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Forecasts To
Get Trickier
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T a Nina conditions in

{ the Pacific Ocean that
L . generally favour good
meoensoon rains in India have
ended, the US govt agencies
declared late Thursday, with
the world'slargestoceanlike-
Iy to stay in ‘neutral’ phase
tillwinter. This could be good
news for India’s monsoon, as
it reduces the probability of
drought or excess rainfall
in the season, but it’s also
likely to make monsoon fore-
Adding to the difficulty
of forecasters, conditions in
the Indian Ocean too are
likely to be ‘neutral’ till at

least Aug, as per the latest

Australian weather bureau

update. Along with the Pacif-  th

ic, surface temperatures in
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» Conditions in Pacific

utral till at least Aug. A

Ocean likely to be neutral positive temperature dipole
till winter. boosts monsoon
of LaNina, » This reduces probability
good monsoon of drought or excess
returning by Sept monsoon this year
> Indian Ocean » It also makes
conditions too monsoon forecasting
expected to be much more tricky
the Indian Ocean play a ma- ' od, orthe months immediately

jor role in India’s monsoon,
with the ocean’s ‘positive’
phase—when waters in west-
ern Indian Ocean are warm-
er than those in the east —
generally boosting rains.
For the Pacific, the US’s
Climate Prediction Center
said in a release that there
was more than a 50% chance
that neutral conditions will
stay till Sept. Its probabﬂity

preceding or following it,
won't have presence of either
~El Nino or La Nina. These two
opposite Pacific Ocean condi-
tions are seen as most impor-
tant among large scale weath-
er features that determine

how much rain India gets

durmgmedune-Septperiod_
“When Pacific Ocean con-

‘._.ditions are neutral. all scena- -

e ram

van, veteran meteomlogls"
and former secretary of the
Union earth sciencesministry.

During neutral condi-
tions in the Pacific, also
known as ENSO neutral
phase, surface water temper-
atures in the ocean’s eastern
and central equatorial re-
gions areneither abnormally
warm (El Nino conditions,

which weaken Indian mon- -

soon) nor too cool (La Nina).
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While this is said to be the
ocean’s natural state, neutral :

years aren’t thatcommon.
“Monsoon is more diffi-
cult to predict under such
conditions. Forecasters have
to be more careful and look
closely into factors such as
the state of the Atlantic
Ocean. Internal dynamies
can also play a role,” said
Rajeevan, who is also IMD’s
former monsoon forecaster
As per the first monsoon

forecast this year, made by
- private agency Skymet, total

monsoon rainfall in India is

. likely to be 103% of the long
- period average, at the higher

end of ﬂlenormalrange.
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Hyderabad: The rapidlzes- |~
calating trade tensions 5

tween the US and China pro-
pelled gold past the $3,200/
ounce mark for the first time

onFndayThlslnturnalso’-'

pushed thepriceof the yellow
metal in the domestic market
a step closer to the psycholog-

ically important Rs 11akh/10-. -
gram mark, to Rs 96,000 by -

Friday evening, a new all-
time peak. .

The recent surge in the
yellow metal in the global and

local markets came on the

back of a sharp drop after the
US president Donald Trump
escalated the tariff war with

‘most of th.ecountrystradingi_u

Gold prlces at record

ossed ?96 000 mark, a fresh peak
| Why the surge ;
~The recent recouery n,tgold prlces was
driven by renewed demand for safe haven _
following Trump’s erratic remarkson G
| tariffs, that led to a huge sell-off in global
“equity and bond markets, weakened
the dollar, and raised fears of a global
i recessmn —Analpt. HDFc Securllies

market it had d1pped below
the$3,000mark.

Comex in the US, gold prices

the do]lar and raised fears of
_ a global recession, said Sau-
InFriday’s m1d-sess1on on-:- _-
‘commodities, HDFC "Securi-
~ties. “Thesharpfall in the dol-
lar indexbelow the100level al-

“had hit a new all-time high at
' $3,262. The recent recovery in
gold pr1 es was driven

ven - he said. Dollar index is a
- weighted average price of the
L. dollar against eight major
Yy currencies. Earlier this year
d ithadrunupto1096

mil Gandhi, senior analyst -

so lifted traders’ sentiment,”
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Modi expected to host Vances for
meal; veep’s visit said to be prlvate

»Continued fromP 1
ommerce and industry
minister Piyush Goyal

said that there wasalot
of interest among trading
partners to step up bilateral
trade ties. The comments
came amid confirmation
that key members of Trump
team — Vice-President J D

India not encouraging FDI from China: Goyal
Indlado&lnotlntenﬁtoeneounmmmrncmna,mm
and industry minister Piyush Goyal said Friday, indicating New
Delhi'sintentions of not easing overseas investment curbsimpo-
sed on the neighbouring country in2020. FDlapplications from
countries sharing land borders, such asChina, have to manda-
torily seek govt approval for all sectors. This policy was issued in
April 2020. “As of now, there’s hardly any FDI from China... It was
thesame 25 ago when it(FDI) was open (from China), not
toomuch Chinese investment has come to India. Nor are we
encouraging any significant investment coming in from China at

all. Atthe moment, that s the policy,” Goyal said. The remarks
assume:

as certain quarters are of the view that the
rule needs to be eased to attract technology and capital. sm

wife Usha was planned afew  Agra and Jaipur. Waltz, who  Donald Trump for Quad sum-

weeks ago, his arrival, like! willtraveltoIndiaaroundthe  mit that India willhost. Dates

onApril2l, hastakenonadif- same time to participate in for the summit will be final-

ferent dimension, India.US Forum organised isedafterelections in Austra. trade agree-

Trump’s tariff offensive. In- by Ananta Centre, is expect-  lianext month. m&(BI‘A)w‘lﬂ:dteUStos&— what they want toachieve.

dia would expect Vance, edtohold talkswith NSA Ajit Goyal sald there have tlethecontentious tariff issue. “We are trying to, in each

though he is himself a tariff  Doval and foreign minister S  been 8 high-level delegation ~ Speaking at Global Technolo-  case, get theother side to speed

warrior, to smoothen the JaishankarHe'salsolikelyto visifs to India over the last gy Summit, the minister said  itup. This was normally acom-

wﬂnkhswhiehmbehold callon PMModi. two years, “India is well-posi- Trump administration had which was made about

Secretary of state Marco tioned to engage in bilateral lost no time in responding to  usin the past, that wewere the

E ihemct Rubio and secretary of de- partnerships with countries the proposal for a trade pact  guysslowingitdown,” hesaid,

" edtohost Vanceand hisfam-  fence Pete Hegseth are also  that value reciprocity trust, with adﬂing it's the other way

ilyfor a meal, his visitissaid expected to travel to India in  andfair play."hesaid, dismis- Jais spoke about around now as India commu-

to be mainly private in na- the next few months before suggestions of any pres- the tariff war be- nicates urgency to the USUK

ture. He's expema to vhlt thn-blg.\rls_l_t by US President  sureto close the deals. tween USand China, andneed  and BU for trade deals.
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~theisland in Feb, after a rise

~in sea cable malfunctions
‘alarmed Taiwan officials
amidtensionswithChhm.
Prosecutors say the man
was Wang, captain of the
- Chinese-crewed Hong Tai 58,
registered in Togo, which Ta-
- iwanese authorities detal-
- ;‘nedaftarsmpmﬂnsﬂwshlp




Beijing RﬂlSESWIﬁSOI’IUSTOﬂS%, MAGAHardImrs Pres
MMMMWM&_ |

Chidanand Rajghatta [ Tny

‘Washington: The United Sta-
tesand China arebarrelling to-
wards a complete breakdown
of bilateral ties as the tit-for-tat
tariff war escalated on Friday
Beijing increased levies on
American imports. to 125%,
from 84%, in response to Was-
hkgmnhlldngmsmaﬂne-
se imports to 145%. virtually
decimating the $600 billion an-
nual trade between them.
Beyond that, MAGA hard-
liners are pressing for steps
that will destroy ties. Among
them: delisting Chinese com-
paniesfrom USstock exchang-
confiscating

3,00000 Chinese students in
the US, as part of a full-scale
economic war to bring a defi-
ant Beijing toits knees.
Alleging that Chinese stu-
dents are spying on America,
one US lawmaker has proposed
legislative action to end stu-
dent visas for Chinese natio-

mmmmrmmmmmm

Black Is seen on a large screen in a commercial area in Beifing. China said
on Thursday it would immediately restrict imports of Hollywood films in
retaliation for Trump's escalation of US tariffs on imported Chinese goods

Tesla halts new orders for 2 US models in China

Teslahasstnppedmepﬂ ng new orders in China for two car mod-
els thatitimports froma factory inthe US, after the Chinese govt
imposed steep tariffs on American imports. OnFriday, Tesla’s webs-
itein China removed the “order”button from the Model S sedan and
Model X sport utility vehicle, Customers still have the option of purc-
hasing one of those models, produced atits Fremont, California,
factory,if the company has existing inventory. Tesladid not explain
why customers could no longer order those models, but the change
camea day after China raised its import tariffs on US goods. Tesla
didnotimmediately respond to an email for comment. vt

former Trump aide.

Ashley Moody said on Friday.
MAGAhmﬂHna’swhnha-

The growing resentment
China inMAGA circles

comesevenas Beljing tookade- ng i

wo believe in the president’s pro-

mise of manufacturing manna

g for America, and the
Wnﬂd!l!ltisnmh'lgalw
ickly" Tﬂ“'l‘lpmstaiunhisso-
cial media platform first thing
Friday

ticismof hisapproach from ma-
ny US analysts whosay his tox-
ic taunts and threats to many

ting todisengage from the US.
The rise in long-term bond
‘vields and drop in the dollar
may show investors turning
away from the US as the best
place to invest, Minneapolis
Fed president Neel Kashkari, a
KashmirtAmerican who is a
former assistant secretary of
treasury, said on Friday. “Nor-
mally, when you see big tariff
Increases, I would have expec-
ted the dollar to go up. The fact

- that the dollar is going down at

‘the same time, I think, lendsso-
memorecredibility tothestory
investor preferences shif-

Xi: No winners in
trade wars, China
& EU must oppose

tariff bullying

Presidemminmtﬂdsnah

PM on Friday that Chinaand

the EUmust join together indef-
and oppos-

no. games as a joke
As'l'rumps:.nddeﬂlsfltlﬂ!l-lw'ﬂms
tariffson other

punishment
Inlﬁalrrmmretallmmnaut
back with new tariffs on Friday,
although indicated that
this would be the lasttime it
matched the US. “Evenif the US
‘continues toimpose even higher
tariffs, it would no longer have
any economic significanceand
would godown asa joke inthe
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