INDIA, FRANGE INK PACT of Rs 64,00
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=7 g Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh with other officials of the Indian Government and French

Govemment during the signing of an Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) for the procurement of
26 Rafale aircraft, 22 single-seater and four twin-seater, for the Indian Navy, in New Delhi on

Monday. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Apr 28 (PTI)

INDIA and France on Monday
inked an inter-governmental
agreement sealinga megadeal
to procure 26 Rafale marine jets
atacostol Rs64,000crore (Euro
7 billion) for deployment on

boardIndian Navy'saircraft car-
rier INS Vikrant,

The ambitious pactprovides
for the setting up of a produc-
tion facility for Rafale fuselage
as well as maintenance, repair
and overhaul facilities for air-
craft engines, sensors and

weaponsinIndia, according to
the Defence Ministry.

Theagreement willalso facil-
itate the transfer of technolo-
gyforthe integration ofindige-
nous weapons in India.

The deliveryof the aircraft will
begin in 2028 and will be com-

pleted by 2030, with the crew
undergoing training in France
and India.

“The induction (of Rafale-
Marine)would lead to the addi-
tion of a potent force multipli-
er to the Indian Navy's aircralt
carriers,substantiallyboosting

the nation’s air power at sea,”
theMinistry said inastalement.
Dassault Aviation, the man-
ufacturer of Rafale jets, said,
the newacquisitiontestifiesthe
importanceofthe strategicrela-
tionship between India and
(Contd on page 3)






 China, Philippines
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t]ny sandbar in-#h@ dis
puted Seuth China Ses
. A has become.tiie latest
: flashpoint in tensions betwe-
: en China and the Philippines,
with each side displaying its
flag to reinforce competing
claimson the island.
: Earlier this month, mem-
: bersof the Chinese Coast Gu-
: ard landed on the disputed re-
1 ef, Sandy Cay, unfurled a flag
: and “exercised sovereign ju-
: risdiction,” Chinese state me-
: dia reported Thursday. They
: left theisland by Sunday, when
: the Philippines deployed its
: own personnel to the sandbar.
: Hours later, Beijing called the
: actan “illegal boarding”, say-
: Ing it had “indisputable sove-
reignty” over Spratly Islands,
: achain of dozens of slivers of
: land, including Sandy Cay, in
: South China Sea, and its sur-
: rounding waters.
The standoff comes days
: afterallies the US and the Phi-
: lippinesbegan theirannualjo-
: int military drills in the Phi-
: lippines, which China has cri-

On Sunday, Ph|hpp|nes deployed
its personnel to Sandy Cay in SCS

ticised as undermining regio-
nal stability.
On Monday morning, Jon-

athan Malaya, assistant direc-
tor general of the Philippines’
national security council, pus-
hed back on China’sclaim that
Beijing had seized the reef
and urged it to “act with restr-
aint and not increase tensio-
ns” in South China Sea. “It is
not to the benefit of any nation
if these things are happening,
nor is it to the benefit of any
nation if such irresponsible
statements are released.” Be-
ijing claims about 90% of So-
uth China Sea, parts of which
are also claimed by Vietnam,
Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia
and the Philippines. nyt



J&K Assembly moves resolutmn denoun

JAMMU, Apr 28 (PTI}

THE Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly unanimously passed
aresolutiononMonday express-
ing shock and anguish over the
Pahalgam terrorist attack and
resolved to fight resolately to
defeat the nefarious déjgns to
disturb communal harmon{and
hinder progress.

The resolution, moved by
Deputy Chief Minister Surinder
Choudhary during a special ses-
sionofthe Assembly, was passed
by voice vote. At the beginning
of the session, House members
observed a two-minute silence
to pay homage to the 26 people
killed in the attack last week.

“The Legislative Assembly of
J&K reaffirms its unwavering
commitment to foster an envi-
ronmentofpeace, development,
and inclusive prosperity for all
its citizens, and to resolutely
defeat nefariousdesignsof those
who seek to disturb the com-
munal harmony and progress of
the nation and of Jammu and
Kashmir,” the resolution stated.

Concluding a discussion on

ing Pahalgam attack

Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah with MLAs observes silence to pay tributes to the
victims of Pahalgam terror attack during the one-day special session of the J&K Assembly, in Jammu

on Monday.

(PTI)

the resolution, Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah, who also holds
the tourism portfolio, con-
demned the Pahalgam terror
attackandadmitted that he failed

in his responsibility of ensuring
a safe return for tourists.

“As the Chiel Minister and
Tourism Minister of Jammu and
Kashmir, [ hadinvited these peo-

ple here. It was my responsibil-
ity toensure they were sent back
safelvlolhelrhumes Icouldnot
send them back,” he said.
(Contd on page 3)









