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Rajnath praises Indian Navy
after Karwar naval base visit

N By Kunal Dutt
KARWAR, Apr 6 (PTI)

DEFENCE Minister Rajnath
Singh lauded the Indian Navy for
its exceptional commitment to
ensuring maritime security and
engaging with Indian Ocean
Region (IOR) nationson Sunday,
a day after he flagged off 10S
SAGAR from the strategically
located Karwar base in
Karnataka.

In a post on X, Singh shared a
video encapsulating the critical
engagements, including the first
phase ofthe Naval Commanders’
Conference 2025, hetookpartin,
during his visit to the naval base
for few hours on Saturday.

“A Day at Karwar Naval Base!
On the occasion of the National
Maritime Day, on 05 Apr 25, Thad
the privilege of witnessing a
truly remarkable milestone for
India, the #IndianNavy, and the

Indian Ocean Region (IOR),” he
said X.

Singh flagged off the Indian
OceanShip SAGAR (Security And
Growth for All in the Region), or
I0S SAGAR, and inaugurated sev-
eralinfrastructureprojects worth
nearly Rs 2,000 crore at the key
naval base, developed as part of
the Indian Navy's Project
‘Seabird”.

In his address, the Defence
Minister termed the launch a
reflection of India’s commitment
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Lo peace, prosperity, and collec-
tive maritime security.

“Along with other stakehold-
ers, Indian Navy is ensuring
peace and prosperity in the
region,” Singh said, and assert-
ed that India’s effort is to make
the Indian Ocean region “more
peacelul and prosperous.”

He said India’s growing pres-
ence in IOR does not only bol-
ster its national interests, but
also enhances the security of
friendly nations.
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RAMESWARAM, Apr 6 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Narendmg Modi

tical lift sea bridge and fla
off train service linkin
Rameswaram island to the rest
ofthe country. Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin skipped the
event.

Modi flagged offa Coast Guard
ship that sailed under thebridge
and also laid foundation stone
for and dedicated to the nation
various rail and road projects
totally worth over Rs 8,300 crore.

. He batted for imparting
medical education in Tamil
mediumto helpthe poorandsaid
the State got 11 new medical col-
leges in recent years.

Modi said efforts were on 1o
take Tamil language, heritage Lo
all comners of the world. Earlier,
the Prime Minister prayed at the
Ramanathaswamy temple here.

Lauding the hard work of Tamil
Nadu’s fisheries community, he

weed parks, fishing harbors, and
landing centres.

Referring to several projects
he said work is progressing rap-
idly as regards the country’s first
bullet train, while modern trains
like Vande Bharat, Amrit Bharat,
and Namo Bharatare making the
rail network more advanced.

Against the background of

India’s
first vertical
lift sea

In his address, Modi said the
day marked the auspicious occa-
sion of Ram Navami and that
Lord Ram’s good governance is
the foundation for nation build-
ing. Healsooutlined the connect
Tamil Nadu had to Lord Ram by
quoting Sangam eraliterature, On
the fishermen issue vis-a-vis Sri
Lanka, he said over the past
decade, more than 3,700 fisher-
men have been brought back
from Sri Lanka, including over
600 in the past year alone.

While Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin skipped the
eventand upped the ante on the

said that overthe past five years,
Tamil Nadu has received sub-
stantial funds under the PM
Matsya Sampada Yojana, stress-
ing the Government's efforts to
provide modern facilities for fish-
ermen, including investments
worth hundreds ofcrores in sea-

DMK regime crying foul over
fund allocation to the State, Modi
said over the past decade, the
Central Government has allo-
cated three times more funds for
TamilNadu'sdevelopment com-
pared to the period before 2014.

(Contd on page 5)

Regularly receive letters from TN leaders
but none of them is signed in Tamil; PM

' CHENNAI, Apr 6 (IANS)
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Pvt Sector's Calls
For Relaxations

© Siharthadtimesofindia.com
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- New Delhi: Govtis unlikely to
© ease investment checks on
: Chinese firms amid calls to re-
 view FDI norms as it remaing
- wary of flows from across the

. border Trump's tariffs have

| madeitevenmorealert to thre-
! ltd‘axhuom some of

‘Hands off* protesu agn!nst Trump across us c!tles | INSIDE JACI(E‘I’

Steel to Jaguars, Tatas assess US tariff hit

r ] “ata Group Isassessing costs across businesses post US tariffs,

WhileJLR has haltedshipmentstothe US, Tata Steel UK isne-
gotlating new arrangements. Chairman N Chandrasekaran po-
Inted to these challenges at Tata Group CEQOs' Dubai conclave. P11

the Chinese hostility in La-
dakh led to a ban on several
apps and govt procurement
curbs, The clamour for easing
norms has increased in the
last few days with many com-

llllllllllllllllllllllllll L R T T

mentators arguing thatan alli-
ance with China, especially
for tech, will help India weat-
hsrtheu'islsbetben

> Continued on P 11

production to blunt the impact
of Trump’s higher tariffs on :

China and Vietnam, are likely

0 increasingly ship madein- :

India produects to the US. The :
companies are urgently add- -
»>EDIT: Who'll Grab Appie Pie
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NEW DELHL Apr 6 (AN])

PRESIDENT Droupadi Murmu
on Sunday emplaned [
statevisit to Portugal and Slovakia
from April 7-10.

She is visiting Portugal at the
invitation of President of
Portugal, Marcelo Rebelo de
Sousa, The visit is taking place
alteragap of 27 years, asthe last
State Visit took place in 1998
when President K R Narayanan
visited Partugal.

While from 9-10 April,
President Droupadi Murmu will
visit the Slovakia at the invita-
tion of the Slovakia President
Peter Pellegrini. Itwill be the first
visit by the President of India to
Slovakia in 29 years,

Shatringthe postonX, Ministry
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President Droupadi Murmu waves as she emplanes for a state visit

to Portugal and the Slovak Republic, in New Delhi.

PT)

ofExternal Affairs spokesperson
wrote, “President Droupadi
Murmu @rashtrapatibhvn
emplanes on State visits lo
Portugal and the Slovak Republic.

These are the first State visits (o
either country by the President
of India in more than 25 years.”

*The visits will furtherexpand
Indias multifaceted engagement

with twoimportant EU partners,”
the post added. Speaking Lo
media during the special brief-
ing, Tanmay Lal Secretary (West)
MEA, called the visits “twoimpor-
tant landmark visits."

Sharing the details of the vis-
it to Portugal, Secretary Lal said
that the visit becomeshistoricas
itcomes whenIndiaand Portugal
are marking 50 years of the diplo-
matic relationsand this visitwill
“take forward the friendship and
partnership.”

“It is also 27 years since the
lastvisitby a President fromIndia
to Portugal. So it's a very sym-
bolic and landmark visit. The
President will be traveling to
Portugal at the invitation of
President Marcelo Rebelo de
Sousa of Portugal”, he said.

{Hay state visitto Porfugal, Slovakia









