or more. They
will be followed by Class-11 suppliers,
whose value addition range is more
than 20 per cent but less than 50 per
cent.

GTRI said that allowing UK firms to
compete on near-equal terms could
crowd out Indian MSMEs, which
dependheavily on protected access Lo
government contracts.

“It also dilutes one of India's last
remainingindustrial policy tools - gov-
ernment procurement preferences -
used to promote domestic manufac-
turing, innovation, and jobs,” GTRI
Founder Ajay Srivastava said.

India's government procurement
(GP) market is one of the largestin the
world and it is estimated at nearly
USD 600 billion annually, or approxi-
mately 15 per cent of the
country’s GDP.

This expenditure fuels development
across infrastructure, healthcare, pow-
er, education, transport, and defence.
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1N A high-impact esculation of
COUTe
Ernscuthe m Chhattisgarh, secu -
rity forces on Wednesday neu-
oratlimed 22 Manistsin asustained
enerinier nes Kereguins Hills,
it ted along
Chhattisgarh-Telanginma bur-

tighnslegenspari ol Operay ton
Sumkalp'—1he reglons longest-
running anti-Maoist Initiative,
mnwinits 15ih consecuiive day

Drone foomge captured dur
Lo the onpolngassault hassur-
faced, showing asizet e group
nfManissaking cover benesth

coordinated olfensive by spe-

ATRENCY OPEMIions

the

der. The aren hns been under

trees i they attempt w repel the

cinlised wnits. The confronta-
tion, which erupred early an
Widnesdiy morning remuoins
wetive with puniire exchunpes
contimuing  acrosd foresied
ridges and rocky enclaves
“Conlirmed,” sabd Addivio nak
Miector GeneralofPolice (Naxal
Chperations], Viveknnunde
Sndia, T an eselustve confir-
erution Lo “Thie Hitavadid, he ot
ed, “The engagement |s still
wetive, Security forces have
[nflicted heawvy losses on the
Miaolsts, DRG, CobBRA, CRPR
anal STF wnits are leading the
nperatinnwith susiaimed preci-
sion.” Keveguiia, once consid-
eredaviriual sancwary for sen-
ior PLGA cadres of the banned
CPT (Munias, was surrounded
follewing credible inwlligence
indicating the presence ol lbdgh-

ranking insurgeni operatives
siockpiled with food and arms
for o prolonged sandoll,
Multiple tneticidunits latinched
 lavered continmen| sirike
under Dperaiion  Sinlkalp,
rorethodically dghiening thelr

bl seross the iopography.
Securiy officlals familarwdih
the terraln confirmed that eliw
unfts  iniercepted  intermal
Mugist communicaion and
propaganda I recent days,
which included appeals for

cesefine and dinlogue, However,
mithoritles ekl A on thelr
strategy, refusing todilue oper:
ationil momentum.
Despite Telanguna forces ini-
tinlly refraining from Mll-=cal
engagement, Chbattisgarhunis
muintained an uncompromis-
ing onlon, culminating o
Wednesdiy's mdsslve hreak-
through. Actording s securty
sorrees, several slain Mboisis
coulil be pun of Indravar Ares
Coprumines, PLGA Compiny No.
06, and Phiwon 16, all ¢rocal
noides in the Dasdekaranya
Fonal  Commilies
(WSZE] ehain of command,
A sendor ground-level com-
mander remarked, “We've
breached a deeply embedded
stroghold (hat had onee served
5 @ sanetuary, The voliime and

o

enlibire of wespons recovensd—
AR-series i Nes IMGs. ST R, and
303 rifles—validate the scale of
the enemy’s embedded infri-
serociune”

Director Gemeral of the
Central Beserve Pollce Force
[CRPF], Gyanendra Pratap
Singh, has been personadlymon-
Ttesrbog upred iessTrorn New Delhi,
whileCRPF G Ribosh Aggarwall,
Bastar Range 16 Sundamaj B,
and ADGP Vivekananida Sinha
Atenverseelngon - gound coar-
dinitlon and high-frequency
toeticul dssessmenls.

Kotably, the Kereguiia cam-
palgn also undedines a suate-
gl shifl in foree posture—{mom
defensfve dismption ta full-
spectrim dominanee, The mis-
slopscont by amid rougher
ritin and epentional ftigee

in G’garh encounter

showenses o delibernte intent
Ao klsmanibe long-held Maokst
bastions withoul negotiating
from i position of compromise.

Asperfield inielligence, more
Maolst casualties coidd he corn -
firmed by nighefall, as combing
operations continge amid the
unborgivingeontoursif the hills.
“This is it Just 4 raetieal win;
it is symbalic. We are reclalm-
ing peography long considered
irmetrievable,” s senior CRIPF oifi-
cer 1ol this newspaper reponir
ot condition of anonymin:

A ledd officer of meligenes
agency remarked, “The Red
Corrldorsiwillghtappears clos-
et than ever along this steetch
ol sovathern Chhattisgurh, where
the fight ranw hinges not mere-
Iy on firegrewer, but on psyehn
leggeal encirclement”




NEW YORK/AWASHINGTON, May 7
(FTD)

UNITED  States  President
Donald Trump on'Tuesday said
India has “agreed” to drop its
high tariffs "o nothing".

“I mean, India as an exam-

ple, has one of the highesi
tariffs in the world. We're not
going to put up with that, and
they've agreed already 1o drop

it. They'll drop it to nothing
They've already agreed. |

Trump, Garney
faceoff in
Oval Office

WASHINGTON, May 7 (AP

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
and Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney facedoflin the Oval
Office on Tuesday and showed

no signs of retreating

toldreporiersinthe Oval Gffice.

Trump and Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Camey spoke to
reporters as they met in the Oval
Office to discussthe LS-Canada
trade. "So we're going 10 pul
down some numbers and we're
guing tosay our couniry is open

0 nothing: Trump

for business and they're going
tocome inand they're going to
pay forthe privilege ofbeingable
to shop in the United States of
America. [1's very simple, It's
very simple,” he added. In the
past, Trump has called India
“tariff king” and a "big abuser”,

US President Donald Trump and Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney meet in White House, Washington on Tuesday.

him to lift his tariffs of

from their gapingdif- as much as 25 per
[erencesinanongo- I'ea":'es cent on Canada,
ing trade war that Trumy bluntly
has  shattered " gapmg said:?.\lu.“
enenared  differences on The us
between the two - President added
countries. taﬂﬁ.s’ 513t for emphasis,
The two kep it “Just the way itis.”
civil, but as for state Carney acknowl-

Trump's calls to make
Canada the 51st state,
Carney insisted his nation was
“not for sale” and Trump shot
back, “time will tell.”

Asked by a reporter if there
was anything Carney could tell

edged that no bit of
rhetoric on tariffs would
be enough to sway Trump, say-
ing that “this is a bigger discus-
sion.” “There are much bigger
forces involved,” the Canadian
leader continued. “And this will

tike some time and some dis-
cussions. And thats why we're
here, 10 have thosediscussions.”

The meeting between the two
leaders showeased the full spec-
trum of Trump's unigue mix of
agpression, hospitality andsiub-
bormness, Shortly beforeCarney’s
arrival, Trump insulted Canada
by posting on social media that
the USdidn't need “ANYTHING"
from its northern neighbour,
only o then tum on the charm
and praise Camey's election win
in person before showing his
obstinance on matters of policy
substance,

US will stop bombing Yemen’s
Houthis after rebels stop
targeting ships, says Trump

WASHINGTON, May T (AF)

PRESIDENT Danald Trump said
Tuesday that he’sordering a halt
1o nearly two months of US
airstrikes on Yemen's Houthis,
saying the Iran-backed rebels
have indicated that “they don't
want to fight anymore” and have
pledged 10 stop attacking ships
alomg a vital global irade route.

“We'regoingtostop the bomb-
ing of the Houthis, effective
immediately,” Trump said at the
start of his Oval Office meeting
with Canadian PM Mark Carey.

That likely means an abrupt
end to a campaign of airstrikes
that began in March, when
Trump promised o use “over-
whelming lethal foree” after the
Houthis said they would resume
attacks on Israeli vessels sailing

off Yemen in response to Israel's
mounting another blockade on
the Gaza Strip.

Atthetime, they describedthe
warningas affecting the Red Sea,
the Gull of Aden, the Bab el-
Mandeb Strait and the Arabian
Sea. Trump said the Houthishad
indicated w USolficials that “they
don'‘twant to fightanymore, They
just don't wani to fight. And we
will honor that, and we will stop
the bombings."

His announcement came the
same day that Israel launched
airstrikes againstthe Houthisthat
it said fully disabled the interna-
tional airport in the Yemeni cap-
ital, Sanaa. lsrael satackswereits
second round of airstrikes on tar-
gels in Yemen in retaliation for a
Houthi missile strike on Sunday
on Israel’s international airport.



OPERATION

Modi picked
ne of the op

IAS Prime Minister
sndra Modi who

ed the evocative

1 "Operation

inor” to codename
Indian Armed

es’ sirikes on ning
or sites. With terror-
in Pahalgam gun-
 down 26 civilians,
1en, and the devas-
d wives of several of
vicims becoming
face of the tragedy,
narme “Operation
loor” was consid-

| appropriate

liker for retaliatory
‘cisa, they noted.

celebrates.

Doval briefs
iterparts

IONAL Security

isor Ajit Doval told
ounterparts in the
UK, Saudi Arabia
Japan that India

o intent to escalate
jons but is prepared
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12 Year, One Goal,
Victory in NEET

DMISSIONS
OPEN

etaliate resolutely” if
stan does so, offi-

; said. He also con-
ed with Russia and
ice, officials said.

Bharat’s resnonse

=y Indian missiles des

AISH HO, LET, HIZBUL STRONG-HOLDS RAZEL

NEW DELHI, May 7 (FT1

TRIKING a1 the core of
Faldstin's terror infrstriciuane
in i series of precision attacks,
Indlian jes early onWednesday
hit training cimps, launch peils
anil headguarters of the Jaish-
e-Mohammed,  Lashkar-u-
Taiba and Hizbul Mujahideen
without breaching Pakistan's
alrspace, in o 25 minute long
“mestsured and noi-escalato-

yg

terror camps iiPak, PoK
UGROUND IN PREGISION STRIKES

Targets inside Pak

Bahawalpur

Muridke
Sarjal

Targets in PoK

Kotli 2 targets)
Muzatiarabad

Barnala

Muzaffarabad

oty 45 Sialkot
S

ry" strike, officials said.

A large number of terrorsis
werne present it the aite high
vitlue sites in Pakdstan and
Pakistan-oeci-
pied  |fammu
and  Kashmir
when  India
attacked in the
darkness of the
night, they said.

Codenamed  'Operation
Sindoot, the sitesincluded the

Read Editorial
OPERATION SINDOOR
on page 8

Tehf's sprawling headquariers
ln Bahawalpurand the LeT"% in
Muridke, both in Pakistan
Punfab,

Iheretlinmg-
v detion ful-
lows thie =sgv-
agekilling’ o 25
matle louris,
gurined down
I frontof theirwives and fium
Hkes, and one local gulde In the
higher reaches of Kashmirs

Sialkot

Palulgam town on April 22,
TheArmed Forceschose lour
targets in Pakdstan and fve in
FolK based on “credible intel-
ligence” aboul termor camps
operating at these sites, cam-
ouflaged s health centres 1o
evade detection and circum-
vent sanctions from inten-
Honal orginisations, including
the Finaneial Action Task Force
(FATF ), officials said.
(Contd on page 5)

10 members of my family, 4 others killed in attack on JeM H; ‘kash mai mar jaata’, moans sood Azhar

JAMMU, Muy 7 (IANS)

JAISH-E-MOHAMMAD {JeM)
tervor - owtflt chief, Arhar
Masond admined that ten of
his family members and four
others were killed in the mis-
wle sirikes launched by the
Imifian Armed Forces turing
'‘Opermtion Sindoor inthe wee

hours of Wednesday.

In an Urdy statement
released o the media, Masood
said, “Ten members ol myfam-
ily, including five children, my
elder sister and her husband,
miy Islamic scholar nephew,
hiswife and my niece in addi-
ton 1o this, my old friend
Hazifa, his mother and two

ollercolleagueswere killed.”

He alleged that Indian
Prime Minister Narendm
Muodihad tavge ted thelnng-
cont.

‘I am grieved beyond
wiinds, but |am neither sor-
vy, norafrid. | have been
praving e Allah tha b should
have been includedin these

14 guests of Allah who become
martyrs oday” “The killings
have not dampened our
resalve, They (Indians should
not l.‘.'lPL‘l.'[ ?J.“f me I'L'} rILJm us
now. “The fallen minaret of
Subhanulab mosgue will fral-
Iy fall om the Indinn people in
suchamanner thattheir future
genentions wont beablewofir-

geL” he thieatened. In e sime
statement, the JeM chief said
thatihe funeral prayersofthese
14 Jcdledd in Indinn sirikes vepuld
be held at 4 pm.

Babawalpur becamee thehih
of the JeM after the release of
Arhiar in exchange for the
hijacked passengers of IC-314
in 1958.




