Indian Navy's guided missile
destroyer INS Surat test-fired a
medium-range surface-to-air
missile in the Arabian Sea

successiully. (ANI)

NEW DELH1, Apr 24 PTl)

AMID  tensions after
Pahalgam terror attack
demonstrates India's g
prowess, Indian N guided
missile destroyer INS Surat sue-
cessfully test-fired a medium-
range surlace-to-air missile in
the Arabian Sea.

The missile has a range of

etesthas takenplacebefore
thescheduled surface-to-surface
missile testing by the Pakistan
Navy in the Arabian Sea.

“The Indian Navy's latest
indigenous  guided missile
destroyer INS Surat has suc-
cessfully carried out a precision
cooperative engagement of a sea-
skimming target, marking a sig-

<t0-air missile in Arabian Sea

nificant milestone in strength-
ening the Navy's defence capa-
bilities," the Navy said.

“This achievement demon-
strates India's growing prowess
in indigenous warship design,
development, and operations,
and underscores the nation's
commitment to sell-reliance in
defencemanufacturing,” it said.

The Navy said the “milestone”

is a “testament” to the forces
“unwavering commitment” to
safeguarding the nation's mar-
itime interests and its dedica-
tion o Aatmanirbhar Bhara.
Meanwhile, Pakistan has
issueda notification regarding the
scheduled test of a surface-to-
surface missile off its Karachi
coast within its  Exclusive
Economic Zone, sources said.




Pak closes a

Flights To

West Wil

Get Longer

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Aircraft operat-
ed by Indian carriers, char-
ter operators and private jets
registered here will have to
take longer routes between
North India and the west
(Gulf, Middle East, CIS, Eu-
rope and North America)
with Pakistan having closed
itsairspace for them starting
Thursday 6pm (IST).

Pilots say flying times of
AirIndia’sdirectflightsfrom
Delhi to North America
could increase by up to two
hours if they remain non-
stop and are not required to
take a midway fuelling halt,
say in Europe. If that hap-
pens, the journey could take
up tofour hours longer.

Delhi-Europe flights
could takeuptoan hour more
and those to Gulf 30-45 min-
utes, say pilots. Some flights
will be cancelled and a few
rescheduled to beat night
curfews at western airports.
IndiGo routes flights be-
tween Delhi and Tashkent/
Almaty will take 80-90 min-
utes longer. IndiGo cancelled
its Almaty and Tashkent
flights Thursday. Its Sharjah-
Amritsar had to change
course on Thursday to avoid
Pakistan airspace. Interna-
tional flights between rest of
the country and the west
won’t be impacted as they
don’t overfly Pakistan.

While Pakistan has not
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Since Oct 7, 2023 | jran-Israel
conflict has often impacted
Iran, Iraq & Jordan airspace

Since Feb 2022 | Russiano
fly zone for western airlines £
Since Aug 2021 | “
Afghanistan
airspace
closed for
civilian
flights

NIA searches two hotels in Ferozepur

ﬁ; fter Pahalgam terror attack, NIA searched two Ferozepur
/% hotels and the residences of hotel owners Thursday,
reportedly in connection with calls made to Pakistan. The sea-
rches were conducted at Taj Hotel, a small local establishment,
and at City Resorts, as well as residences of Taj Hotel owner
Mandeep Singh and City Resorts owner Sardul Singh. NIA teams
reportedly seized mobile phones and other electronic gadgets.
After the searches, Mandeep said he was questioned about calls
made to Pakistan from his mobile, which he claimed were never
made. He said his mobile has been confiscated and his laptop
checked. NIA team alsoinspected the hotel rooms. Sardul also
confirmed that his resortand residence were searched. He, too,

claimed he had never made any calls to Pakistan. T

Feh 27-July 16, 2019 |
Pakistan airspace closed
after Balakot airstrike

barred foreign carriers, Middle Eastwilltakeanalter-

countries do their own risk
assessment for overflying
any region and if they deem
the geopolitical situation on
India-Pakistan border risky,
some of them may suspend
flights. When akistan
closed its airspace 1In 2019,
some North American air-
lines had suspended Delhi
flights. So there aré going to
be fewer and more expensive
flights options petween the
west and Ncrthlndlggne?:- t
Advising passeé to
check if thgir flight is affect-
ed, Air India posted on X,
some “flights toor from North
America, UK, Europe, and

native extended route.” Indi-
Go said, “Schedules of a few
of our international flights
are impacted... keeping (im-
pacted customers) informed,
offering alternate solutions.”™
SpiceJet said its flights to
UAE from “north India will
operate via alternate routes
(&) carry additional fuel for
longer flying time.”

Closure of Pak airspace
means flights between north
Indiaand the west will goclose
to Mumbai and Ahmedabad;
then turn right over the Ara-
bian Sea to head to Muscatand
then fly to their destination.
Ditto on the way back.




Kyiv: Russia pounded
with missiles and drones cﬁi‘
night, killing at Jeast 19 peop
inthe biggest attack on the Uk
rainian capital thijg year and
drawing a rare rebuke from
Donald Trump who to]d Viadi.
mir Putin: “Vladimir, STOP!”
The attack, which the US
presadent said was ‘“not neces-
sary”and “verybag timing"as
he pushesforpeace also woun-
ded 90 people, smashed buildi-
Ngs and set off fires, Ukraini-
an officials said. Rescuers we-
I'e still recovering bodies from
therubble over12 hours later.
The attack comes at a criti--
cal moment in Russia’s war in
Ukraine, which began with
Moscow’s full-scale invasion
in 2022. Both Kyiv and Moscow il
aretrying to show Trump they G AR
are making progress towards 25 -
his goal of arapid peacedeal. - 1l 1
“I am not happy with the — . ~ ST
Russian strikes on KYIV. Not = The strikes also inurjed 90 people, smashed buildings and set off fires
necessary, and very bad ti-
ming. Viadimir, STOP! 5000 contradicts our values or our fer dogs, the emergency servi-
soldiersaweek aredying. Lets  constitution cannot be includ- ces said. Forty fires had bro-
get the Peace Deal DONE!" edinanyagreement,” hesaid. ken out. “Mobile telephones
Trumpsaid on Truth Social, Zelensky, who cut shorthis ~ are heard ringing beneath ru-
The White House hasthre- trip to South Africa after the bble. The search will continye
i omed 10 abandon its efforts - Russian strike, said he did not ~ until it become clear that they
if no progress is made soon, see signs Washington was put- havegoteveryone,” it said.
Trump upbraided Zelensky ting strong pressure on Russia. Updating the toll, Tymur
on Wednesday over a com- Asked by a reporter if he tho- Tkachenko, the headmd ,—Uni-‘ the
rops i1 Which the Ukrainian  ught Putin would listen to his Kyiv city military administra.
repeatgd that Kyiv would not appeal to stop missile strikes, tion, said: “Rescuers have ret-
tion of Ceil S92 occupa: Trumpsaid “Ido.” Healsosaid ~ rieved two more bodies fron,
tion of Crimea. Trump has that he had his “own deadline” under the rubble in the Syjg.
used a markedly more gentle forreachingapeacesettlement toshynskyi district. We noy,
fone in his statements about between Russl;:a and Ukraine, haveﬂd?ad'idrl;}rllii?llshfuueimthinat
Juh Zelensky - withoutsayingwhatitwas. struck & Tesidential building
Whomheatonepomtreferred The Russian defence mini- in the Sviatos contie trict
2 8 a “dictator”, Tyymp: P whatit west of KyIVS o
e O - Trump’s  stry said it carried out rth Korean KN-23 balljgy;
Pecial envoy g expected to ; ‘a massive over- NOIT! Ukrainian militay
meet Putin oo g dssmbed asal Ukraine’s missile, @ nenge tary
retilks cAyformo- - night strike against sourcesaid. Ukrainian forejg,
»aUS official has sajq military-industrial complex. minister Andrii Sybiha gais
Zelensky sa using air, land and seabaSed TRy, the “brutal Strikeg
he believeq g0 °n Thursday long-range high-precision W& showedthatR“SSm'mptsm‘.“%
With prope tha!t:hi tdocument aponsand drones. o G wﬂ‘{‘:&ﬂﬁﬁfﬁﬁ'%
fro vat eme : : Russ ol |
en mﬂesdaai; tigrjks betwe-  Phones ring ben ware%- esal:d'fﬂmissmﬂaaqaiinm.__thﬁ
ficials in estern of. Rescue teams We & o iih oAl oo e
Trump’g t[é?n?gc’znwas NOWon ting at 13 _gites e Kgdvnd snif- wsaj_ﬂﬂnmmm t |
t climbing speciails i B S A &) |
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: Washington: treasury
: Secretary Scott Bessent has
: 8aid he expects India to stri-
: ke the first trade deal with
:  Washington because the is-
suesaresimpler. Trade talks
i were “very close” to rea-
: chingadeal, headded.
' India has “fewer non-ta-
riff trade barriers, obvious-
ly, no currency manipula-
tion, very, very little govt
subsidies, so reaching adeal
with the Indians is much ea-
sier,” he told a group of jour-
nalists on Wednesday at a
! restricted meeting in Was-
i hington on the sidelines of
: spring meetings of IMF and
World Bank.
: Trade issues with India
i were mostly about high ta-
: riffs, he said, according to
: participants in themeeting.
US VP J D Vance, who
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reasury secy

India may allow some
duty-free auto imports

( Yovtisopentoofferingdu- :
Jty-free access to certain :
automobiles imported from :
the US, such as bikes with
over 1,600cc engine capacity, :
if it cangetagooddealinar- :

eas of interest. Some of the :

concessions, which are still i
being discussed internally, :
may come with quotas. P27

held talks with PM Modithis
week, had earlier indicated
substantial progress on the :

trade issue. In Jaipuron Tu- :

esday, Vance said, “We're
especially excited to anno- :
uncethat AmericaandIndia :
have finalised the terms of
reference for the trade nego- e
tiations.” ians i -



Command Tday
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New Delhi: The Indian
armed forces are maintain-
ing a high-state of oper-
ational readiness amid
heightened tensions with
Pakistan, even as Army
chief General Upendra Dwi-
vedi will visit J&K on Friday
and therival navies conduct-
ed firing drills in their own
watersin the Arabian Sea.
General Dwivedi will re-
view the operational situa-
tion along the 778-km Line
of Control and the counter-
terror operationsin the hin-
terland during his visit to
the Udhampur-based North-
ern Command, as well as,
Srinagar, and Anantnag, a
senior officer told TOI. '
The validity of the LoC it-
self came under sharp focus
on Thursday after Pakistan
announced suspension of
the 1972 Simla Agreement,
which had transformed the
then ceasefire line into the
LoCwithbothsidesagreeing
not to alter itunilaterally:
The ceasefire had first

71T that 1sjamabad took

IAF has increased the number. of operational readiness platforms at its bases

come into effect in Nov 2003, *
-with an understanding be-

tween the rival director gen-
erals of military operations’
but was subsequently blown
tosmithereens by intensefir-
ingduels between the two ar-
mies. After a couple of un-
successful attempts, the un-

derstanding between the
DGsMO was renewed in Feb -

2021 — after an especially
bloody year with as many as
5,133 ceasefire violations —
and haslargely held till now.
Asthesituation alongthe
land boundaries with Pakis-
tan remains tense, the mari-

time domain is also witness-  Rafa]

ing some shadow boxing. Pa-
kistan first issued a ‘NavA.
rea’ warning for ships to stay

~away from specified coordi. -

nates in its EEZ in the Ara-

bian Sea due to a live fire ex-

_ercise by its warships and

submarines on April 24-25.
Then, the Navy Thursday
said its latest guided-missile
destroyer INS Surat had sue-
cessfully conducted test-firing

««of its medium-range surface-
-to-air missile which has an in-

terception range of 70 km,
-againstasea-skimming target
onthe western seaboard.
Indian Air Force is alsc
honing its combat skills with
the annual Aakraman’ (at-
tack) exercise, with different
fighter jets led by omni-role
ales as well as other air-
craft, over central India. The
number of ORPs (operational
readiness platformg)at JAFair

bases hasa_lsobeen_incmﬂ ased.



NEW DELHI, Apr 24 (PTI)

AIRLINES on Wednesday oper-
ated 59 flights from Srinagar,
includingsevenadditional serv-
ices, Lo ferry tourists and bodies
ol 25 Pahalgam terror attack vic-
itms to their destinations along
with 123 accompanying family
members.

TheCivil Aviation Ministry said
airticketpriceson theroute were

being kept at reasonable levels
amid a large number of tourists
looking to return from Jammu
and Kashmir in the aftermath of
theterrorattack, thedeadliestin
the Valley since the 2019
Pulwama incident. At least 26
people, mostly tourists, died in
the Pahalgam bloodbath on
Tuesday. A Senior Ministry offi-
cial said 52 scheduled and sev-
en additional flights were oper-

ated from the Srinagarairporton
Wednesday to clear the rush of
stranded passengers. Twenty-five
bodies were sent to their desti-
nations by flights alongwith 123
accompanying family members,
the official said.

As many as 3,337 passengers
flew out of Srinagar in 20 flights
between 6 am and 12 pm on
Wednesday. IndiGo, Air Indiaand
Spicejet operated seven flights
in addition to their scheduled
services. Civil Aviation Minister
K Rammohan Naidu said on
Wednesday that airline compa-
nies have been strictly instruct-
ed to avoid any fare surge. They
havebeen told thatchargeswere
being monitored 1o keep those
reasonable, he said.

His comments came agains|
the backdrop of some websites
apparently showingticket prices
of over Rs 50,000 for flights to

Srinagar, The country’s largest
airline IndiGo said that in view
ol the emergent situation, it has
taken steps to keep the fares
moderate. Air India said fares for
its flights [rom Srinagar to
Mumbai and Delhi have been
capped to ensure affordability.

“Any high faresshown on book-
ing sites may be due to multi-
stoproutesorhigher cabinclass-
es, offering a mix of direct and
indirect options,” theairlinesaid
ina postonX.

The Minister alsoemphasised
that efforts were being made to
ensuresafe travel of touristsfrom
Srinagar. Naidu said that all air-
lines operating from Srinagar
have waived cancellation and
rescheduling charges tosupport
passengers, Al the Srinagar air-
port, acontrol room hasbeen set
up to help passengers with their
journey.






