Amid US push, Ukraine & Russia.
~ signal openness t to dlrect talks

1 ) oth Kremlin and Preside- ¢ g
2 < nt Volodymyr Zelensky Z P
~ of Ukraine suggested th- ¥

: is week that they would be op-
: en to direct negotiations, ma-
: king new but tentative diplo-
:  matic overtures as President

Trump pushesforapeacedeal.
z Zelensky said on social me-
: dia late Monday that Ukraine
: was “ready for any conversa-
: tion” about a ceasefire that wo-
: uld halt strikes on civilian in-
: frastructure. Dmitri Peskov,
: the Kremlin’s spokesman, sa-
: id on Tuesday that there were
: “nuances” in the Ukrainian
: proposal “that it makes sense
:  todiscuss” with Kyiv.

While Peskov said there
were no concrete plans yet for
: direct talks between Moscow

and Kyiv, the unusual public
back-and-forth showed how
both sides in the three-year
: war now seem eager to at least

appear interested in negotiati-
: ons — not least because of

Trump’seagernessforadeal to
end the war. Last week, in a
: signof hisimpatience, the pre-
: sident had warned that if eit-
i her Moscow or Kyiv “makes it
: very difficult” to reach a deal
: toend war, the US could decide
i that“we’rejust going to takea
: pass”. Trump said Sunday he
: hoped Russia and Ukraine
“will makeadeal this week”.
: The warring sides haven't
: held public peace talks since
the early weeks of Russia's
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ATTACKS ON: Police paramedlcs
help an injured resident at the site
of a building hit by a Russian air
strike in Zaporizhzhia on Tuesday

frontiine: Report

ussian President Putin has

offered to halt his invasion of
Ukraine across the current front
line as part of efforts toreacha
peace deal with US President |
Trump, the Financial Times repo-
rted on Tuesday citing people
familiar with the matter. Putin
told Steve Witkoff, Trump’s sp-
ecial envoy, duringa meetingin
St Petersburg earlier this month
that Moscow could relinquishits
claimsto areas of four partly
occupied Ukrainian regions that
remain under Kyiv's control, the
report said citing three people
familiar with the talks. reuters

full-scale invasion in 2022, tho-
ugh they have engaged behind
the scenes, often through in-
termediaries. The new sugges-
tion of bilateral talks came af-
ter Putin unexpectedly decla-

red a30-hour ceasefireover the
Easter weekend. Both sidesac-
cused each other of violating
the temporary truce, but also
confirmed that the intensity.
of thefightingdiddecline.
On Sunday, Zelensky pm-
posed a monthlong cwseﬁre
in whlch both sides would “ce-,
ase any strikes using long-.
range drones and missiles on .,
civilian infrastructure.”
“There were no air raid alerts
on Easter, and some sectors of
the front line remained qui-
et,” he wrote in a poston Mon-
day that reiterated the propo-
sal. “This proves it is possible
- 1t?s possible when Russi
chooses to reduce the killing”
Later, he told journalists:
ter the ceasefire, we are read
tositdown inany format.”.
Putin responded on Mo

was needed about how to defi
ne a civilian target, “possibl
in a bilateral format”. Pesko
followed up to clarify that“thq
president specifically meant
negotiations and discussion%
with the Ukrainianside.”
But Russia’s continued bo-
mbardment of Ukraine told 4
different story. A flurry of ex-
ploding drones or missiles hit
Ukrainian cities Tuesday, the
authorities said, setting buil:
dings and cars on fire. Ul;ﬁaj
ne does not report succe
strikes on military sites. vt
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South Sudan Army recapt
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JUBA, Apr 22 (IANS)

THE SouthSudan People’s Defence Forces (SSPDF) hasregained
control of Nasir town in Upper Nile State, which it lost follow-
ing intense fighting with the White Army militia since March.
SSPDF Spokesperson Lul Ruai Koang confirmed on Sunday in
a statement that the recapturing of the key town of Nasiris the
greatest gift for servicemen who paid the ultimate price dur-
ing its defence and recapture, Xinhua news agency reported.
In March, intense fighting broke out in the strategic town of
Nasir between the South Sudan army and the White Army, a
militia the government claims to be linked to the Opposition
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-in-Opposition.
SSPDF’s latest announcement came days after the military
claimed control of the headquarters of neighbouring Ulang
County following a week-long battle with the White Army.
Earlier in April the United Nations relief agency called for a
rapid de-escalation to ensure the protection of civilians and
unimpeded humanitarianaccess after fightingin SouthSudan's
Upper Nile State killed more than 180 people since March.
UN Humanitarian Coordinator for South Sudan Anita Kiki
Gbeho said in a statement issued in Juba, the capital of South
Sudan, that armed clashes and aerial bombardments have
injured over 250 people and displaced an estimated 125,000.
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New Delhi: PM Narendra Mo-
di cut short his two-day visit to
Saudi Arabia and returned to
Indialate in thenightafter finis-

- hing his official engagements

with Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman (MbS), following
the Pahalgam terrorattack. Mo-
di was originally scheduled to
return on Wednesday night but
was back in India early mor-
ning. He also skipped the offici-
‘al dinner hosted by the de facto P,
ruler of the country, '

>Why Riyadhisthenew  SaudiCro
hub of giobal diplomacy, P14  durin

Modi’s mmtwithMbSb&- thvictims.1
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