Budget Session ends with over 102
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Opposition members protest in the Lok Sabha during the Budget
Session of Parliament in New Delhi on Friday. (PT1)

Punches and counterpunch-
es between the ruling BJP-led
NDA and Opposition INDIA
bloc, which showed signs of
common purpose during as the
session drew 1o a close, ran
through the sitting that saw
more than 100 per cent pro-
ductivityinboth Lok Sabhaand
Rajya Sabha.

(Conid on page 3)

NEW DELHI, Apr 4 (PT1)

PARLIAMENT'S nod to theWaq[
(Amendment) Bill rendering it
the Government’s most conse-
quential piece of legislation in
its third term, and the political
heatit generatedinside and out-
side the legislature defined the
second half of the Budgel
Sessionwhich ended on Friday.
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Waqf Bill: Jawed, Owaisi move SC

NEW DELHI, Apr 4 (PT1)

CONGRESS MP Mohammad
Jawed and AIMIM President
Asaduddin Owaisi on Friday
challenged the validity of the
Wagl (Amendment) Bill, 2025
in the Supreme Court, saying
it violated the constitutional
provisions,

Jawed's plea alleged the bill
imposed “arbitrary restrictions”
on Wagl properties and their
management, undermining
the religious autonomy of the
Muslim community.

The petition, filed through
advocate AnasTanwir, said the
proposed law discriminated
against the Muslim communi-

ty by“imposing restrictions that
are not present in the gover-
nanceolotherreligious endow-
ments”,

The bill was passed in the
RajyaSabhawith 128members
voling in favour and 95 oppos-
ing it. It was passed in the Lok
Sabha early April 3 with 288
memberssupportingit and 232
against it.

Jawed, a Lok Sabha MP from
Kishanganj in Bihar, was a
member of the Joint
Parliamentary Committee on
the bill and has alleged in his
plea that the bill “introduces
restrictions on the creation of
Wagls based on the duration

(Contd on page 3)




China slaps 34 pe
on US goods |

HEBy KJ M Varma
BELING, Apr 4 (PTI)

CHINA on Friday slapped a 34
per cent additional tariff on
imports from the US in a tit-
for-tat response to President
Donald Trump’s move to impose
asimilarlevyon Chinese goods.
Beijing also announced
export controls on certain rare
earth metals, aiming to hit
American defence, computer,
and smartphone industries.
The tariffs on all products
imported from the US will be
imposed from April 10, the
Customs Tariff Commission of
the State Council announced

y.The announcement fol-
ows the US decision to impose
“reciprocal tariffs” on Chinese
exports toAmerica, amove that
the commission said does not
conform to international trade
rules. It also seriously under-
mines China’s legitimate rights
and interests, and represents a
typical act of unilateral bully-
ing, the state-run Xinhua news
agency reported.

Beijing filed a lawsuit with
the World Trade Organisation
after the US slapped “recipro-
cal tariffs” on trading partners,
the report said.

“By imposing the so-called
‘reciprocal tariffs,’ the USgrave-

nt tariff

-for-tat move

lyviolated WTO rules, serious-
ly undermined the legitimate
rights and interests of WTO
members, and seriously dam-
aged the rules-based multilat-
eral trading system and the
international economic and
trade order,” a spokesperson
from the Commerce Ministry
here said.

“Itisa typicalunilateral prac-
tice of bullying that jeopardis-
es thestability of the global eco-
nomic and trade order, and
Chinais firmly opposedto this,”
the spokesperson said, urging
the US to immediately correct
its wrongdoings and cancel its
unilateral tariff measures.



Yoon Suk Yeol rem

SEOUL, Apr 4 (AP)

SOUTH Koreas Co
Court unanimoygf
Yoon SukYeol frot office Friday,
ending his tumultuous presi-
dency and settingup a new elec-
tion, four months after he threw
the nation into turmoil with an
ill-fated declaration of martial
law. The verdict capped a dra-
maltic fall for Yoon, a former star
prosecutor who became
Presidentin2022, just ayearafter
he entered politics.

In anationally televised hear-
ing, the court’sactingchiefMoon
Hyung-baesaid the eight-mem-
ber bench found Yoon's actions
were unconstitutional and had
a grave impact.

“By declaring martial law in
breach of the Constitution and
other laws, the delfendant
broughtback the historyofabus-

ing state emergency decrees,
shocked the people and caused
confusion in the society, econo-
my, politics, diplomacy and all
other areas,” Moon said.

“Given thenegativeimpacton
constitutionalorder caused bythe
defendant’sviolation oflaws and
its ripple effects are grave, we
find that the benefits of uphold-
ing the constitution by dismiss-
ing the defendant far outweigh
the national losses from the dis-
missal of the president,” the jus-
tice concluded.



President Murmu on state visits to

NEW DELHL, Apr 4 (ANI)

PRESIDENT Droupadi Murmu
will be on state visits to Portugal
andSlovakia from April 7-10, the
Ministry of External Alfairs said
in a special briefing on Friday.

President Murmu will visit
Portugal from 7-8 April at the
invitation of President of
Portugal, Marcelo Rebelo de
Sousa. The visil is taking place
afteragapol 27 years, as thelast
state visil ook place in 1998
when President K R Narayanan
visited Portugal.

While from 9-10  April,
President Droupadi Murmu will
visit the Slovakia at the invita-
tion of the Slovakia President
Peter Pellegrini. It will be the first
visit by the President of India to

Slovakia in 29 years,

Speaking to media during the
special briefing, Tanmay Lal
Secrelary (West) MEA, called
the visits "two important lag
mark visits”,

Sharing the details of the vis-
it to Portugal, Secretary Lal said
thatthevisithecomes historic as
itcomes when Indiaand Portugal
aremarking 50 years ol the diplo-
miaticrelations and this visit will
“take forwand the friendship and
partership.” “Itis also 27 vears
since the last visit by a President
from India to Portugal. So it's a
verysymbolicand landmarkvis-
it. The President will be travel-
ing to Portugal at the invitation
of President Marcelo Rebelo de
Sousa of Portugal”, he said.

Secretary Lal highlighted that

The
visit becomes
historic as it
comes when India
and Portugal are
‘marking 50 years
of the diplomatic

relations

the

last few years

show the high level exchange of
visits between Indiaand Portugal
and that shows the degree of
high-level engagement that is
ongoing between the two coun-
tries. Noting the events in which
President Murmu will engage
in Portugal, he highlighted that
she will hold delegation-level

talks with her counterpart,
President Sousa.

“The President (Sousa) will
also hostabanquet dinner inher
honour. The President will meet
Prime Minister Luis Montenegro.
She will also meet the Speaker
of the Parliament of Portugal,
Jose Pedro Aguiar Branco. The
Mayur of Lishon will also hosta
special event in her honour.
President will also meel mem-
bers of the Indian community in
Portugalandshe islikely tomeet
some Indian researchers from
various universities and aca-
demic institutions”, he said.

Elaborating the details of the
visit to Slovak Republic, Secretary
(West), Tanmay Lal said, “The
state visit of President is a his-
toric visit. It is nearly three

al, Slovakia from 7-10; MEA

decades, since the last President
visit to Slovakia from India. This
is only the second ever state vis-
itfrom India to Slovakia. In recent
years, there hasbeenlotof polit-
ical engagement at a very high
level.” He highlighted that the
visit comes 30 years after the
establishment of the Indian
embassy in Bratislava, which was
done in 19495,

"With Slovakia also, there is a
strong political momentum; at
thesame time, business engage-
ment is going... There is signili-
cant Indian investmeni in
Slovakia in a range of sectors
from automobiles 1o engineer-
ing to IT. Slovakian businesses
arealsoinvesiinginindia, invery
diverse fields- manufacturing
steel, IT hardware, railways”.



DRDO successfully fllght
tests surface to air

NEW DELHI, Apr 4 (ANI)

THE Defencey Research

Development sation
(DRDO) conductéd four suc-
cessful flight tests of the Army

version of Medium Range Surface
to Air Missile (MRSAM) from Dr
AP] Abdul Kalam Island off the
coast of Odisha on April 3 and 4,
as per an official statement.

The four operational flight tri-
als were carried outagainst high-
speedaerial targets.The missiles
intercepted theaerial targets and
destroyed them, registering
direct hits.

Four trials were carried out to
intercept four targets at long
range, shortrangesand highand
low altitudes, proving the oper-
ational capability, the statement
said.

Four trials were carried out by
the IndianArmyfrom Easternand
Southern commands under
DRDO guidance. These trials

proven the operational
apabllll} of both Army
Commands and paved the way
for the liberalisation of weapon
systems in two Regiments, the
statement added.

The MRSAM is a surface-to-
Air Missile developed jointly by
the DRDO and Israel Aerospace
Industries (IAl), Israel for use by
the Indian Army. The MRSAM
Army weapon system compris-
es multi-function radar, com-
mand post, mobilelaunchersys-
tem and other vehicles.

The flight tests were carried out
with the weapon systeminoper-
ational condition. The perform-
ance of the weapon system was
validated through the flight data
captured by range instruments
like radars and electro-optical
tracking systems deployed by
[TR, Chandipur. The flight tests
were carried out in the presence
of senior officials from DRDO
and the Indian Army.



US GOVT REVISES TAE
downwards fron

NEW DELHL, Apr 4 (PTI)

THE United States |
downwards the import dutiesto
beimposedonIndia from27 per
cent to 26 per cent, according to
a White House document.

These duties will come into
force from April 9.

While announcing the recip-
rocal tariffs against different
countries on Wednesday, US
President Donald Trump held up
achart thatshowed the tariffs that
countries such as India, China,
the UK, and the European Union
will now have to pay.

The chartindicated that India
charged 52 per cent tariffs,
including currency manipula-
tion and trade barriers, and

\ =)
President Donald Trump holds
up the $5 million gold card in

flight on board Air Force One
en-route to Miami. (AP/PTI)
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Americawould nowcharge India
a discounted reciprocal tariff of
26 per cent. Earlier, the White
House documents showed a 27
per cent duty on India.
However, as per the latest
updates, it has been revised

downwardsto26percent. When
asked, industry expertssaid one
per cent would not have much
of an impacL

From 2021-22 to 2023-24, the
US was India’s largest trading
partner. The US accounts for
about 18 per cent of India’s total
goods exports, 6.22 per cent in
imports, and 10.73 per cent in
bilateral trade. With America,
Indiahada trade surplus(thedif-
ference between imports and
exports) of USD 35.32 billion in
goods in 2023-24.



B By Sagar Kulkami
BANGHOK, Ape 4 (PT1

IN HIS first meeting with
Bungladesti's Chiel Advisor
MubhammadYumus Friday, Prime
Minister Naverdra Modi Nagged
Indin's concerns over the safety
of minorities, including Hindus,
and conveved that any rhetomic
that vitiated the environment
was best avolded.

Trhuring the 40-mimie meet-
ing that ook place on the

PM Modi asks
Bangladesh's Chief
Advisor to investigate
thoroughly all cases
of atrocities against
minorities

sidelines of the Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral and
lechnicdl Cooperation (BIM-
STEC) suminit here, Maodi also
underseored India's support for
a democratic, stable, peacelul,
progressive  und  Inclusive
Hangladesh,

Al the meeting, Yunus also
Ragped the issues of the extra-

Ensure safety of minorities,

Prime Minister Narendra Mod| meets Bangladesh Chief Advisor

Muhammad Yunus on the sidelines of tha 6th BIMSTEC Summit

in Bangkok, Thailand on Friday.

(PMO via PTI)

dition of deposed Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
und border killings.

This was the first meeting
between Modi and Yunus since
Hagina's ouster in Algust lasi
yeilr, External Affairs Mindster §
Jaishankar and Nationdl Security
Advisor Ajit Doval we e also pres-
ent during the mesting.

The Prime Minister told Yunus
that thestrictenfbreementof the
lnwand prevention ofillegal bor-
dercrossings, especiallyut night,
are necessary for malntaining

border security and stabilin
"Bangladesh has made o for-
mul request regarding Sheikh
Hasina, It will not be proper for
me tosay anything more on this
matter,” Forelgn  Secretary
Vikram Misritold reporters here,
“Met Mr Muhammad Yunus,
Chiel Advisur of the interim
Government of Hangladesh,
India remakng commitied w a
construciiveand people-centric
relativnship with Bangladesh,"
Modi said in o post on X
(Corncel e page 32

PM MODI'S 21-POINT ACTION PLAN
to boost ties in BIMSTEC nations

BANGEOK, Agr 4 (FTT)

PRIME Minister Narend i Modi
on Friday proposed 02 1- point
action plan that includes link-
inge Lrakiat's LIPTwith the payment
systems of BIMSTEC nations
and setting up # RAIMSTEC
Chamber of Commerce (o
strength en engagement among
the grouping’s members,
Addressing the sixth BIM-
STEC Summit here, the Prime

Mindster sald the grouping s
an important forum to further
glabal good.
“Iisimperative we strength
en il and deepen our engage-
went, In this context, | pro-
posed a 21-point Action Plan
eovering different aspects of
our cooperation.” Modi posi-
ed oo X The netion plan olso
includes HODHI or BIMSIEC
Tor Organiséd Development of
(Comitel on page 3)

Hindus in Desh: Modi to Yunus

Modi offers more
help to Myanmar

Prime Minister Modi with
Senlar General Min Aung
Hialng of Myanmar. (PTI)

BANGKOK, Apr 4 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi  on  Friday  told
Myanmar's top leader that
India is ready 10 offer more
help to the country after the
recent  earthguake and
pushid for'credible and inchi-
sive elections’ 1o resolve the

eonflict there,
Modi met Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing, the head of
(Contd an page 3)



MUMBAL Aprd (PTI)

ACTOR-FILMMAKER Mano|
Kumar, who personified the
angst and aspirations of an
evolving ‘Bharat’ in films such
s Upkar”, “PurabAur Paschim”
and "Roti, Kapda Aur Makaan',
diedina Mumbaibospital ear-
Iv on Friday. He was 87,

The actor, who came 1o be
knownas'Bhamt Kumar forhis
rodes in useries of patrionc i ms,
hail been uiling fora while and
died of age related issoes at the
Kokilaben Ambani Hospital
around 3.30 am.

& 15 out of his misery now,”
the filmmaker's son Kunal told
P11, adding that his father had

harat, no more

in the late 1960s and 19705, will

take place on Saturday ad

Mumbai's Pawan Hans crema-
o,

been  batiling
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and wife Shaghi.

thelast few vears. ‘BHARAT' KUMAR Tributes lor
Eumar, wha on page 6 thestar, whoalso

had retreated
into a guieter life behind the
arelightsfor the lastmany years,
was in and out of hospital, He
wis most recently admitied for
pmeiimonia, his son said.

The last rites of the actor
whoseilms ruled the box office

mude o mark as
A romantic actor in a range of
films, including "Himalaya Ki
God Mein” and "Patthar Ke
Sansum’, pouredin from all guar-
ters. “The iconic charmeters of
national heroes, larmers and
(Contd on page d)




