








Bangladesh Election Commissioner
vows to remain neutral in ons

DHAKA, Feb 10 (IANS)

CHIEF Electign CommigsiOner (CEC) of Bangladesh, AMM Nasir
Uddin, has sd ommission does not intend to support
or oppose any political party and vowed to remain neutral,
local media reported.

“We, in the Commission, do not want to engage in politics.
We do not want to stand for or against any political party,” he
said, adding, “We want to remain neutral.” He made these
remarks whileaddressing theannual general meetingand prize
distribution ceremony of the Reporters Forum for Election
and Democracy (RFED) at Nirbachan Bhaban in the capital
on Sunday, reports the country’s
leading newspaper, ‘The Daily
Star.’

Nasir Uddin also stated that
political control overthe Election
Commission was the main reason
i behind criticism of its role.

“This is the biggest reason why

[ the Election Commissionhas been

- subjected to political control.

< Theremay be hundreds of reasons,

but I believe political control over the EC is the most signifi-
cant factor,” he said.

The CEC reaffirmed the commission’s commitment to con-
duct elections in a free, fair and credible manner.

The statement gives a glimmer of hope for the restoration
of democracy in a conflict-ridden Bangladesh. The uncere-
monious exit of Sheikh Hasina by a major political coup was
a setback to democracy.

The mass violence in Bangladesh had not only dealt a blow
to its fragile democracy but also undermined the potential of
being a secular state. Bangladesh is set for elections in late
2025 or early 2026, which is being seen as the only viable solu-
tion to the existing crisis in the country.
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IAF’s Tejas & Su-30, Americ
F-35, Russian Su-57 dom
Ist flying display at
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World's most advanced Sm-geneﬁtion stealth ﬁgher lane Russi
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a's Su-57 and

America's F-35, parked at the same bay at Aero India show in Bengaluru on Monday

Chethan.Kumar@timesofindia.com

i Bengaluru: Thefirstflyingdisplay at
: this edition of Aero India was dom-
: inated by fighter jets — IAF’s Tejas
:  and Su-30, the American F-35, and the
i Russian Su-57. With IAF’s Sarang not
! performing, Surya Kiran Aerobatic
: Team (Skat) garnered the most ap-
: plauseastheloneaerobaticteamhere.
: While Tejas, Su-30, Jaguar, 1JT,
: and Rafale participated in the offi-

cial flypast along with helicopters
(Mi-17 and LUH) and Skat, the inau-
gural flying display only saw Tejas
and Su-30 among the fighters.
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- The flypast began with paraglid-
A team %

nied an AN-32 transport aircraft,
which were followed by LCA-MK1A
in “Yodha” formation, two Hawks
and MiG-29s along with a P8l air-
craftin “Varuna” formation,andthe
big C-130 accompanied by two C-295
aircraft in “Saathi” formation.
Theflypast ended with five Jaguar
aircraft in “Arjun” formation, an Air-
borne Early Warning and Control
System Embraer aircraft flanked by

two Su-30 fighters, a Rafale with Su-30
and, finally, three Su-30 fighters in-

“Trishul” formation.

Skat, Su-57, and F-35 rule the skies
off by







