Houthi hallistic missi
near Israel’s b

TEL AVIV, May 4 (IANS)

A BALLISTIC missile launched

by HouthirebelsinYemen struck

near Israel's Ben
Gurion Airport

on Sunday Israel

after multi- e
ple inter- UUWS
septinn ‘seventold
attempts by .
the Israel I"BitE[|I-E1tIE}.Il'"

Defense
Forces (IDF)
failed, prompting a temporary
halt in all takeoffs and landings
at the country’s main interna-
tional airport.

However, the Israel Airport
Authority confirmed the reopen-
ingofairspace following the tem-
porarysuspension offlightoper-
ations. The missile impacted a

st airport

Air India’s flight
diverted to Abu Dhabi

NEW DELHI, May 4 (PTI)

AN AIR India flight from the national
capital to Tel Aviv was diverted to Abu
Dhabi on Sunday as there was a mis-
sile attack near theairport in the Israeli
city, according to sources. The attack
happened less than an hour before the
Air India flight AI139, operated witha
Boeing 787 aircraft, was to land at Tel
Aviv. They said the flight will be com
ing back to Delhi.

grove adjacent to an access road
within the airport’s perimeter.
However, a direct hit on termi-
nal infrastructure was averted.
(Contd on page 5)



DRDO conducts maider
trials of stratospheric

airship platform
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NEW DELHI, May 4 (PTI)
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INDIA successfully carried out
maiden flight-trials of a stratos-
pheric airship platform which is
being developed to boost the mil-
itary’s surveillance capabilities.

Very few countriesin theworld
have developed such a complex
platform, officials said.

The flight trial was carried out
by the Defence Research and
Development  Organisation
(DRDO) at Sheopur in Madhya
Pradesh. DRDO ChairmanSamir
VKamat said the prototype flight

~ To boost
A military’s
@ surveillance
capabilities

Can remain
airborne for
very long at
stratospheric
heights

is a “milestone” towards realisa-
tion oflighter-than-airhigh-alti-
tude platform systems that can
remain airborne for very long

endurance at
heights.

The airship platform was
launched with an instrumental
payload to an altitude ofaround
17kms, accordingto the Defence
Ministry. The successful flight
trials of the platform came amid
escalating tensions between
India and Pakistan over the
Pahalgam terror attack.

(Contd on page 5)

stratospheric



Russian Foreign Minister Lavrov calls for

SEW DELHI, Moy 4 0F71)

WITH tenslons beiween India
and Pakistan rising over the
Prabuial g e deerrer st ek, Russiun
Frrelgn Minister Sergey | avioy
spoke tohls Indbin counterpart
5 Jabshankur und called for*se-
Herment” af the “disagresments
heiween the two nelghbours

ng tensions hetween India, Pak

vmpider the framesark of the Slmla
agrecment and the Lohore dee-
luration.

The Aussian embacsy said
Tavrow heled ihe phone conver-
siionwith akshankaronFriday,

lowing the ferorisi atsack mean =
Prhulgam.” the embassy sakl in ” o
i stalement,

11 smid Lavrow “called for the
setilement ol disagreemenis
between  New  Delhi

st be brought i justice,

L hdgh-lewel meedng with
the top defence brass, Prime
Minister Norendm Modi on
Tuesday saidl the armed forees
P “eemiplete operitiomal fiee

national resolve to dealq crush-
Ing Blow 1o terrodsm, lndi on
Aprill 23 anmounced a i o puni-
tive messures against Palistan
Inchuling suspension of 1he
Tnchus Witers Treaty, shutting

Pakistani Ranger
apprehended hy BSF
from international
border in Rajasthan

NEW DELHL May 41111

APAKIS AN Hangerhos bren
apprehended bythe BSF fm
alang thelndla-Pakistm bor-
der o Rafasthan, officlal
soitrees sald cn Saturday,

The development comes
nenrly n lorinighy after o
Bodeder Secierity Foree favan
was apprehended by the
Hunpgers wmid rising tension
atwien the twi countries.

The Pakismni Banger has
been aken Into custody by
thie Kajusthan [romntier of the
force, they sald.

* lheydiscussed topical lsses
of the Russian-Indian cooper-
vion, ws well a5 the aggringition
ol lndian-Pakistanivelationsfiol- slons of ihe 54

Whatever PM decides will be in
national interest: Jitendra Singh

RAMBAN (MK} May 4 (FT1

Islamatrad by pulJl)LuJ.mlJ i
TR
in arenrdanee witl

LINION Minkster Hliendra Singh
onSaturday saidwhaever Prime
Minister Narenibm Modi decides
an Pikistn post the Pahalgam
terror niackwill bein the nation
al lntemest
Singh was tal king to reporiers
alter chiiring a meeting hiere (o
review the sitiaion I'{:llnwlng
the recent cloudbursts thar left theee people dead and cnu_-.c:d
massive damage in this distrct, He gesuned proper rebubili-
tion af the vielimsof the naes] calamity *T think whatever the
Pairne Mindsier decides is for the welfine of ihe people nind in fhe
ational frerest, He and the home minister (Amin Shak have
inpuis which aoe notavailalbsle with ws," the Minisier of Stawe in
the Prime Minister's (Hfice sad.

-
1872 and the Lahore Declamtion
ol 100" " Theministers flsodis-
cussed the schedule of upeam-
ing contets al the highest and
higgh levels,” the mission said.

There ks nocomment frimthe
Indian side on the phone con-
versulon,

The tlks benween the twe for-
Elgn minsiers come ajpinst the
hackdrng ol esealnting tensions
bhetween India and Pakistan over
the April 22 termor attack that
killed 26 civilinns.

Citing “cross-border| il pes”
to the bormific artack, India lias
promiEed severe punishmest o
thisse involved in the serike, Many
gluhal powers including the 1S
irwd Furspienn Unbon haveealled
om both sides tode- escalate ten
stons while unequivocally con-
temning the terror strile.

Trigli has whrspdyasseried tha
the “perpetrators, backers and
planness" af the terror niisck

dom” wdecdeon the mode, tie-

gete and timing of Indiay

s prarse 4o e terrera ack
The PM aifirmed that 1 s

down of the only operatlonal
land bonler crossing at Anari
and dlmn.]omdmg alidi plunmtll
thes in vew of the atfck,

Farooq urges people of J&K to
take stand against parpﬂtraturs

ANANTN AL May 4 {(PTT)

NATIONAL Conlerence supre-
e Faroog Abdullaben Sy
urged the peaple of Jamim and
Kashmirinsiand against ihe per-
petmtors of  Pahalgam-like
dttacks for progress mnd pros-
perity, nsseriing that the doors
ofhellwere open forthose behingd
the massacre. f

The former Chief Mindster of
tha ersivdiile State visied the residence of Adil Hussain Shah, a
oty ridke operutor whi was among the 26 viciims of the April
22 aitack, o1 Hopatoaor in this souih Kashimin disiric,

“He 15hal) isa manye He sacrificed his e, hewas notalmid
of the puns of the beasts, This & isaniva (humanity| this is
Eashmiziyal. One who is afrabid is dead ” Abdullah said.

Police carry out
searches at multiple
locations in Srinagar

SRDVACIAR Bluy $107TL)

POTICE on Saturday caried
aiitsearchesan multiple loes-
Hons in the city bere as part
al a clumpdown on the tee-
ot ecosystem m e wake ol
the Pahalgam arnck,

A spokesperson af e
lammin anad Kashmic Pelice
suid they have mensified
wﬁ!‘lhh!ﬂ'!llhhlllllhlkﬂ]m H-
tio s i alve civy, with theaim
1o dismantle the terror-sup-
porting infrasiructure in the
district. He said the seanches
wiere part o the continulng
actlon agalnst ermorist asse
clales of proscribed oufies
and in furtherance of the
investigation into cnses meg-
Istered wnder the Unkwiul
Activities {Prevention) Act.

Thespokesperson suld the
searches were conducted ap
live places in the cliy

[he searchies were carded
ol inaccordance with prop-

e lepal procedures.



Govt to procure next-Gen Very

Short Range Air vefence System

NEW DELHI, May 4 (PTI)

THEGovernmen(Tiasstarted the
process Lo procure a next-gen-
eration Very Short Range Air
Defence System or VSHORADS
(NG), which should be able to
engage aerial targets “both by
day and night” and under all
weather conditions, including in
snow-bound locations.

The Defence Ministry has
issued a request for proposal
(RFP) for the procurement, which
was uploaded on the Indian

Army's website on Saturday.
#FR the ministry said it
in lo procure “48 launch-
ers, 48 night-vision sights, 85
missiles and one missile test sta-
tion of Very Short Range Air
Defence System (New
Generation) or VSHORADS (NG)
under Buy (Indian) category”
and seeks participation from
prospective bidders in the pro-
curement process, subject to
requirements.

Under the “operational char-
acteristicsandfeature” head, the
RFP document says, “To meet
the evolving dynamic air threat,
Army Air Defence requires Very
Short Range Air Defence
(VSHORADS) manportable mis-
sile system foreffective terminal
and point defence.”

“These VSHORADS, based on

infra-red homing (IR) technolo-
gy, are effective fire-and-forget
type of missile systems and are
being referred to as VSHORADS
(NG),” it says.

Manportable refers to an
object capable of being carried
by one person over a long dis-
tance.

The RFP defines the General
Staff Qualitative Requirements
(GSQRs) for the planned
VSHORADS (NG).

“The system should comprise
of a IR homing missile coupled
to a manportable launching
mechanism and suitable sight-
ingsystem to engage targets both
by day and night,” it says.

It should have the capability
to engage fighter, transport air-
craft, helicopters and UAS
(unmanned aerial system), the
document says.

The procurement seeks to
booster the Army’s air-defence
capabilities to deal with any
adversarial aerial threat.



US ke

NEW DELHI, May 4 (PT1)

THE US is expected to push for
sweeping changesin India'spoli-
cies, ranging from ta
tions to regulatory ovenge
that could benefit Amertens
firms and exporters, under the
proposed bilateral trade agree-
ment with India, think tank GTRI
said on Sunday.

In the agri sector, the Global
Trade Research Initiative (GTRI)
said the US demands include
scaling back India’s minimum
supportprice (MSP) programmes
for crops like rice and wheat,
removing restrictions on genet-
ically modilied (GM) imports,
and lowering farm tariffs.

Similarly, on dairy, the US
arguesthat India's GM-[ree feed
certification and facility regis-
tration protocols effectively bar
American dairy imports.

Y o seek tariff cuts, regulatory ref

from animals fed with animal-
derived feed, for example, but-
ter [rom a cow fed meat due 1o
religious sensitivities.

“India considers this policy
non-negoliable,” GTRI Founder
Ajay Srivastava said.

He added that America may
also seek easing of restrictions

on US retail giants like Amazon
and Walmart that face roadblocks
duetoIndia'srestrictions on for-
eign-owned inventory-based e-
commerce trading.

Indiaresists the easingasit has
to protect its small domestic
retailers from unfair competi-
tion from deep-pocketed foreign
firms.

n trade deal with India’

“Italsoviewstheserestrictions
as part of preserving regulatory
autonomy ina fast-evolvingsec-
tor,” Srivastava said.

The US criticises India's cum-
bersome licensingrequirements
for remanufactured and sec-
ondhand capital goods, calling
the process costly and slow.

It said India mandates tech-
nical certificates, enforces quan-
tity restrictions, and demands a
residual life guarantee ofatleast
five years for imports.

“India maintains that differ-
entiating between new and
remanufactured productsiscru-
cialto prevent dumping ofobso-
lete technologies and to protect
local manufacturing,” he said,
adding, “as negotiations proceed,
Washington will continue press-
ing [or wide-ranging reforms in
lariffs, standards, digital rules,
and services access”.



BSF to get 16 new batt
field HQs for Pak

N By Neelabh Srivastava
NEW DELHIL May 4 (PTI)

THE Border Sec
set to get the Gove inal
nod to raise 16 more battalions,
comprisingaround 17,000 troop-
ers, andsetup two forward head-
quarters foritswesternandeast-
ern commands guarding the
Pakistan and Bangladesh [ron-
tiers, respectively, official sources
have said.

The plan has already received
an in-principle approval.

Once sanctioned, it will be a
shotin the arm for the force that
has heightened vigil in the east
following last year’s fall of the
Sheikh Hasina Government in
Bangladesh and in the wake of a
renewed challenge on the
Pakistan front after the April 22
Pahalgam massacre.

The BSF is soon expected to

get the final sanction for raising
16 new battalions which will be

raisedgVer the next few years,
S es in the security estab-
shment told PTL.

The sanction from the Union
Finance Ministry are pending
and are expected to be granted
soon, they said.

The paramilitary forcehas 193
battalions as ofnow toguard the
two fronts. A battalion of the bor-
der force consists of over 1,000
troopers. Hence, the overall
strength of the 16 newbattalions
will be around 17,000 personnel.

Thesenewbattalionswill help
the BSF in its primary task of
guarding the Pakistan and
Bangladeshbordersas perablue-
print being prepared by the bor-
der force, they said.

One sector will come up in
Jammu to strengthen security
along the India-Pakistan
International Border in Jammu
and Punjab and the second will
be based in Mizoram for better
surveillance of the Bangladesh

S, 2

esh borders

border, they said.

The current sectors, headed
by Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) rankofficers, inits Jammu
frontier are located at Rajouri,
Sunderbani, Jammu and
Indreshwar Nagar. Under its
Mizoram and Cachar frontier
headquarteredin Assam, the sec-
torsarelocated atSilchar, Aizaw|
and one in Manipur.

Sources said the BSF will ini-
tiate recruitment drives to hire
men and women for these new
battalions, followed by their
training. According to officials,
the 2.70 lakh personnel strong
force had sent a proposal to the
Home Ministry a few years ago
to raise 20-21 new battalions
owing to “the fast-changing secu-
rity dynamics, profile of the ter-
rainandrelatedissues” inits pri-
mary task area of guarding the
two borders apart from combat
duties in the anti-Naxal opera-
tions theatre.



Rs 3.07 tn

till 2027

B By Kaushik Bhattacharya
MUMBAIL May 4

THEMediaand Entertainn .

sector of India is expected Lo grow at
7% with a whooping increase by Rs
3.07 wrillion till 2027, revealed a latest
report issued by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting,
Government of India on Saturday on
the platform of World Audio Visual
and Entertainment Summit 2025
(WAVES 2025) held at Jio World
Convention Centre in Mumbai.

The report named “A Study Called
India - Content and Media Services
for the World 2025 also mentioned
that the M&E sector of India contin-
ued to grow in 2024, increasing by Rs
81 billion to reach Rs 2.5 trillion. In
the study, the Ministry categorised
growth of M&E sectorin 2024 andalso
predicted the year wise growth till
2027.1n2024, thesectorisdividedinto
10 different sub sectors including
Digital Media, Television, Print, Online
Gaming Filmed Entertainment,
Animation and VFX, Live Events,

(Contd on page 5)

Digital media 802
Telavision 679
Print 260
Onlin2 gaming 232
Fitmed antertairmant L87
Animation and VFX 103
Liva events 101
Out-af-home media 9
Music &3
Radic 25
Total 2,502

INR DIV (Qross of faxes) | USS 1 = INNES

903 1.004

1.104

E76 671 6E7
262 264 267
260 288 316
196 204 213
112 130 147
119 142 167
66 73 %
&0 &8 78
a7 28 Jo
2,682 2,873 3,067

REPORT RELEASED AT WAVES 2025

‘Govt committed to create creator-first ecosystem’

B By Kaushik Bhattacharya
MUMBAI, May 4

“GOVERNMENT of India is com-
mitted tocreate acreator-first ecosys-
tem backed by policies, production

incentives and strong intellectual
property protections,” said Dr L
Murugan, Minister of State for
Information and Broadcasting,
GovernmentofIndiaon Sundayfrom

(Contd on page 5)




