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Singh Gives In
After Meeting

With HM, Nadda

mesofindia.com

: Guwahati: Manipur CM N ;.

ren Singh'’s defiance of repea-

: ted resignation calls over his

haqdling of the ethnic conflict
raging there since May 2023

: ended Sunday when he put in

his papers on eve of the assem-

bly’s budget session, anda pos-

b

TSI unexpected and undesirapie , AT

-~ assembly sessio

of his party legislators

among those doing the rounds

? ers, Biren
Wanted to avoid no-trust motion planned
by Cong as he wasn't confident of support

> However, his exit appeared imminent since
A KBhalla's appointment as guv last Dec
WHO'LL BE CM? Name of ex-speaker
Y Khemchand, a vocal critic of Biren,

It has.been an honour to
_ serve people of Manipur.
I'm grateful to Centre for
timely actions, interventions,

Mounting public pressure, -
SC investigation and no-trust
motion by Congress have forced

3 : a reckoning, But most urgent
sale "&.mfhm%?l%ﬁgg Cong- | Jevelopmental work...for : priority is to restore peace...
ress against the BJP-led govt. safeguarding interests of every | PM must visit Manipur at once
FULL COVERAGE: P 9,10 single Manipuri —siren sinaH : ~RAHUL GANDHI
Governor A K Bhalla ac- bly session stands “null and  ster Amit Shah on Sunday —
cepted Biren’sresignationand  void” with immediate effect. BJP chief J P Nadda was also

i asked him to continue “till al-

ternative arrangements”. La-
te Sunday, the governor’s se-

cretariat notified that its Jan

i order summoning the assem-

The buzz around his resig-
nation grew after Biren flew to
Delhi, his second trip in a we-
ek, late Saturday. After a leng-

thy meeting with home mini-

present — he returned to Imp-
hal along with BJP's Northe-
ast coordinator Sambit Patra.

»Continued on P 18

alternative govt
doesn’t emerge

Prezruleiely if

(“'entre Is open to exploring :
»all palitical alternatives in :
!‘.he Wwakeof Biren Singh’sexit,
including giving opportunity
to another state BJP leader to :
stake claim to the CM’s post, :
sources said. The last option, :
in the event of no alternative :
govt formation working out, :
would be imposition of Presi- :
dent’s rule, report Bharti Ja- :

in & Akhilesh Singh.

Singh’s ouster was driven :

' bytheassessmentthathisown :

support among MLAs had :
dwindled. With Singh out, :
Centre hopes that Kuki repre- :
sentatives willbeopen totalks
for sorting out issues creating
mistrust between their com- :

munity and the Meiteis. P9
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New Delhi: The
where India’s Chan aan 3
spacecraft touched the surface

: of moon’s south pole in 2023 is
: about 3.7 billion years old, ac-
cording to Indian scientists.
. Using high-resolution remote
- sensing datasets, a team of sci-
. entists, including from Isro’s
- electro optics systems lab in
- Bengaluru, physical research
- 1ab in Ahmedabad, and Panjab
~ University in Chandigarh,
mapped the Chandrayaan-3
moon landing site, also known
as ‘Shiv Shakti’ point (located
at 69.37°S, 32.32°E), reports
ﬂurendrasingh.
“The geological map re-

veals the spatial distribution

of threedistinct terrain types

within the landing area that |

—

includes high- relief rugged
terrain and smooth plains
and  low-relief smooth
plains,” said the team in a pa-
per, published in Science Di-
rectjournal. “The crater size-
frequency distribution based
best-fit ages of these distinct
geological units are estimat-
edtobe3.7Ga(billion years),”
the study said. |

“It dates back to the same
era when the earliest micro-
scopic life forms began
emerging on Earth,” said sci-
entlstsinanartlcle published
in Nature. Offering new in-
sightsintomoon’s history, the
geological map of the landing
site reveals that debris from

‘nearby Schomberger crater
coversthearea.

—m







81 Naxals Killed
In Ops In Just
6 Weeks 0f 2025

‘Rashmi.Drolia
@timesofindia.com

Raipur: At least 31 Maoist
insurgents and two security
_personnel were killed Sun-
day inafierce gunfight in the
dense forests of Chhattis-
garh’s Bastar region, one of
thelast Naxalstrongholds in
the country. The operation is
ongoing and officials expect
the Maoist death toll torise.
This is the second- largest
Maoist casualty count in a
single security strike, after 38
guerrillas were gunned down
mNarayanpur sThulthuh on
Oct 31ast year: Since 2024, mo-
re than 280 Maoists have been
killed in Bastar. The number
of Maoistskilled this year has
risen to 81 in just six weeks.
Major operations include the
killing of 16 Naxal fighters in

Union home minister
Amit Shah praised the securi-
ty forces for the successful
operation, “The nation will al-
ways be indebted to these he-
roes.... I once again reaffirm

> Intel reported presence of

a large group of Maoists and

‘senior commanders’ in the

jungles of Bijapur district’s

Indravati National Park

» Big contingent of more WA

than ﬁluuﬂtypersonnd Security DQISFJIIHLI t]i-( bodies of
_launched a coordinated Naxals to district HQ in Bijapur

operation from multiple. > A large cache of weapons.

directionstohemin | seized from Maoists,

insurgents in jungles including AK-47s, SLRs, INSAS

> Toll expected to rise and .303 rifles, barrel grenade

as encounter still on launchers and explosives
GariabandonJan2landeight that by March 31, 2026, we will
in Gangaloor on Feb2. Securi- - eradicate Naxalism from the
ty forces have alsofaced fatali-  rootsof this countrysothatno
ties.On Jan 6, eight constables  citizen loses their life due to
and a driver werekilled when  it,” hesaid. Thegunfighterup-
Maoists targeted their vehicle ted early Sunday after a con-
with an IED weighing nearly - tingent of over 650 security

. 70kg in Bijapur. personnel launched a coordi-

nated operation from multi-
- pledirections to hem in insur-
gents in the jungles of Bija-
pur’sIndravati National Park.

> Related report, P 18
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’ I -}M Narendra Modi wiy

visit the UUS on Feh 19,
[ A 13 at the invitation of
President Donald Trump
This will be the first megt.
ing between the two leaders
after Trump assumed offjop
for his second term. Modj
will be the fourth glohg)
leader to visit the US sinca
Trump's inauguration .

I On the
To build on the Strong.
/ India-US Global Compre.
hensive Strategic Partner
ship and set an ambitioys
agenda for a mutually
beneficial and trusted rela-
tionship across all sectors,
Focus likely on enhancing
cooperation in trade, nu-
clear energy, defence, criti-
| r.e]] and emerging technoln.
gles, counter-terrorism
and Indo-Pacific.
Also on the agenda are
differences over trade or
what Trump calls need for
fair trade, illegal migration
and visa delays. India will
seek Trump’s cooperation
in carrying forward recent
landmark initiatives like
iCET and IMEEC, baoth
launched under the Biden
administration. Even as
Trump threatens to slap
higher taritfs on India and
others, the Modi govt will
hope to restart discussions
for a mini, if not compre-
hensive, trade deal that can
restore India’s benefits un-
der the GSP that were re-
voked in 2019, while allow-
ing the US greater market
access. Meeting with busi-
ness leaders, talks with
Elon Musk not ruled out.

S&T and Space

© The Science and Tech-
nology Cooperation
Agreement was renewed
in Sept 2019 for 10 years
0_1!91‘?11 and Nasa are de-
veloping a microwave
remote sensing satellite
for earth observation:

‘Set For

. BT .

Tl
l‘l

--= Tl
N

ke,

S

Al ..\"\
.

"N Bilateral Ties
O India and the US launched
& ‘strategic partnership’
in 2005
© India-US'ties were elevat-
ed to Comprehensive Global
Strategic Partnership dur
ing Trump’s visit to India in
Feh 2020 '

O During the first Trump ad-
ministration, the Indo-Pacific
region gained significant at-
tention as a key strategic area
in US foreign policy
© In concert with Japan,
Australia, the US and India
reinvigorated the Guadri-

lateral Dialogue. Trump ad-

ministration took the lead in
promoting Quad from a sen-
ior-official level dialogue to

‘.. : - ;ﬁa * -* j. . .
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OThe US is one of the
largest trading part
ners of India with
overall bilateral trade
in goods and services
of $190 billion in
2023. India has a
trade surplus of over
$36 billion

US was the third larg-

A
A

— Lank:
14 fr
tota

ydi Visit

Madura

fisherm:

cated the

PREVI in their
VIOUS INTERACTIONS raising

O Modl visited US in June | menint
2017 and hosted Trump for a | e
atale visit in Feb 20720 T{l::?;'ﬂ
© The two leadars have also e be!
spoken on the phone twice s
since Nov 2024 (Nov 6, 2024, ek
and Jan 27, 2025) iy m.
| vy said

O In early engagement with | Shm;;!
the new administration, | '.nng th
foreign minister § Jals- | E r ;
hankar represented the PM t{mB'
at Trump's inauguration. | m:::
During the visit, Jaishankar \ mest
met secretary of state Marco di cot
Rubio. and participated in 'I-I'EI;J'[:

the Quad foreign ministers' |

: . WHsT
meeting in Jan

ce

ﬂ Energy Partnership

O The US is India’s sixth larg- | e'd

est energy trade partner and | '

India’s hydrocarbon | trade \

with the US was $13.6 billion in | Che

7] Educationand Cutural |
Cooperation dia

oIndia, USsignedthe firstever | B
‘Cultural Property Agreement’ |
in 2024 to prevent and curb the |
illicit trafficking of antiqui- l
ties. US has returned 578 antig- I
uities to India since 2016

O US is one of the most fa- |
voured destinations for Indian
students for higher education

Bl Defence Cooperation |

nz2o e &

a ministerial-level dialogue. : : o <
Under the Biden administra- | est source of FDlinto | © In_ciia-Ub. r;!efer‘me coopera- |
tion, Quad was elevated toa = India with inflows of | tion is based on ‘New Frame- R
leaders summit almost $5 billion work for India-US Defence Co- | 4
o = =< operation' which was renewed | ¢
< W for 10 years in 2015 >
ternational = 3 O In 2018, the defence rela- %
Space Sta- | \ tionship was designated |
tion, who as a Major Defence Part- |
' 13 ! nership ‘
i:fltiy ﬁ \ve == | 0 The apex dialogue -
ing trained ; f @ /' mechanism is the 2+2 ¢
in the US W ¥ R ™ 7 ministerial dialogue. It pro- |
| o India and US =T vides guidance on political, |
have strong coOp- militg{}' gmd siragfgtsgaissi:lgs . 1
critical and | ©O India 15 one C :
:rm&;irgﬁsm technologies, " rr'tillltatr{IS exercise partners F
for the ] .
28 mﬂﬁﬂ © India has contracted for more I
{CET) was lsunched by | than Wmﬁlﬂﬁ"%m'iu rigis de | ¢
Washington | o £ C-1900, €17 and Apachie |
- W k| s B Bk e






The Offshore Future
of Indian Aircraft

India is _bfli_lding_ its indigenous defence equipment manufacturing
capabilities. Aircraft undertaking multiple roles is one of them.
Some of these may even serve in foreign colours

97

LIGHT COMBAT
AIRCRAFT(LCA)
TEJAS
An order for
97 Tejas Mk-14A
fighters, warth
267,000 crore; Is
in progress.

45

LIGHT COMBAT
HELICOPTER {LCH).
The LCH eurrently
features 45 per

cent indigenous
Content by value:

defence manufacturing capabilities, aim-

ing to reduce dependence on imports and
establish itself as a global supplier of military
equipment. This push for self-reliance spans
across land, air, and naval platforms, with a
particular focus on developing advanced
combat aircraft and helicopters.

A significant aspect of this effort is the cre-
ation of multi-role aircraft that can serve in
diverse operational scenarios, from air supe-
riority missions to ground support and naval
operations. Notably, some of these domesti-
cally developed aircraft may even be export-
ed, reflecting India’s growing footprint in the
global defence market.

This ambition is exemplified by the devel-
opment of a slew of homegrown fighter jets
designed to enhance the Indian Air Force's
(IAF) fleet while also presenting an attrac-
tive option for international buyers.
Furthermore, the integration of cut-

I ndia is steadily advancing its indigenous

The program for a multi-
initiated years ago, reflect: e in 0

LIGHTWEIGHT FIGHTER
The push to accelerate the production of a light
combat aircraft is gaining momentum, with key
suppliers ensuring timely engine deliveries
that are crucial for completing the aircraft. Sig-
nificant advancements have been made in the
aircraft’s design, including the successful inte-
gration of advanced electronic warfare systems
and sophisticated radar technologies. Testingis
underway for an indigenous air-to-air missile,
marking an important milestone as prepara-
tions are made for deliveries to the air force.
The aircraft is part of a contract covering
multiple units, including both fighter and
trainer variants. The initial batch is anticipated
soon, as the manufacturer works to fulfil com-
mitments despite previous delays. Additional-
Iy, plans for further acquisitions of thisaircraft
type are in progress.

& COMBAT CHOPPER

* Designed for a wide range of operations, these

helicopters can target enemy air defences,
engage slow-moving and remotely piloted air-
craft, nentralise high-altitude bunkers, con-
duct counter-insurgency missions in various
environments, and provide yital support to
ground forces. Their versatility makes them
invaluable assets in modern warfare, capable of
operating effectively in diverse terrains and
under challenging conditions.

Equipped with advanced avionics and weap-
on systems, these combat choppers can con-
duct precision strikes while maintaining a low
radar profile to evade detection. Features sm'mh
as enhanced situational awareness, targeting
systems, and advanced weaponry, including
guided missiles and machine guns, ensure that
they can engage threats swiftly and efficiently.

MULTI-ROLE UTILITY. e
The advanced light helicopter is np._mdxg_eunuﬂ-
ly developed twin-engine utility a:!'crvaft
designed for multi-role and muiu-mlssw;;
capabilities. Its developm_ent began se\rl;r ]
decades ago with initial assistance from n&g::
eign partner. The helicopter has s1_|:u:ef unbdth
gone rigorous testing and nll!rt:tﬂl:ﬂtlun or
military and civilian operations.

" Available in multiple variants, this heli-

: ds
i e operational necds.
copter serves diverse op e helicopter Was

ting a commitment
to developing indi genous ¢
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