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Aus PM Albanese wins 2r

MELBOURNE, Muy 3 (AP)

PRIME  Minister Anthony
Albanese has become the first
Australian prime minister towin
asecond consecutive three-year
term in 21 years. Opposition
leader Peter Dutton conceded
defeat in Saturday'selection, say-
ing, “We didn't do well enough
during this campaign, thatmuch
is obvious tonight, and | accept
full responsibility for that.”
“Eatlier on, | called the Prime
Minister to congratulate him on
his success tonight. It's an his-
toric occasion for the Labour
Party and we recognise that,” he
added. The Australian Electoral
Commission's projections gave
Albanese’s ruling centre-left
LabourParty 70seats and the con-
servativeoppositioncoalition 24

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese and his partner Jodie
Haydon talk with volunteers at a polling booth in his electerate in

Sydney on Saturday.

(AP/PTI)

seats in the 150-seat House of
Representatives, thelowercham-
ber where parties need a major-
ity to form governments,
Unaligned minor parties and

independent candidates
appeared likely to win 13 seats.

Australian Broadcasting Corp's
respected  election  analyst
Antony Green predicted Labour

would win 76 seats, the coalition
A6 and unaligned lawmakers 13.
Green said Labour would form
a majority or minority govern-
mentand that the coalition had
nohopeof forming even a minor-
ity government.

Energy policy and inllation
have been major issues in the
campaign, with bothsides agree-
ing the country faces a cost of
living crisis. Opposition leader
branded DOGE-y Dutton’

Dutton's conservative Liberal
Party blames government waste
for fuellinginflationandincreas-
ing interest rates, and has
pledged to ax more than one in
five publicservicejobs toreduce
government spending,

PM MODI CONGRATULATES
ALBANESE ON RE-ELECTION
AS AUSTRALIAN PM: FRIME

ree-year term

Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday congratulated Anthony
Albanese on his resounding vic-
tory and re-election as Prime
Ministerol Australia, and said he
looks forward to working with
himto further deepen the India-
Australia Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership.

“Congratulations@AlboMPon
your resounding victory and re-
election as Prime Minister of
Australial This emphatic man-
dateindicates the enduring faith
of the Australian people in your
leadership,” Modi said on X.

“1 look forward to working
together to further deepen the
India-Australia Comprehensive
Strategic  Parmership and
advance our shared vision for
peace, stability and prosperity
in the Indo-Pacific,” he sald.



PM Modi announces USP 2aUmn for modernisation of Angolan Armed forces
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L) Presidont Draupadi Murmu, Prime Minstor Narendm Modl,
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70 pc voter turnout pecorded in first ™

GUWAHATL, May 3 (PT1)

AVOTER turnout of 70.2 per cent
was recorded in the first phase
of the panchayat polls in Assam,
officials said on Saturday.

The first phase of polling was
held on Friday at 12,916 booths
in 14 districts, and 89.59 lakh
people were eligible to cast their
voles, they said.

Voling began at 7.30 am and
ended at 4.30 pm, but thosewho
had entered the booths within
that time exercised their fran-
chise till late in the night, they
added.

A few incidents of violence
were reporied from the Cachar
district, but polling was peace-
ful in the remaining places, offi-
cials said. People wait to cast their votes during Panchayat elections at Baraigram in Karimganj on Friday. (PTI) nati
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SHATRUGHANPatra, aninde-
pendent filmmaker from
Bhubaneshwar, Odisha, was

to present his flm i
production firms oft
and India for the last

months. But he failed to
appointments from such firms
as they hardly entertain such
small producers here in our
country. The Government of
India announced the WAVES
Bazar, the fagship event of
World Audio Visual and
Entertainment Summit 2025
(WAVES 2025) a lew months
ago. The announcement was
likeadream come true for Patra
as he gota chance to share his

ideas before such big compa-
nies under WAVES Bazar.

WAVES 2025, whichisabrain
child of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, gave the [first
everopportunity tosuchsmall

=

film producers of the country to
meet with big firms and do
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with them.

WAVES Bazaar is the revolu-
tionary global market initiative
of the Summit, which has
emerged as a powerful platform
for international collaboration
in the mediaand entertainment
industry. Designed 1o connect
creators with investors, buyers,
and collaboratorsacross borders,

WAVES Bazaaris peisedtotrans-
form India into a strategic hub
for content commerce.

WAVES Bazarreceived tremen-
dous response from such con-
tent creators all over the coun-
try and the response in the very
first edition of WAVES 2025,
encouraged the Government to
host this event a mega level next
year, claimed Ashwini Vaishnay,
Union Minister of Information
and Broadcasting duringa press
briefing on Friday.

The Bazaar garners over Rs800
Crore in Dealsand Unveils Major
International Alliances, informed
Sanjay Jaju, Secretary, 1&B at
WAVES in Mumbai today. In its
inauguraledition, WAVES Bazaar
brought together leading
plavers fromover22 countries—
including  South Korea,
Japan, USA, Germany, Russia,

(Contd on page 3)

lim producers

lICT sign LOIs with
global giants to
work together in
AVGC-XR sector

B By Kaushik Bhattacharya
MUMBAL, May 3

ON THE third day of World
Audio Visual and
Entertainment Summit 2025
(WAVES 2025), ina landmark
initiative, the Indian Institute
of Creative Technologies
(1ICT) launched a series of
high-impact collaborations
in the encompassing
Animation, Visual Effects,
Gaming, Comics, and
Extended Reality (AVGC-XR)
sector with global industry
leaders.

(Contd on prge 3)




Indian Air force conducts

night combat drills on
Expressway air

The Indian Air Force (IAF) conducts take-off and landing exercises

on the Ganga Expressway, in Shahjahanpur on Friday.

(ANI)

SHAHJAHANPUR, May 3 (PTI)

THE Indian Air Force (IAF) suc-
cessfully conducted night-time
combal drills involving fighter
jetsonthecountry's firstexpress-
way airstrip on the Ganga
Expressway in Shahjahanpur dis-
trict, officials said Saturday.

The drill, which took place
between 7 pm and 10 pm on
Friday, saw fighter jets Rafale,
Sukhoi, Jaguar, and Mirage-2000
simulate touch-and-golandings
and combat operations on the
3.5-kilometre airstrip near Piru
village under the Jalalabad Police
Station limits.

Superintendent of Police
Rajesh Dwivedi told PTI,
“Multiple fighter jets carried out
successful sorties as part of a
night operational exercise. The
drillinvolved precisionlandings,
coordinated take-offs, and tac-

tical operations by jets such as
Rafale, Sukhoi, Jaguar, Mirage-
2000, and M-32."

More than 250 CCTV cameras
were mountedon andaround the
airstrip for surveillance and
security.“This ensures safe oper-
ationsandquickresponsein case
of any untoward incidents,” he
said. Traffic was halted for near-
ly three hours on the Bareilly-
Etawah route that intersects the
expressway while the sorties took
place.

Dwivedi said that some fight-
er pilots landed on the airstrip
through ropes from theirjetsand
then boarded cars parked near-
by, as part of an exercise.

“Despite strong winds and
unfavourable weatherduringthe
day, thedrillwas completed suc-
cessfully, with the night opera-
tionsproving tobesmootherand
more efficient,” he added.



