Xi calls for ‘ELEPHA

BEDING, Apr | (PTI)

IN A message marking 75th
anniversary of their bilateral rela-
tions, Chinese President Xi
Jinping on Tuesday stressed an
partnership between India and
Chinafor"mutual achievement”
and the need to do the “dragon-
elephant tango” to serve their
fundamental interests.

Apart from President Xi's mes-
sage to hiscounterpart Droupadi
Murmu, Chinese Premier Li
Qiang and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi too exchanged
congratulatorymessages tomark
the occasion, the Chinese Foreign
Ministry announced here.
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agency reported.
The develop-
ment  comes
amid the efforts
to resel the ties
afteroverfouryears
of freeze due to the
eastern Ladakh military
standofl. President Xj, in his mes-
sage 10 Murmu, said China and
India, bothancient civilisations,
major developingcountriesand
importantmembers ofthe Global
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bilateral
relations

South, are al a critical stage of
their respective modernisation
efforts.
“Thedevelopmentof
China-Indiarelations
demonstrates that
itis theright choice
China and
India to be part-
ners of mutual
achievement and
realise the
‘dragon elephant tan-
go," which fully serves the
fundamental interesis of both
countries and their peoples,”
Xinhua said.
Xicalled on both sidesto view
and handle bilateral relations

RAGON TANGO’

froma strategic height and long-
term perspective, seek a way,
which  features  peacelul
coexistence, mutual trust, mutu-
al benefit and common devel-
opment, forneighbouring major
countries to get along with each
other, and jointly promoteamul-
ti-polar world and greater
democracyininternationalrela-
tions.

Forher part, Murmu said India
and China are two major neigh-
boring countries that are home
to one-third of the world's pop-
ulation, noting that astable, pre-
dictable and [riendly bilateral
relationship will benefit both
countries and the world.



India, China made promising

beginnings; rebuilding tie

on 3-fold formul

NEW DELHL Apr 1 (PTI)

INDIA and China have made
“promising” beginnings to repair
their ties in the last five months
and a“durablebase” for rebuild-
ing the relations depends on a
threefold formula of mutual
respect, mutual sensitivity and
mutual interest, Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri said on
Tuesday.

As two large neighbours in an
importantpartoftheworld, asta-
ble bilateral relationshipbetween
India and China would con-
tribute to humanity as a whole,
he said.

The Foreign Secretary was
speaking at an event hosted by
the Chinese embassy on the
occasionoftheestablishment of
the 75th anniversary of diplo-

eign Secy

maticrelationsbetween the two
countries.

It was for the first time that a
high-level Indian official attend-
edan eventhosted bythe Chinese
embassy since the ties between
the two neighbours came under
severe strain following a clash at
GalwanValley in eastern Ladakh
in June 2020. At the event, Misri
said, “The path forward may be
a difficult one, but it is the one
that we are prepared to walk and
it is on the basis of these steps
thatwehavealreadytakenin the
last five months that we have
seen promising beginnings,
which we should turn into tan-
gible benefitfor the people ofour
two countries.”

“This will make today’s cele-
bration even more meaningful
for the future,” he said.



NEW DELHI, Apr | (PTI)

THE Lok Sabha will take up the
contentiousWagf (Amendment)
Bill for discussion and passage
on Wednesday, setting the stage
for a showdown between a gov-
ernment determined to push it
through and an opposition unit-
ed in condemning the proposed
law as unconstitutional.

RajyaSabhaisexpectedtotake
it up on Thursday, with the two
Houses allocated eight hours
each for debating the proposed
law.
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Some BJP allies, sources said,
continue to push for more
changesin thebill. Aseniormem-
ber of a BIP ally expressed hope
that the BJP will accommodate
their views, stressing that some

of their concernswereaddressed
by the Joint Committee of
Parliamentwhich scrutinised the
bill.

However, he emphasised that
the NDA will remain united on
the issue. TDP and JD(U), the
two biggest constituents of the
NDA after the BJE issued whips
totheir MPs asking them to sup-
port the government stand.

The Opposition INDIA bloc
also presented a united [ace on
Wednesday as its parties dis-
cussed their joint strategy to
oppose the bill at a meeting in

| e

the Parliament House.

Minorities and Parliamentary
Alfairs Minister Kiren Rijiju told
reporters that the Lok Sabha's

Read Editorial
NAILING THE LIE

on page 8

business advisory committee
(BAC), which includes leaders
from all major parties, chaired
by Speaker Om Birla agreed on
an eight-hour debate, which

(Contd on page 5)



India charges 100% tariff on agri
goods,tlme reci

Will Be ‘Kind’
With Taxes As

Deadline Looms
Chidanand Rajghatta | Tnn

Washington: The Trump Whi-
te House on Monday unloaded
on India’s effort to protect its
agricultural sector ahead of
across-the board-tariff (taxes)
on all imports that it plans to
announce on April 2, elaiming
the US is being ripped off by
restof theworld.

Flashing graphics sho-
wing tariffs unpoaed byivario-

Japan on Ame
have a 100% tari
on American ag
ducts and n

A Feb 13 photo of Trump after he
signed EQ for reciprocal tariffs. On
Tuesday, Trump said he had heard
that India is going to be dropping
its tariffs very substantially. 1 said
why didn't somebody do thisa
long time ago,” he added snippily

he Trump administration said m reviewing roughly

T$9 billion in federal grants and kil m::rsarded toHarvard
University, claiming the school had allowed anti-semitismtorun
unchecked oncampus. The administration said it was examining
about $256 millionin contracts, and an additional $8.7 billion in what
it described as “multivear grant commitments.” The announcement
suggested Harvard had not done enough to curb anti-semitism but

was vague about what it could doto satisfy Trump govt.“ Ina mess-
age tothe Harvard community, Alan Garber, Harvard's president,
said Harvard would work with federal govt “to ensure they have a full
account of the work we have done and actions we will take going
forward.” “If this fundingis stopped, it will halt life-saving researm
and imperilimportantscientific research and innovation.”

that the tariffs heis going toroll
out, ironically in the White Ho-
use Rose Garden, won't be

agricultural work force, Indi- quality of industrial grade

a'staxeson USfarm produceis
also widely seen as an effort to
develop, given itshistorical ex-
perience with famine and
shorlxge ‘basic food security

 en legs despite protests f

American chicken — grown at
corporate broiler farms — but
is believed to have reluctantly
agreed to make some conces-
sions to allow import of chick-

the poultry sector.

By some accounts, Ameri- |

can farmers receivean average

of $16 billion annually indirect : i
payments through the farm

bill, with total farm support
ﬁnm 2018-2022 reaching a stag-
germg$1l Abillion. I

i DespltetheheavyWhiteHo- I

‘use spin that tariffs will turn
out well for the US and make it )
' evenmore

4 Prosperous,
widespread ' concern across

thereis

America that taxing impﬁrfs
will result in higher prices and
inflation. Some experts have -
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‘Warned of economic havoc, but 5
- the White House is besotted
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Times News Netwo

New Delhi: India and Chile agreed to
start negotiations for a comprehensive
economic partnership agreement, and
to ramp up defence and security cooper-
ation, as Prime Minister Narendra Modi
hosted Chilean President Gabriel Boric
for bilateral talks. India also signed
four agreements with Chile, including
one for cooperation in Antarctica,

Modi described the Latin Ameri-
can country as India’s gateway to Ant-
arctica. “We welcome the expansion
of mutual trade and investment and faf 2\ Ll s
we agree that there is untapped poten-  PM Narendra Modi with Chile’s President
tial for further collaboratlon Today, Gabriel Boric in New Delhi on Tuesday
we have instructed our teams to imti-, | ST
ate discussions on a mutua -
cial Comprehensive E
nership Agreement 7
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~ Govt working on
4-5 US tariff fallout

scenarios for India
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