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Chess Vs Checkers:
In Beijing’s Court
Chidanand Rajghatta

Washington: Pride and proj.
udice stand in the way of Chi.
haand the US making the fipst
move to break the trade and
tarifl’ stand-off that is start|-
ng to strangle global commer.
ce. The White House is saying
the ball is in China’s court to
milialemlksandﬂeumgisd&
mianding “respect” to kickst-
art negotiations as the two si-
desslid further Intoaswampy
stalemate, threatening to take
the world down with them.
“Chinaneeds tomakea de-
al with us, We don't have to
make a deal with them," WH
press secretary Karoline Lea-
vitt said Tuesday reading wh-
at shesaid was a statement by
Trump. The statement came
as both US and China began
courtingtrading partnersand
blocs, with many nations, in-
cluding India, Japan, and Vi-
etnam, cauahtmmamm;:-
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Crutin
reports that some of thg :g;ﬁ
Was manufactured in China
and transshipped via India to
getaround the high tarify,
here are also questions
about tariffs on'Chinese col-
ponents in the phones asgen:
bled in India. It appears Presi-
dent Trump may have inter-
vened directly to help Apple
fly out the iPhone consign-
ments considering he publi-
cly said “I helped Tim Cook,
recently, and that whole busi-
ness” withoutconclusively id-
entifying what he helped him
with. Staving of ashortageor
doubling of price of a high-
profile item like iPhone would
have made headlines, but the
firstuptick in prices arealvea-
dy starting to show up.
Althoughthere arenosign
of any shortages yet from
what is virtually ablockade of
Chinese-made goods  with
high taxes, some sellers have
begun tagging a “Trump ta-
riff " tothefinal price. Dame, a
sexual wellness company that
sells adult toys, added what it
explicitly called a 85 “Trump
Lariff surcharge" toall its ma-
de-in-China produets. Its CEO
Alexandra Fine said “the int-
ention,., was to remind people
that thisisan extra taxon us.1
wanted people to understand
... that it's because of political
decisions that weremade."
Meanwhile, Trump, despi-
te saying he had no problem
with politicians from China
and Vietnam meeting this we-
¢k, complained that they were
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China names new trade envoy amid tariff war

C hina on Wednesday unexpectedly appointed a new trade
negotiator keyin any talks to resolve the escalating tariffwar
with the US, replacing veteran trade tsar Wang Shouwen with s
envoy to World Trade Organisation. Li
58,aformerassistant commerce minister during
| the firstadministration of US President Trump,
takes over from Wang, 59. Wang, who participated
intalks for the 2020 trade deal between the
world's two largest economies, was regarded as a
tough negotiator and had clashed with Us
officials in previous meetings, said asource. Analysts said the
appointment of Liis seen as anindication by China to initiate
dialogue with Trump administration. “There might be another
style of negotiations. Li Chenggangisan open-minded person and
supports free trade,” an analystsaid. Trump earlier called on
Chinato reach out to him to resolve the trade war. Agencies

At 5.4%, China’s Q1
GDP growth beats
estimates but tariff
shock looms large

Beijing: China'sfirst-quarter
econamic growth outstripped
expectations, underpinned by
solid consumption and in-
dustrial output, but analysts
fear momentum could shift
sharply loweras US tariffs po-
sethebiggestrisk to the Asian
powerhousein decades.

US President Donald Tr-
ump has ratcheted up tariffs
on Chinese goods to eve-wate-
ring levels, prompting Be-
ijingtoslapretaliatory duties
on US imports that have rai-
sed the stakes for the world’s
two biggest economies and
rattled markets, Data showed
China's GDP grew 54% in
Jan-March gnarter froma ye
ar earlier; unchanged from
the fourth quarter, but sur-
passed analysts’ i
inapollforariseof 5.1%,

Growth momentum is ex-
pected to cool sharply in the
next few quarters, however,
as tariff shock hits the cruci-
al export engine, heaping
pressure on China to roll ont
more support measures to ke-
ep the world’s second-largest
economy on an even keel,

China’s premier Li Qiang
said this week exparters will
havetocopewith “profound”
external changes, and vowed
to support more domestic
consumption. reuters
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probably figuring out how to
“serew” the US, even hisadmi-
nistration’s claim that 70 co-
untries have lined up to sign
trade deals with Washington
has so farmpmduced zilch l:g
way of formal agreemen|

There is now a hintof despera-

tion to produce something,
withthe US president announ-
cing that he himself wil] take
partintalks witha visiting Ja.
trade minister “Japan is ¢o-
ming in today to negotiate ta.
riffs, the cost of military syp.
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visit Indi

NEW DELHI, Apr |

US Vice President JD Vance and
his wife Usha, the first Indian-
American Second Lady, are set
o visil
India ear-
ly next
week that
will see
him hold
talks with
Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

The USVice President will trav-
to Italy this week and then to
India, a spokesperson of Vance
told CBS News.

The Vances are expected to
bring their three young children
-- Ewan, Vivek, and Mirabel -- to
India and the family is expected
to travel to Jaipur and Agra

US Vice President
Vance, his wifeto

ext week

besides visiting New Delhi.

The US Vice President is trav-
elling to India against the back-
drop of Trump’s policy on tariffs
that triggered massive trade dis-
ruptions and fears of a global
economic recession.

Days after his reciprocal tariff
kicked in this month, Trump
announced a 90-day pause on it
onall countries, except China as
countriesaroundtheworld wilt-
ed under the impact of the seis-
mic action.

US National Security Adviser
Michael Waltz had also planned
to visit India early next week but
the triphasbeen postponed, peo-
ple familiar with the mattersaid.
Vance’s visit is likely to be more
ofaprivate tripthoughitwill have
official components, the people
cited above said.



AIZAWL, Apr 16 (PTI)

A SEVEN-MEMBER
egation will leave for
April 24 to engage in o
discussions with Assam to resolve
the long-standing boundary dis-
pute between the two north-east-
ern states, a senior official said on
Wednesday.

Thedelegation willbe headedby
HomeSecretaryVanlalmawia, while
the Assam team is likely to be led
by a principal secretary or secre-
tary of the neighbouring state's
Border Protection and
Development Department, he said.

The meeting is scheduled to be
held in Guwahati on April 25.

The official said the meetingwill
focus on preparing and finalising
thegroundworkand modalities for
the next round of ministerial-lev-
el talks.

It will also deal with technicali-
ties related to the border issue, he
said. The last and fourth round of

-level talks was held in
1 on August 9 last year.

In the meeting, which was
attended by Mizoram Home
Minister K Sapdanga and Assam’s
Border Protection and
Development Minister Atul Bora,
the delegations agreed to contin-
ue to observe conditions agreed in
the previous parleys, including
maintaining peacealongtheinter-
state border.

The two States had also agreed
to hold the next round of ministe-
rial-level meeting in Guwahati
before March 31 this year, which,
however, did not happen.

Meanwhile, Sapdanga on
Wednesday chaired a meeting of
the Mizoram boundary commit-
tee ahead of forthcoming official-
level talks. It reviewed necessary
documentsto betabled during the
April 25 talks.

Sapdanga said the State
Government’s top priority is Lo
ensure that Mizoram's border is

secure, He also said “massive
efforts” are underway to ensure
that Mizoram does not loseits ter-
ritory. Three Mizoram districts -
Aizawl, Kolasib and Mamit - share
a 164.6-km border with Assam’s
Cachar, Karimganj and Hailakandi
districts.

The decades-old border dispute
mainly stemmed [rom two con-
flicting colonial-era demarcations
- one from 1875 under the Bengal
Eastern Frontier Regulation (BEFR)
and another from 1933.

Mizoram claims that 509 square
miles of the Inner Line Reserved
Forest (ILRF) delineated in 1875
under the BEFR asiits legitimate area
or boundary.

In contrast, Assam asserts the
border defined by a 1933 map pre-
paredby the SurveyofIndiain 1933
as its constitutional boundary. As
aresult, both Stateslayclaim to over-
lapping areas, with no ground

demarcation conducted till date,
officials said.



