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“Vance outlines plan for Ukraing
that sharply favours Ru31a

Proposal Includes A Freeze Of Territorial Lines,

1 Svice-president JD Van-
- ce on Wednesday called
on Ukraine to accept an

i American peace proposal that
: closely mirrors longstapding

Russian demands, includ Ea
“freeze” of territorial lines in

i thethree-yearwar, acceptance
: of the annexation of Crimea
: by Russiaandaprohibitionon

Ukraine becoming part of the
Natoalliance.
It was the first time a US

: officialhad publiclylaidouta
: ceasefire deal in such stark
: terms and the comments ap-
: peared designed to increase
: pressure on Ukraine, which
: has long refused to accept
: Russia’s claims on its lands,
: particularly in Crimea.

Vance, speaking during a

 triptoIndia, said the US would

“walk away” from the peace
process if both Ukraine and

: Russia refused to accept the
: American terms. But Presi-

: dent Volodymyr Zelensky of

Ukraine was clearly the target.
“We've issued a very expli-

cit proposal to both the Russi-
¢ ans and the Ukrainians, and
: it's time for them to either say
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‘yes or for the US to walk away

from this process,” Vance told
reporters. “The only way to re-
ally stop the killing is for the

§aid that “Ukraine is reads ty

& negotiate — but not tg .

Rescuers wurk at the slte of a
Russian air strike in Sloviansk

Trump slams Ukraine
prez’s Crimea stance

S President Trump said a de-

al to halt the Ukraine war
was “very close” on Wednesday
but hit out at President Zelensky
over his refusal to formally cede
Crimeato Russia. “It's inflam-
matory statements like Zele-
nsky’s that makes it so difficult
to settle this War,” Trump saidin
a post on Truth Social, adding
that his remarks will do nothing
but prolong the ‘*killing field"."
He added: “We are very close to
a Deal, but the man with ‘no
cards to play’ should now,
finally, GET IT DONE.” arp

ne's constitution. He also said
Ukraine could not accept any
prohibition against becoming
partof Nato, “Thereis nothing
to talk about. This violates our

: oonsﬁmtion, This is our terri-
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render. There will be no am
ement that hands Russiz t
stronger foundations it

to regroup and return Wili
greater violence.”

The threat by Vance weps
similar to comments last week
from secretary of state Margy
Rubio and from President
Trump, who said in the Qvgl
Office that if the two sides
don’t agree quickly to a deal,
“we'rejust going to say, ‘You're
foolish, you’re fools, you're
horrible people, and we're go-
ingtojust take a pass.”” -

On Wednesday, Vance m
reporters in India that under
the American proposal, “W&

're going to freeze the territori-

“al lines at some level clnsetd

where they are today.. Now,of
course, that means the Ukrai:
nians and the Russians a:e
bomgomgtnhavetoglveupsof
me of the territory they cur-
rently own.” He did not say
what territory Russia w
havetogive up. Russia
ly occupies 18.7% of Ukrainé,
aocordi.ng to DeepState, an or

around the peace
t]mneadtobecﬂammed. NT .
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NEW DELHI, Agr 13 BT7)

INDHA on Wednesday  sus-
pended the dus Water Trealy
and announced downgrading
diplomatie tes with Pakistan
neluding  expulsion of iis
Miliwary uttaches in view of
crosi-horder  links fo the
Palbsalgam perror attack

The Cabinet Commiites on
Security miet thisevening
under the chaimanship of
Prirve Minister Marendra Modi
anil firmedd ip the responses o
the terror atinck.

TheCCSilso decided to close
the Integrated Check Post a1
Avtarf with immediate elfect,
Forelgn Secretary Vikram Misri
satilatilnteevening press hriel-
e Mt fsloarntthat the C0S lasi-
eid for around two-and-a-hall
hours, Paklstani nationals will
not be ittes] tor travel to
India under the SAARC Visa
Faxermption Scheme (SVES) and
anysich visas issoed in the pasi
o Pakistani nationods are
devmied cancelled, WMisd sald.

The 008 decided that the
Indus Waters Freaty ol 1960 will
beheld inabeyancewith imme-
chiwte e ffect, umii Pakiston cred-
ibly and irrevocably abjures s
support [or cross-hosder ter
rorsm, he said

Declares
Pak Military
Advisors
personae
non-grata

Expels Pak
Diplo
Military
Attaches

SAARC Visas
for Pak

Border Siitnns

O closing of the Inpegrmed
Chick Postal Avtars, Misri said
those who bave crossed over
with valid endorsements may
retum through o rou e be fore
May 1. Misr sadd, " Thedefence,
milisary, nawal and air Advisors
in the Pakistani High
Commission In New Delhl an:
devlnred Personn Non Grats,”

They have i week to leave
Inella, B sakd.

Inedia il bt withel row g A
e Defente, navvand siradvi-
sors Irom the |ndlan High
Commission in Islamalad

“These puosts in the respec-
tve High Commissions are
desmed annulled. Five support
stafl ofthe Service Advisors will

To withdraw
Military
advisors
from
Pakistan

decisions

alse be withidrewn fmm bath

High Commissions,” hie sald,
“The overall strength of the

High Commissions will be

with Pakistan

with immediate effect

hoped for the eardy recovery of
the injured,” Wisri i

“Strong expressions of sup-
port and seldarty have been
receivied from ATy
Gevernmienis arownd thewordd,
which have uneguivecally con
emmed this termr aieck,” he
satidd,

The Forelgn Secretary sild
the CCS recorded its apprecin-
tinnforsuch semtimenis, which
reflect zero tolerance for ter-
rorism, In the briefing 1o the
LS, the cross-honter linkages
of the terrordst anack were
brought out, he sald. " wais
moted] that (hi rume in
theewake of the s ful bl
Ing of elections in the Union
Tervitory | Jaommu s Kashmin
amd  iis

browght dewn (o steaidy
30 from the pres Read Editarial progress (owards
eni 55 through HIT BACK HARD ecnpmic growth
further  reduc- andd divelop-
tioes, o beefTect- on page B ment,” he sald.

ed by May 1,7 e

daidl. The CCS was hriefed in
detail on the terroristattack on
Tuesday in Pahalgam tha lefi
25 Indinns and ong Ne wil-
Leen dead. "Anumber of others
sustained Injuries. The CCScon
demned  the attack in the
stronpest teons and expressed
its deepest condolences 1o the
families of the victims and

1t resol v that
the pempetaion of the abpck
will e brought Lo justice and
thedr sponsars held o account,”
hiesaicl s with the recent e m-
chitfents oo T svwir R, Ind i
will be unrelenting o the pur-
sull of those who have com-
mined acts of emor, or con-
spired 1o make them possible,”
he said




PM Modi, Saudi Crown

Prince condemn
terror attac

NEW DELHI, Apr 23 (

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi
and Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman have
stressed that terrorism and vio-
lentextremism remainamong the
gravest threats to humanity and
there cannot be anyjustification
for any act of terror for any rea-
son whatsoever, according to a
joint statement issued on
Wednesday.

The two leaders have stressed
the need to prevent access Lo
weapons,
including
missiles and
drones, to
commit ter-
ror acts
against oth-
er countries.

Mod:i
decided to
cut short his two-day visit to
Saudi Arabia and departed for
New Delhi on Tuesday night fol-
lowingaterrorattack in Kashmir’s
Pahalgam, where 26 people,
mostly tourists, were killed. He
was originally scheduled to
return to India on Wednesday
night.

“Both sides strongly con-
demned the gruesome terror
attack in Pahalgam, Jammu and
Kashmiron 22 April, 2025, which
claimed the lives of innocent
civilians. In this context, the two
sides condemned terrorismand
violentextremisminallitsforms
and manifestations, andempha-
sised thatthisremainsoneofthe
gravest threats to humanity. They
agreed that there cannot be any
justification forany act of terror
for any reason whatsoever,” the
statement said.

“They rejected any attempt to
link terrorism to any particular
race, religion or culture. They
welcomed the excellent cooper-
ation between the two sides in
counter-terrorism and terror
financing,” it added.

&K

The two leaders condemned
cross-border terrorism and called
on all countries to reject the use
of terrorism against others, dis-
mantle terror infrastructure
where it exists and bring perpe-
trators of terrorism to justice
swiftly.

“Both sides stressed the need
to prevent access to weapons
includingmissilesand dronesto
commit terroristacts against oth-
ercountries,” the statementsaid.

OnTuesday, Modi delayed his
scheduled meeting with the
_ Saudi crown
prince by at
least (wo
hours o
assess thesit-
uation  in
% Kashmir.

The Prime
Minister, who
held bilateral
talks with the Saudicrown prince,
skippedanofficial dinnerbefore
returning home on Tuesday
night. During the talks, the two
sidesappreciated thedeepening
of the defence ties as a key pil-
lar of the strategic partnership
and welcomed the creation of a
Ministerial Committee on
Defence Cooperation under the
Strategic Partnership Council.

“They noted with satisfaction
the growth of their joint defence
cooperation including numer-
ous ‘firsts; like the first ever Land
Forces exercise SADATANSEEQ,
two rounds of the Naval Exercises
AL MOHED AL HINDI, many
high-level visits, and training
exchanges, towards ensuringthe
security and stability of the
region,” the statement said.

“Theywelcomed theoutcomes
of the 6th meeting of the Joint
Committee on  Defence
Cooperation held in Rivadh in
September 2024, noting the ini-
tiation of staff-level talks between
all threeservices. Both sidesalso
agreed to enhance defence
industry collaboration,” itadded.




| FTII Pune, SRFTI
Kolkata, grant
universi tus

RENOWNED film making schools-- Film and Television
Institute of India (FTI), Pune and Satyajit Ray Film and
Television Institute (SRFTI), Kolkata-- have been grant-
ed deemed-to-beuniversity status, according to Ministry
of Education.

The new status will empower them to award degrees
rather than just diplomas and also offer doctoral pro-
grammes,

“FTII Pune and SRFTI Kolkata, have been granted
deemed-to-be university status under section 3 of the
UGC Act. The status has been notified following rec-
ommendation made by the University Grants
Commission,” a senior MoE official said.

“Both institutes will launch doctoral, research and
innovative academic programmes. They will also par-
ticipate in NIRF Rankings and integrate with Academic
Bank of Credits (ABC). Aligned with vision of National
Education Policy (NEP), 2020, this landmark decision
will pave way for greater autonomy, innovation and aca-
demic excellencein film and media education,” the offi-
cial added.

FTII was set up by the Government of India in 1960,
inthepremisesoftheerstwhile Prabhat Studiosin Pune.
Formerly known as the ‘Film Institute of India’, it was a
department of the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting.

In 1971, FTII came to be known as the ‘Film and
Television Institute of India’ (FTII) and soon started in-
service training programs for Doordarshan, India’s pub-
lic broadcaster. The Television Training wing, which was
earlier functioning in New Delhi, shifted to Pune in 1974.
Thereafter, theinstitute became fully aided by the Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting.

In 2017, the Association of Indian Universities (AIU)
hadgranted equivalence tosixPG Diploma Programmes
of the institute with Master’s Degree.

Located in Kolkata and named after thelegendary maes-
tro Satyajit Ray, the Satyajit Ray Film and Television
Institute was the second national centre of cinema edu-
cation established in 1995 by the Government of India
as an autonomous academic institution under the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.




India set to maintain.i

eadership

in global economicgrowth: Gentre

NEW DELHI, Apr 23 (IANS)

DESPITE global uncerts
and downward revisions in
growth forecastsforotherlarge
economies, Indiaissel tomain-
lainits leadership inglobal eco-
nomic growth, the Goverment
said onWednesday, Supported
by strong fundamentals and
strategic Govermentinitiatives,
the country is well-positioned
to navigate the challenges
ahead."With reforms in infra-
structure, innovation, and finan-
cial inclusion, India continues
o enhanceits role as a key driv-
er of global economic activity,”
said the Ministry of Finance.

India is poised to lead the
global economy once again,
with the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) projecting it to
remain the fastest-growing
major economy over the next
lwo years.

According to the April 2025
edition of the IMFs World

Economic Outlook (WEO),
India’s economy is expected to
grow by 6.2 per cent in 2025 and
6.3 per cenl in 2026, maintain-
ingasolid lead over global and
regional peers. [tshows a down-
ward revision in the 2025 fore-
cast compared to the January
2025 update, reflecting the
impact of heightened global
trade tensions and growing

uncertainty. “Despite thisslight
moderation, theoveralloutlook
remains strong.

This consistency signals nol
only the strength of India's
macroeconomic fundamentals
but also its capacity to sustain
momentum ina complexinter-
national environment. As the
IMF reaffirms India’s econom-
ic resilience, the country’s role
as a key driver of global growth
continuestogain prominence,”

said the Ministry. The IMF's
projections reaffirm India’s
resilience, further solidifving
its importance in shaping the
global economic future.

TheApril 2025 edition notes

thatafterseveralyears ofover-
lapping shocks, the global
economy has entered a phase
of cautious stabilisation.
Growth remains modest, and
projections for global output
have been revised downward
from the January 2025 update.
This reflects a steep rise in
tariff rates, policy uncertainty,
and slowing progress in inter-
national cooperation.

“For India, however, the
growth outlook isrelatively more
stable. The IMF projects steady
expansion for the Indian econ-
omy, supported Dby [firm
private consumption, particu-
lary in rural areas,” the
Ministry noted.




