


Will Reduce
Reliance On
Colombo &
Singapore
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largest cargo ships to dock
here smoothly,

PM said the port will re-
duce India’s reliance on for-
eign transshipment hubs
where 75% of its transship.
ments currently happen, in
what was an obvious refer-
ence to Colombo and Singa.
pore. He added that this shift
could boost revenue reten-
tion and create new opportu-
nitiesin Kerala.

The Rs 8,800 crore Vizhin-
\ jamproject is India’s first dedi-

cated transshipment hub with
1ts natural depth of nearly 20
metres allowing large ships to
berth, something that is not
possibleat the smaller ports in
the country,
| Modi linked the project to
| India’s broader maritime
J strategy, referring to Mari-
time Amrit Kaal Vision and
] India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor an-
nounced at the G20 summit,
While the port itself was un-
der development for years,
muchof the constructji;r;aﬁ
equipment involved priva
sector collaboration, particu-

terminal.

4y
ited on the role o
rivate investment in the
yroject. “When the people of
Gujarat learn that Adanl
built such a great port in
Kerala, after working on a
port in Gujarat for 80 years
without building anything

T'puram: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
said that the capacity of the
Vizhinjam deepwator port
will triple in three years, al-
lowing some of the world’s

India’s 1st transshipmer
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Modi with Pinaray| Vijayan, Gautam Adani and others at the port Friday

Pinarayi’s son-in-law takes a dig at BJP
neta for being given a seat on dais

Keraln minister and CM pinarayl Vijayar's son-in-law P A
Mohammed Rlyas on Friday took a swipe at BIP state president
Rajeev Chandrasekhar for being given a seat on the dais at the
Vizhinjam Port inauguration ceremony. Riyas, along with other state
ministers and CPM state secretary MV Govindan, was seated in the
audience, while Chandrasekhar shared the stage with dignitaries
PM Narendra Modi and CM Pinarayi Vijayan and others,

Sharing a selfie on social media with finance minister KN
Balagopal, Govindan, and the CM’s wife Kamala, Riyas wrote: “We
areinthe audience, Rajeev Chandrasekharis onthe stage.”

Hinting at the ‘closeness’ between the LDF and BJP, Congress
MLA Rahul Mamkootathil responded: “Isn’t itonly natural that
the convener of your alliance is on stage for your government's

fourth anniversary celebrations?” Chandrasekhar has not
responded to theallegations. #1

like this, they'll be upset

time plans, Modi linked the

with him,” he said, drawing port's opening to the spiritual
laughter from theaudience.  legacy of the Kerala-born phi-
Highlighting govt's focus losopher, saying his

on maritime development in  laid the foundation for

past 10 years, Modi mentioned  and that Kerala is now being
about the 30% reduction in  positioned as a key part of In-
turnaround time of ships at dia:?_;t;anmmcﬁttum

India’s major ports. He also port was inaugurated
‘said the regulations  ata time when Kerala’s econ-

birth

anniversary of Adj ¢
charys — a figure Modi often

mentioned hlghl]ghuxll{nﬁ
ala's growing importance in
India's economic and mari.
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Thiravananthapuram:
Kerala CM

Vijayan
halled the Vizhinjam Inferna.
tional SBeaport as a “gateway to
India's maritime future” and a
shining symbol of the state’s
development vision. WhilePM
Narendra Modi formally dedy-
cated the port to the nation,
Vijayan, who delivered the
presidential address at the in-
augural event, chose to spot-
light LDF govt's central role
in conceptualising and exe-
cuting the project, and avoid-
ed any mentionof former CM
Oommen Chandy, under
whose leadership the crucial
contract with the Adani
Groupwas signed. 3

In what many view asacal-
culated omission, the CM re-
frained from acknowledging :
Chandy’s controversial, yet
decisive 2015 move to sign the :
agreement with Adani Ports :
— a move then flercely op-
posed by LDF, which even in- :
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80kmph Wlndsi
Heavy Showers

Wreak Havoc
Kushagra.Dixit

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: An unusually
strong early-morning thun-
derstorm with winds gus-
ting up to 80kmph and inten-
se downpours left a trail of
destruction across the capi-
tal and claimed the lives of fi-
ve peopleon Friday.

A woman and her three
children were Killed when a
tree collapsed on a room they
were sleeping in, in south-
west Delhi's Jafarpur Kalan.

Highest 24-Hr Rain In Ma Power Knoched Out - i08 Ememlltf
(Sa?fdarjung since 1901, mm)y Long outages in parts of Rohini, = In just 4 hrs, fire dept gets
Sk | Pitampura, Model Town, Lajpat i emergency cal Isiorhmse & wall
119 ¢ /7 i 60  Nar,Mukheriee Ngr, Paharganj. : collapses, fallen trees & flooding.
Cuts also at CR Park, Chhatarpur, : E Around mﬁmﬂdiers deployed.

Sheikh Sarai

Thewoman'shusbandwasse-  (May20, ; May2, ;: May24, (b © o 'yatarour, Dwarka,
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Q0210 tn MRS L 070 Laxmi Nagar, parts of west Delhi_: damaned.arumdml blrdskilled

Bt e sl mﬁc snarls on ﬂooded roadsa

ruction worker died of elet® -

rocution when a wire broke forehst%of monsmn (;haos?.‘.,mi nain G

due to the storm and lay in’

contact with the iron gate of ’,_\head of themonsoon.Del
an uy 1t;gr-cfjnslru0'(10n buil- higot a famﬂiar taste of
dingwhichthemantouched. - rain' chaos, with Friday's

Thestorm peakedaround  storm chauanglnsthepmpa-_ !

S5am. By230am, Delbhi'smain  redness of the city govt and
weather station, Safdarjung, municipality in mana
had recorded 77mm of rain,  heavy downpours, Usual tro-
This was the second-highest ublaspomuch as Dhaula Ku-

24-hour ramfanrqruwﬁp an, Lajpa Hﬁsg.lihtlmnd.rmshm alns and

mmrl i lunu

sppansen m-nnlf'ﬂl“

‘went under. showing that ef-
ging forts at managing water

yhem in the morning rush
hours. Underpasses at Kis-
hanganj, Minto Road, Bhai-
ron Marg and Azadpur again

flows wem%;t mﬂ!elnnt,




