China’s exportsjumped 12.4%

and impor
pushed

BANGKOK, Apr 14 (AP)

CHINA'S exports jumped 12.4% in
March from a year earlier as com-
panies rushed to beat increases in
US tariffs imposed by US President
Donald Trump, the Government said
on Monday.

Imports fell 4.3%, the customs
administration reported.

It said exports from the world’s
second largest economy rose 5.8%
in the first three months of the year

ell as Trump
tariffs higher

from a year earlier while imports
sank 7%. China’s trade surplus with
the United States was $27.6 billion
in March as its exports rose 4.5%. It
logged a surplus of$76.6 billion with
the USinthe first quarter of theyear.
China is facing 145% tariffs on
most exports to the United States as
of the most recent revisions in
Trump's trade policies.
However, the biggest increases in
exports were Lo China’s Southeast
(Contd on Page 5)




Jaishankar discusses
regional devpt W|th

Oman Foreign

NEW DELHI, Apr 14 (ANI)

EXTERNA inister S
Jaishankarheld a telephonic con-
versation with

iSter

and Iran had concluded “indi-
rect” negotiations in Muscat,
Oman, and agreed to hold fur-
ther talks next week.

the  Foreign
Minister of
Oman, Badr
Albusaidi and
shared the
details of the
conversationin

The discus-
sions, mediated
by Oman,
aimed o
address  key
issues between
the two coun-

a post on X on

Sunday. In a S Jaishankar

(ries.
The talks were

Badr Albusaidi described as

post on X, the
EAM said that thetwo leaders dis-
cussed the regional develop-
ments taking place.

The EAM wrote on X,
“Appreciate the telecon with FM
@badralbusaidi of Oman today.
Discussedrecentregional devel-
opments.” Previously, Al Jazeera
reported that the United States

being conduct-
edina“constructiveatmosphere
and based on mutual respect.”

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi and US Special Envoy
SteveWitkoffledtheirrespective
delegations, with OmaniForeign
Minister Badr bin Hamad al-
Busaidiacting as chief mediator,
as per Al Jazeera.



I nes President \v odvmyr
Zedensky for the war inUkraine
amid Questions about w hich si-
de I3 responsible for the failure
0 achieve the ceasefire Trump
has promised to deliver

Trump made the remarks
Monday as he was answering a
reporters question about Uk
raine’s request to purchase ad-
ditional Patriot missiles for its
resistance to the war that star-
ted with Russia's fullscale in-
vasion of its neighbour in 2022

“He's always looking to pur-
chase missiles,” Trump said of
Zelensky while meeting with El
Salvador's President Nayib Bu-
kele in the Oval Office. “Listen
when you start a war, you know
that you can win the war, right?
Youdon't starta war against so-
mebody that’s 20 times your si-
re and then hope that people gi-
Ve you some missiles. ™

Trump subsequently broa-
dened his critique toassert that
the deaths from the war were
the responsibility of threemen,
;ﬁing Russian President Put-

and Trump’s predecessor
Joe Biden. “Let’s say Putin No.
1. but let’s say Biden, who had
no idea what the hell he was do-
ng No. 2, and Zelenskx™ Tr-
umpsaid “AndallIcandoistry
and stop it." Trump's comme-
nts came after Ukraine said mo-
re than two dozen people were
killed and scores injured after
Russian missiles struck the ci-

ALL | CAN DO IS TRY & STOP WAR'

ty of Sumy in the country’s
northeast on Sunday morning.
The latest criticism of Ze-
lensky came days after Trump
said ina postthat “Russia hasto
get moving” to achieve a cease-
fire. Trump’s new commentsal-
so followed a meeting between
US envoy Steve Witkoff and Pu-
tin todiscuss ending the war.
Asked about the attack on
Sumy Trump ﬂgd“nmmng
rible. And I'was told they made

Biden's war I'm just trying to
get it stopped so that we can sa-
vealotof lives.” Trump also sa-
id that Biden had enabled the
war by not allowing more ener-
gy development in the US. “All
you had to do is lower oil price-
s.” Trumpsaid. “If you lowered
oil prices — Biden kept the pri-
ces so high he made it
impossibletoget " BLOOMBERG -

Semiconductor tariffs
coming, may be this
week; hints US prez

!_"} resident Trump has signalled
that he will announce further
tariffs this week on semiconduc-
tors. The move would raise the
costofimporting chips, which
area vital component in electro-
nics, cars, toys and other goods.
Speaking Sunday night from Air
Force One, the president said
tariffs on electronics would “be
announced very soon,” but su-
ggested there might be room for
exemptions. “I'ma very flexible
person...,” Trump said on Mond-
ay, whenasked about possible
exemptions. He added he had
spoken to Apple CEO Tim Cook
and “helped™ him recently. vt

El Salvador prez says
he won’t return man
mistakenly deported

EtSaIvador's President Nayib
Bukele on Monday said he
would not return a man who the
Trump govt admits was mistake-
nly deported to the Central Amer-
ican country as part of US migr-
ation crackdown. “How can | re-
tum him to the US? It's like, | smu-
ggle himinto the US2... 1don't
have the power to return him to

with President Trump in Oval
Office. The Trump govt has been
ordered by a court to facilitate
the return of Kilmar Abrego
Garcia, a Salvadoran living in
Maryland, after he was deported
without due process. arpaar
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B In tariff war, Ching

plays rare earth ¢

Elements
To Tech, From
EVs To Missiles

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tnn

Washington: Dysprosium
and Neodymium sound like
the names of cough syrups,
perhaps. In fact, they are two
rare earth elements from
group 17 in the periodic table
that are critical for a range

» EDIT: Chuckling Chinese

of technologies, from missi-
les to wind turbines to EVs,

and they made a splash Mon- -

day after China, which hasa
90% hold on the field, su-
spended all exports.
The move, one of the
cards held by Beijing in theta-
nﬂ‘warlmmchedbyUs sent

> Nobody’s ‘getting off
the hook’ for unfair trade
balances, ‘especially not
China’, says Trump

> ‘He's always looking to
purchase missiles,’ Trump
says of President Zelensky,

continuing to blame him for
the war in Ukraine

> El Salvador president
says won't return man who
was wrongly deported from

White House has momentari- :
ly relaxed tariffing some elec- :
tronic imports. Even though
the US has gradually dialled :
down rare earths unport
from China from 80% in 2017 :
toaround 70% now, its import :
from other countries also in- :
volve Chinese processing.

pContinuedon P 13



