NEW DELHI, Apr 26 (PTI)

THE Centreis planning to under-
takea sludy to look into ways to
maximise the use of the q
tumofwater fromtle thig
that Pakistan had earlier used
under the Indus Water Treaty,
nowthat the agreementhasbeen
suspended, officials said.

The proposal was made at a
high-level meeting on Friday
chaired by Home Minister Amit
Shah that discussed the future
course of action on the Indus
WatersTreaty of 1960, which has
been kept in abeyance follow-
ing the Pahalgam terror attack
in which 26 people were killed.

Under the World Bank-bro-
kered treaty, India was granted
exclusive rights to the water of
the eastern rivers -- the Sutlej,
Beas, and Ravi -- amounting to
anaverageannual flow ofabout
33 million acre-feet (MAF). The
waterofthewesternrivers--the
Indus, Jhelum and Chenab --
with an average annual flow of
around 135 MAF, were largely

allocated to Pakistan.

With the treaty now put in
abeyance, the Government is
looking at ways to utilise the
water of the Indus, Jhelum and
Chenab.

After Friday's high-level meet-
ing, Jal ShaktiMinister CR Paatil
asserted that the Government
isworkingonastrategy to ensure
that not a single drop of water
flows into Pakistan.

He said Prime Minister
NarendraModihasissuedaslew
of directives, and the meeting
was held to follow up on them.

Shah made several suggestions
at the meeting for their effec-
tive implementation.

“Wewillensurethatnotasin-
gle drop of water flows into
Pakistan from India,” the Jal
ShaktiMinisterhadsaid after the
meeting. Sources said the
Government is working on a
long-term plan to ensure the
effective implementation of its
decisions. According to an offi-
cial, the Ministry has beenasked
toconductastudytolookatways
to utilise the water from the
three western rivers.
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MUSCAT, Apr 26 (AP

A MASSIVE explusmn and fire
rocked a port on i
southern lIran p
linked to a shipment ol
ical ingredient used to
missile propellant, killing five
people and injuring more than
700 others,

Mehrdad Hasanzadeh, a
provincial disastermanagement
official, gave the updated casu-
alty figure in an interview on
state television.The previous toll
was four dead and more than
500 others injured. The blast at

jlosion in Iran

the Shahid Rajaei port happened
aslranandthe United States met
Saturday in Oman for the third
round of negotiations over
Tehran's rapidly advancing
nuclear programme.,

While no one in Iran outright
suggested that the explosion
came from an attack, even
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi, who led the talks, on
Wednesday acknowledged that
“oursecurityservicesareon high
alert given past instances of
attempted sabotage and assas-
sination operations designed to

(Contd on page 5)




Iran, US hold hrs

talks over

MUSCAT (Oma

[RAN and the United States held
in-depth negotiations in Oman
over Tehran’s rapidly advancing
nuclear programme on Saturday,
talks that likely will hinge on the
[slamic Republic’s enrichment
of uranium.

The talks ran for several hours
in Muscat, the mountain-
wrappedcapital of thissultanate
onthe eastern edge of the Arabian
Peninsula. Aperson close to Steve
Witkoff, the US special envoy to
the Middle East, acknowledged
thatthemeetinghadstartedand
later ended. The source spoke
on condition of anonymity to
discuss the closed-door talks.
[ranian state television also
reported their conclusion.

pert
ogramme

However, neither Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
nor Witkoff offered any imme-
diate specifics or details on the
talks that they'll lead.

But Omani Foreign Minister
Badr al-Busaidi, who has medi-
ated the two previous round of
talks in Muscatand Rome, offered
a positive note at the end of
Saturday’s negotiations.

Iran and the US “identified a
sharedaspiration toreachagree-
ment based on mutual respect
and enduringcommitments,” al-
Busaidi posted on X. “Core
principles, objectives and tech-
nical concerns were all
addressed. Talks will continue
next week with a further high
level meeting provisionally
scheduled for May 3.”



Forces intel_lsify anti-terror

ANANTNAG, Apr 26 (ANI)

IN THE we
Pahalgam terrOve
partofintensified el‘fnrls to curb
terrorism and its ecosystem,
Anantnag Police, in close col-
laboration with the Army, CRPF
and other security forces have
launched extensive search and
cordonoperations across thedis-
trict.

Terrorists attacked tourists at
Baisaran meadow in Pahalgam
on April 22, killing 25 Indian
nationalsand one Nepalicitizen
while leaving several others
injured.

As part of these operations,
numerous raids were conduct-
edatvarious locations through-
out the district. Day and night
search operations are underway
withheightenedvigilance.Sofar,
around 175 suspects have been
detained for questioning to dis-
mantle the supportnetworksaid-
ing terrorist activities.

To further enhance security,
additional MobileVehicle Check
Points (MVCPs) have been estab-
lishedacross thedistricttomon-
itor suspicious movements and
ensure public safety.

Moreover, Cordon and Search
Operations (CASOs), ambushes,
and intensified patrolling have
been launched, particularly in
high-density forestareas, to flush
out any possible terrorist pres-
ence and secure the district.

The Anantnag Police said that,
along with its partner security

Security personnel conduct searches in the houses of terror
associates under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA)

cases in Srinagar on Saturday.

(PTI)

forces, it remains committed to
maintaining peace and thwart-
ing any attempts to disrupt nor-
malcy in the district. The police
have solicited public coopera-
tion and advised citizens to report
any suspicious activity to the
nearest police establishment,
Also, the security forces have
been placed on high alert in the
Rajouri region in Jammu and
Kashmir on Saturday. The secu-
rity forces are conducting thor-
ough checks of vehicles on the
highway, with a focus on suspi-
cious activity along the Jammu-
Rajouri-Poonch highway.

Theforces aredeployedinlarge
numbers to prevent any unto-
ward incidents

On Friday, Indian Army Chiefl
General Upendra Dwivedi, for
the first time following the
Pahalgam terror attack, reached
Jammu and Kashmir’s Srinagar
and reviewed the security situa-
tion of the Union Territory.

The Indian Army Chief General
was also briefed on the actions
being taken by the formations
against terrorists inside theirown
territoryand the Pakistan Army’s
attempts to violate the ceasefire
along the LoC.



UNSC condemns in ‘strongest t

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 26 (FTT

which bers condemned

THE UNSC has “condemned in
the strongest terms” the terror-

inthe strongest irrmuhe u-rmrm

“They stressed that those

attack in Jammu and Kast
onApril 22, during which at least

istaitackinfammuand Kashunir, 26 people were killed and many
& that those resp more njured.
should be held ace bleand “The softheSecurity

the organisers and sponsors of
this “reprehensible act of verror-
ism” should be brought to jus-
tiee. The 15-naton Counel issued
a Press Stutement on ‘terrorist
attack in Jammu and Kashmir' in

Council underined the need 1o
hold perpetrators, organisers,
financiers and sponsars of this
reprehensible act of terrorism
accountable and bring them to
justice,” it said.

responsible for these kil!ungs
sh

Security Couneil resolutions, to
cooperate actively with all rele-
vant authorities in this regard,”
it said

A press statement §s a decls-
rauun 10 the media made by the

Presi of the Security Council

Incians and one

‘rance is Pr
-ouneil for the month of April
and the press stalement was
issued by Council President
Permanent Representative of

France to the UN A for

The members of the Security
Council expressed their deepest
hy and condolences o

Jerome Bonnalont, It is learnt
that the US had Noated the draft
statement, which was then dis-
cussed by Council members.
Pakistan currently sits in the
UN Security Council as a non-

the fumilies of the victims and
to the Government of India and
the Government of Nepal, and
wished a speedy and full recoy-
ery 1o those who were injured.
In the April 22 terror attack in

Nepalicitizenwere killed. Thevie-
tims were mostly tourists from

p|.' 1 ber. A press  Pahalg 25
ol the ires agreement

from all Counell members and

is o negotiated text, all across India.

The UNSC members real-
firmed that terrorism in all its
forms and manifs S COM-

Pahalgam terror attack

wl'u.'nl.'wr nm.l by whomever
1. They reaffirmed th
nq.d for all States o combat by
all means, in accordance wi
theCharterof the United Natons
and other obligations under

stitutes one of the most srriuus

inter | law, including
international human rights law,

threats 1o inter ace
and security. They relierated that
any acts of terrorism are crimi-
nal and unjustifiable. regardless
of their motivation, wherever,

miugee law dml

threats to ln:emullunnl puam.-
and security caused by terrorist
acts,



