


FORMER ISRO GHIEF
Kasturiran

NEW DELHIUBENGALURU, Apr 25 (PTI)

FORMER ISRO chiefl K Kasturirangan,
whowasatthehelmofthespaceagency
for nearly a decade, passed away in
Bengaluru on Friday, officials said.
He was 84 and is survived by two sons,
family sources said, and added that he
wassuffering fromage-related ailments
for the past few months. “He left for
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Chairperson of drafting
committee on NEP,
Kasturirangan had also
served as Chancellor of
JNU and chairman of
Karnataka Knowledge
Commission

.
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heavenlyabode thismorningathisres-
idence in Bengaluru. His body will be
keptat Raman Research Institute (RRI)
for paying last respects on April 27"
the officials said.

Condoling his death, Droupadi
Murmu said on X: “Saddened to learn
that Dr Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan
is no more. As head of ISRO, he played
a stellarrole in the evolution of India’s
space programme.” She also noted that
Kasturirangan helped draft theNational
Education Policy (NEP), whichisalready
makingaprofoundimpacton theshap-
ing of the next generation.

In his condolence message, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi described him
as a “towering figure in India’s scien-
tific and educational journey.” The
space scientist’s visionary leadership
and selfless contribution to the nation
will always be remembered, Modi said

(Contd on page5)
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Ssupport for te outfits

: We have been doing

. London: Pakistan qefence this dirty work for the
. minister Khawaja Asif has | USA for about three decades
: admitted on Sky News that |and for the West, including

. Pakistan harbours and fu- |Britain. That was a mistake

. ndsterror organisations, sa- | and we suffered for that. If

: ying that it has been “doing | we had not joined the war

: the West's dirty work for de- | ~ . against the Soviet Union
: cades”. He also said Pakis- |[y®& and the war after 9/ ; &
: tan-based terror groups are Pakistan’s track record .

: PEDIT PAGE: Why Pak was unimpeachable | :
Army Must Feel The Heat — Khawaja Asif :

: "not multiple organisa- nity to the situation”. “We
: tions” but “one single orga-  have already prepared for it
: nisation religiously organi- — any eventuality that takes
- sed withdifferentfaces”. place. We will measure our
{ Asif saidthathiscountry responsetowhateveris initi-
would respond “in kind” to  ated by India. If there is an
any attack by New Delhi in all-out attack obviously
retaliation for Pahalgam therewill beall-outwar ”

and called on US President
Donzald Trump to “bring sa- pContinuedonP 8




Before Action

BhartiJain@timesofindia.com

n a stern message to local
terrorists and their famili-

es, J&K administration on.

Friday demolished the houses
of three terrorists involved in
the Pahalgam attack.

The houses of Adil Hussa-

FULL COVERAGE: P 6-3, 12:
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P EDIT: Post-Pahalgam

.

Debris of the house of Adil Hsain Thoker in Anantnag’s Bijbehara

in Thoker alias Adil Guree in
Bijbehara of Anantnag; Asif
Sheikh in Awantipora; and

Ahsan Sheikh in Pulwama

were quietly razed on Thurs-
day and Friday night.

The administration ensu- _

red that none of their family
members were inside when
the houses were destroyed. In
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fact, a source indicated they
were aware of the impending
demolition as they had vacat-

ed the houses beforehand with

their important belongings. -
Thedetonation was contro-

lled to ensure adjacent dwel.

lings were not damaged: the
precision meant to convey the

message that the authorities

had no malice towards the ge-
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neralpublic. Theremaybemo- |

re demolitions, according to

the source. “The action is cle-
arly aimed at disincentivising ;

local terrorism or any kind of

support to terror,” a J&K govt

functionary told TOL
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