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INDIA AND France on Monday signed a$7.4
Billion { approximately Rs 63,000 crore ) gov-
ernment-to-government contract for 26
Rafale Marine (Rafale M) Aghter aireralt for
the Indian Mavy. Thirty-six Ralale aircraft
were earlier inducted into the Indian Air
Force from 2021 onward.

Why is the induction of the Rafale M im-
partant inthe context of the Indian Nawy?

First, what is meant by naval aviation?

Maval aviation is the use of military air
power Ty navies. involving aircrafit that oper-
ate fromwarships — such as aircraft carmers
and other aircraft — or helicopter-carmying
surface combatants, or land basas to support
naval Hons.

It includes specialised naval aircraft de-
signed to meet the unique demands of car-
reroperationsand small decks, such as short
takeolTs and arrested landings, and roles such
as air-to-air cambat, surface and submarine
attack, mantme reconnaissance, search and
rescue, and logistical support.

The key rales of naval aiation include;

FLEET AIR DEFENCE: providing air
cover for naval forces beyond the reach of
land-based aircrafi;

STRATEGIC POWER PROJECTION: al-
lowing deployment of air power without
needing land bases:

ANTI-SURFACE WARFARE: attacking
enemy ships with air-launched missiles;

SUPPORTING AMPHIBIOUS WAR-
FARE: aiding marine landings and opera-
tions inland; and

MINE COUNTERMEASURES: using air-
craft to detect and clear enemy mines.

Maval aviation is crucial for maintaining
control of the seas, supporting naval and
grovind forces, and projecting milltary power
along distant shores, [t includes fixed-wing
carrier borne squadrons, land-based
Maritime Patrol Aircraft, Helicopters and
Remotely Piloted Aircraft operated from war-
ships and ashore.

And what exactly is an aireralt carrier?

Analreraft carrier is awarship that serves
as a seagoing airbase, equipped with a full-
length flight deck and hangar facilities for
supporting arming, deploying, and recover-
ing shipborne aircraft.

It allows a naval force to project seaborme
air poser far from its hometand without haw-

Navy’s 26 new Rafales

Why is the induction of the Rafale M important in the context of the Indian Navy? Why does India
need aircraft carriers, and advanced fighter jets for these great battleships?

Versatile, omnirole fighting machines

Rafale-Marine (Rafale-M), designed and produced by Dassault Aviation, is a French fighter airemft modified
to operate out of an aireraft carrier. Rafale-M entered service with the French Navy in 2004

OMNIROLE CAPABILITIES: The Rafale
can carry out a gamut of combat
aviation missions — air superiority and
airdefence, close air support, in-depth
strikes, reconnaissance, anti-ship

ing to rely on airfields ashore. Aircraft carri-
ersas part ol the Carner Battle Groups are of-
ten the centerpiece of modem naval warfare,
with significant strategic and diplomatic in-
Nuence in deterrence, command of the sea,
and air supremacy.
vivable airfields that are ready to control the
seas, conduct strikes, and manoeuvre across
the lectromagnetc spectium and cyberspace.
About 50 carmiers, operated by the navies
of several counitries, are currenthy active around
the worid. The United States Mayy leads with 11
large nuclear powered carriers followed by
Brazl, China, France, India, ltaly, Bussia, Spain,
Thailand and the United Kingdom.

What is the history of carrier
aviation in India?

While Indian naval aviation will celebrate
its 72nd anniversany on May 11,2025, India's
carrier aviation began with the commission-
ing of the INS Vikrant in 1961,

Since the 1960, India has operated four
carriers — the INS Vilerant [ 1961-1997), INS
Virgar { 1987-2017 ), INS Vikremaditya {since
2013 ), and the indizenously built INS Vikrant,
whichwas commissioned in 2022,

Through this unbroken penod of 64 years,
India has operated all major types of aircraft
launch and recovery systems and continues

strikes and nuclear deterrence —ina
single sortie if required.

REINFORCED UNDERCARRIAGE: All
Rafale variants share a common
airframe and a common mission
system, with the differences between
naval and land versions limited
mainty to the undercarriage and the
arresting hoole, This high degree of
commonality allows for
interoperability with Rafales already

to expand its carrier fleet, with future plans
for additional indigenous construction.

But why does India need aircrait carriers?
India requires aircraft carriers for several
strategic, military, and geopolitical reasons.
STRATEGIC DETERRENCE AND
POWER M: Aircraft carmiers en-
able India to assert influence and maintain
favourable balance of power in the Indian
Dcean, a region critical for trade, energy flow
and security for India and the world.
PROTECTION OF MARITIME INTER-
ESTS: More than 90% of India’s trade by vol-
ume moves by sea. Carriers help secure Sea
Lines of Communication{5L.0Cs ), protect is-
lanel territaries, and deter potential threats,
BLUE WATER NAVY CAPABILITY:
Carriers allow the Indian Mavy to operate far
from home shores, reinforcing its stahzsasa
bluewater force capable of extended opera-
tions and rapid responses to crises.
CONTINUQUS OPERATIONAL READI-
MNESS: Having miultiple caniers ensures that at
feast one is always operational on each coast,
even as others are in maintenance or refit.
NON-MILITARY ROLES: Carriers also
play a vital mole in Humanitarian & Disaster
Relief{ HADR ) operations that project India’s
soft power and the ability to respond to re-
gional ernergencies and calamities, which are

in service with the Indian Air Force.

MULTI-SENSOR DATA FUSION:
Rafales have the unigque capability to
fuse and process data provided by all
onboard and offboard sensors, At the
centre of these enhanced capabilities
lies a new Modular Data Processing
Uit {MDPL, The system's modularity
also makes Rafales upgradeable over
their service life, to meet evolving
tactics and improvements in
computer technology.
Soeeree: Dassowlt Aviation

not uncommon in the Indian Dcean Region

How will the Rafale Ms help the Navy?

Ower the years, India has operated a wide
variety of carrier-based fighters — from Sea
Hawks, Alizes, Sea Harriers and, at present.
the very capable fourth generation MiC29HKs,

The country is now developing the fifth
generation Twin Engine Deck Based Fighter
{TEDEF) that is likely o be operationalised in
the middle of the next decade.

The 26 Rafale M jets. a four-and-a-half-
generation battle-proven combat aircraft,
will augment the existing MIG2OK flest.

A great advantage that accrues with the
induction of the 26 Rafale Ms for the Indian
Mavy is the comimonality with the LAF Rafales:
This prowides the desirable scope for interop-
erability and joint training s wedl as for main-
tenance and safe practices of these assets andd
their aircrew between the two services,

The inductionof thes very capable aircraft
inthe coming yearsisashotin the arm forthe
Inclian armed forces, and shall ensure contin-
ved and enhanced combat capabilities acmss
the full spectrum of India's military might.

Rear Admirn! Mubal Asthong (Retd )
15 a vl aviator who retired from the
Inefiiere Nemwy i October 2020 a5
Assistant Chiefiof Moval Stalfy Air)



B By Yoshita Singh
UNITED NATIONS, Apr29 (FTH

INIMA said that the open con-
fession of Pakistan’s Defence
Minister KhowajuAsif admitting
to his country's history of sup-
porting and funding temorist
organisations exposes Pakistan
as a “rogue Stale” fuelling
global terrorism and destabilis-
ing the regiomn

Indins Deputy Permanent
Bepresemative to the UN,
Ambassador Yojna Patel deliv-
ered a strong Right of Reply ot
the hybrid launch event for the
Victims of lerro rsm Association
Network' (VoTAN) of the UN
Offfice of Counter-1errorism here
Monday when Pekismns dele-
gate made a reference o the
Pahal gam terrorattack in jammu
und Koshmir "It is unforunate
thut one particular delegaton
haschosen w misuse and wnider-
ming this forum w indulge in
propaganda and make baseless
allegatlons against lndia,” Patel

said. “Thewholeworld has heard
the Pakistani Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif admitting and con-
fessing Pakistan’s history of sup-
porting, training and unding ter-
rovist organisglions in a recent
televishon idWEew,” she said.
Patel asserted o el his ope
confessinn surprises
exposes Paklstanas aroguestate
fupling global terrorism and
destahilising the region.

The world can no longer turn
a blind eye. | have nothing fur-
therto add,” she said,

In a recent interview on Sky
News, Asif said “Well, we have
beendoing isdiry workfor the
United States for abouwt three
decades, you know, and West,
including Britain™ o a comment
that he admits that Pakistan has
lada long historyol backing, sup-
poriing, training and [unding
thiese terrerist organisations.

Also, Indiy said thatthe"strong,
unequivocal” support and soli-
darity extended by global

(Contd on page 3)

J&K Govt closes 48 tourist spots

SRINAGAR. Apr 29 (LANS)

NEW DELMI, Apr 29 (FTH

PRIME Minister Nurenda Modi
asserted on Tuesday that the
Armed Forces have "complete
operational freedom” wdecide
on the mode, argets and tm-
ing of India's response to the
Paholpam terror attnck, as he
chaired a meetingwith the 1op

THE Jammiu and Kashmir Government said on Tuesday
thit 48 destinations across the Valley have been shut for
tourists, Theaction comesafierhornfic attack on tourists
inthe Baisaranmeadow near Pahalgam wwn in Kashmir

Twenty-six tourists were killed in the firing by terrorists, who
singled out Hindu men lor their religion, The Valley has 87 total
destinations, out of which 48 have been closed now. Kashmir
hits witnessed g drop intourists after the Pahalgam emorattack.

Read Editorial
A Lot More to do
on Editorial page

delence establishment,

[wiring the high-lev-
¢l meeting, which was
attended by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh,
MNational Security Advisor Ajlt
Dowal and the Chiefs of three
Services, Modi affirmed that it
is the national resolve o deal

o crushing blow to terrorism,
Gewernment sources said. Modi
expressed complete faith and
confidence in the profession-
alahilities of the Armed Forces,
“They have complete oper-
tinnal freedomiodecidenn the
minle, targetsand timing of eur
response, o source quoled
Muddi as saying.

Chief of Defence Stafl
General Anil Chauhan was
ilso partof the meeting, which
was  held omid  India
weighing its eptons for coun-
termeasurey  following  the
Palalgam termor attack which
left at least 26 civilians, most-
Iy tourists, dead.

Modihasvowed w pursue the
terrorists behind the atack and
their patrons, a clear relerence
to Pakistnn which has o histo-
ry ol sponsoring terror strikes
in India, w the "ends of eanth”

§ M080e State’ India at ON
odom o deside mode, et tming ofresonge

and inflict the harshest pun-
Ishmenton them“beyond their
imagination”,

Terrnrists had gunned down
touirisis, whowere from differ-
eni parts of the country, i the
popular  destinaton  of
Pahalgam in Kashmir exacilya
weil ago an April 22,

This most brutal attack on
clvitians in along spell of time
in the region has sparked a wave
of outrage acress the country
and g demand for retaligtory
uctionaguinst the perpetrtors
and their mndlers.

The Prime Ministers tough
assertions coupled with his
Government's avowed muscu-
larstandonthe issuesof mation-
al security have heightened
expectations of a stringent
countersction from India

Home Secy chairs top security meet

UNION Home Secretary Govind Mohan on Tuesday chaired a
high-level meeting attended by chiefs of three paramilitary
forees and senfors of two other security organisations

Director General of Border Security Force Daljie Singh
Chaudhary, DG of Natlonal Security Guerd Brighu Srinivasan
and DG of the Assam Rifles Lt Gen Vikas Lakhera atended the
meeting, the sources said. Additional Director General of the
Sashastra Seema Bal Anupama Nilekar Chandra were smong
the other attendees in the meeting.



Mark Carney’s Liberal Party

TORONTO, Apr 29 (AP)

PRIME Minister Mark Carney's
Liberal Party won Canada’s fed-
eral election on Monday, cap-
ping a stunning turnaround j
fortunes fuelled by US¥REEITent
Donald Trump's annexation
threats and trade war.

After pollsclosed, the Liberals
were projected to win more of
Parliament's 343 seats than the
Conservatives. It wasn'l imme-
diately clear, though, il they
would win an outright majority
— at least 172 — or would need
torely on one ofthe smaller par-
ties to pass legislation.

The Liberals looked headed
for a crushing defeat until the
American president started
attacking Canada’s economy
and threatening its sovereignty,
suggestingit should become the
51st State,

Trump's actions infuriated
Canadiansand stoked a surgein

[

Wi

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney arrives on stage at his
campaign headquarters after the Liberal Party won the Canadian

election in Ottawa on Tuesday.

(AP)

nationalism that helped the
Liberals lip the election narra-
tive and win a fourth-straight
term in power.
Inavictoryspeech beloresup-

porters in Ottawa, Carney
stressed the importance of
Canadian unity in the face of
Washington’s threats. He also said

(Contd on page 3)

O|Ganadian election

Looking forward
to strengthening
partnership:

PM Modi

NEW DELHI, Apr 29 (PT1)

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday congratu-
lated Canadian PM Mark
Carney on the victory of his
Liberal Party in federal elec-
tions and said he was looking
forward to strengthening
bilateral ties and unlocking
greateropportunities for peo-

ple of the two nations.
Carney, an economist and
political newcomer, led the
Liberal Party to its remark-
able victory in the elections
(Contd on page 3)
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JUSTICE GAVAI appoin
next GJI, oath

NEW DELHI, Apr 29 (PTI)

Gavai was on Tuesday appoint-
ed thenext ChiefJustice of India.
He would enter the

ay 14

CJI Khanna on April 16 to the
Central Government. Justice
Gavai, who was elevated as a
judge of the Supreme Court on
May 24, 2019, will have a tenure
of over six months and

office of the CJTon May
14, a day after incum-
bent CJI Justice Sanjiv
Khanna retires.

The Law Ministry
issued a notification
announcing Justice
Gavai’s appointment as 52nd
Chief Justice of India.

“Inexercise of the powers con-
ferred by clause (2) of Article 124
of the Constitution of India, the
President is pleased to appoint
ShriJustice Bhushan Ramkrishna
Gavai, Judge of the Supreme
Court, to be the Chief Justice of
India with effect from 14th May,
2025," said the notificationissued
by the department of justice.

As per laid down procedure,
his name was recommended by

he would demitoffice on
November23 on attain-
ing the age of 65 years.

He is the senior-most
Supreme Court judge
after theincumbentC]JI
- Khanna.

Bornon November24, 1960 at
Amravati, Justice Gavai was ele-
vated as an additional judge of
the Bombay High Court on
November 14, 2003. He became
a permanent judge of the high
court on November 12, 2005.

Justice Gavai has been a part
of several Constitution benches
in theapex courtwhichdelivered
path-breaking verdicts.

He was part of a five-judge
Constitution bench which in
(Contd on page 3)




‘Global talks for N-disar

NEW YORK, Apr 29 (IANS)

THE Japanese Foreign Minister
Iwaya Takeshicalled on theworld
leaders for a “dialogue” and
“cooperation” on nuclear disar-
mament fowards an importar
United Nations conference
in 2026.

He said this while deliveringa
statement on Monday (local
time) at the General Debate of
the Third Session of the
Preparatory Commitiee for the
2026 Review Conference of the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of NudearWeapons (NPT], being
held in New York,

“The cry that the tragedies of

nuclear weapons must never by
repeated and the call forack
ing a ‘world without
weapons’ are now |

‘ed the recommenda-
tions of the International Group
of Eminent Persons [or a World
without NudearWeapons, which
lapan launched back in 2022 as
an "eloquent example” of how
engagingin sincere dialogue and
constructive discussion cancre-
atewisdom, evenin thisincreas-
ingly divided world.

“He appealed Lo all countries
to fulfil their responsibility to

ndacommonground, tomain-
tain and strengthen the NPT
architecture, which is the only
universal ramework fornuclear
disarmament and non-prolifer-
ation, and toadvance toward the
realisation of a world without
nuclear weapons,” the Foreign
Ministry said in a statement.

Last month, the government
faced criticism from atomic
bomb survivors for not attend-
ing as an observer in a conven-
tion of signatories to a UN
nuclearweaponsban treaty held
in New York.

Iwaya's participation in this
conference is aimed at estab-
lishing the efforts of the Japanese

Government to work towards
promotion of nuclear disarma-
ment, according to Japanese
media, Kyodo News.

The report said that the
Japanese governmenl has
aspiredforaworld free of nuclear
weapons, as Japan is the only
couniry to have suffered nuclear
atlacks in war.

The Japanese Foreign Ministry
further affirmed that in his
speech, Iwaya also discussed
Nihon Hidankyo, lapansleading
group ofatomic homb survivors
and winner of the 2024 Nobel
Peace Prize.

He further pointed towards
the work of the Hibakusha, the

t for 2026 UN meet vital’

surviving victims of the alomic
bombs that fell on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki.

“The Hibakusha have worked
tirelessly, despite their deep emo-
tional and psychological wounds
and scars, (o raise awareness of
the devastation caused by
nuclear weapons,” the Foreign
Minister said in the speech.

The Foreign Ministry added
thatin thestatement, lwaya men-
tioned the “difficulties”
the NPT regime is facingin light
of North Korea'snuclear and mis-
sile development programme
and the “rapid buildup of
nuclear capabilities inan opague
manner.”
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 Modi gives armed forces
‘hand on respon

They Can Decide ¢ T i ey

. Mode, Targets &

Timmg Sources

Akhilesh Singh &
mmﬁohh,

New Delhi: Amid growingin-
dications of a retaliation
* against the Pahalgam terror
i attack, PM Narendra Modi is
¢ learned to have given comple-

R T T

te operational freedom to the

f armed forces todecide on the

mode, targets and timing of

; responseto Pakistan.

‘India has I‘III support’ to
lﬂer terrorists, -

as it seeks to play

rls ‘fullﬂ ip omatlc role to help

- manage’ India-Pak tensions

» Pak claims to have downed

> India thwarts cyberattacks
| emanating from Pak targeting
websntes of armed forces

wate?stnlzak sumn'gej-. Imtlt

: Sources said ressed indian spy d SL
: fullfaithand m"-ﬁhﬁ;‘xﬂi inthe | poipi of violating I:sci?fse;ageeﬁl ----- b B Karver s
 professional abilities of thefo- | wanawar sectorof Bmener. | > Manwho raised pro-Pak
: rcesand conveyed his go-ahe- B Hmthrl'allllglmllm‘ﬂ domd.uﬂng cricket matchin
: ad at a meeting with defence enters 7th day, 100 ¢ 2 ‘Mangal MIS arrested
; muinister Rajnath Singh, NSA | 3'crachfown widens ' ' |
: Ajit Doval, Chief of Defence &
: Staff General Anil Chauhan :-mmmm-rm

PEDIT PAGE: Where Are X account after he threatens | "% Y,
: India’s Eyes In The Sky? use of N-weapons against India FU LL O'JERAGE: 21 & 23
: andthethreeservicechiefs,

After the huddle, Modi
: met home minister Amit Sh-
: ah’and RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat, who had last week
said that “dharma’ required
Indiatopunish the enemy.
The PM convened a mee-
: ting, the second since the Pa-
:. halgam attack, of the cabinet
: committeeonsecurity on Wed-
: nesday, when other important
¢ bodies — cabinet committees
¢ onpolitical and economic affa-
¢ irsand the full Union Cabinet
: —arealsoscheduled tomeet,
: Earlier in the day; Modi

' had boosted expectations of  de
' anearly response to Pakistan

thhhis “snmayseemltllai :

education conclave,

mDalst-a . 2 wan

“'shut are the alpine Ko -
naglake in Pir Panial range of

nst Pak

Pak a rogue state
fuelling global

terror: India at UN

[ndia slammed Pakistan at
UN on Monday;, calling it a :

“rogue state fuelling global :.

terrorism”. Yojna Patel, Indi- :
a’s deputy permanent repre- :
sentative to UN, said in New :
York, “The whole world has :
heard Pakistani defencemini- :
ster Khawaja Asif admitting :

‘and confessing its history of :
supporting, training and fun- :

P UN chief talks to EAM,
condemns attack, P21

-dmgtermrmturgamsaﬂans :

-

in a recent interview This :
open confession surprisesno :

one and exposes Pakistan as
(the one) destabilising the re-
gion. The world can no longer
turnablindeye." mnm‘

 pContinuedonP 28

Pahalgam fallout: 48 tourist Spots i in
Valley shut over security concerns

Hnuer.ﬁaml@timesoﬂndia.gom terfal]s{alsoKulgam} hjgh»al-

~ titude
Srinagar: J&K govt has shut nB
down 48 of its 87 tourist desti-
nations across Kashmir val-
ley following the April 22 tex-
rorist attack near Pahalgam
in which 25 tourists and a lo-
calpunywallah was lci.lled.

i dacielts

~ operator who said
‘Allahu Akbar’

L]

- NIA picks up zipline :

Ziphne opemtm: Muzamjl,

who was heard saying ‘Al-

' lahuAkher'thrinebefumsen
 dingoff :




