| Europe, Canada eyeing alternatives
to American-made fighter jets

BERLIN, Mar 19 (AP)

QUESTIONS are nting in Canada and in Europe over
whether big-tCket purchases of high-end US weaponry, such
as the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, are still a wise strategic choice
for Western countries worried about their investment in US
defence technology.

In less than two months, US President Donald Trump has
upended decades of US foreign policy. He has left NATO mem-
bersquestioningwhether the US willhonour thealliance’scom-
mitment to defend each other if other European countries are
attacked by Russia. He's also made repeat overtures to Russia
and suspended most US foreign aid. And Pete Hegseth, Trump’s
Defence Secretary,
lastmonth told agath-
ering of European
defence ministers
“that stark strategic
realities” prevent the
US from being pri-
marily focused on the
security of Europe.

That could impact
foreign sales of the
Lockheed Martin-produced F-35 and other advanced US jets
like the F-16. As the war in Ukraine continues into its fourth
year, it's become clear that Eastern European NATO members
still have vast stores of Soviet-era weapons in their stockpiles
that were not interoperable with Western weaponry. A long-
term plan to get all of NATO on similar platforms - by replac-
ing old Soviet-era jets with Western ones, particularly the F-16
and in some cases, the F-35 - has gained momentum.

Some of the NATO countries are now re-thinking tying their
defence to US-made systems and potentially considering
European jets like the Saab Gripen, Eurofighter Typhoon and
Dassault Rafale instead.




NEW DELHI, Mar 19 (LANS)

INDIA'S exporisof agriculturgl and
processed food products :
recorded a robust 13 per cen
increase to $22.67 billion during
April-Februaryin the current finan-
cial year compared with the same
period of the previous year, reflect-
ing the strong performance of the
farm sector.

Accordingtodatacompiledby the
Directorate General of Commercial
Intelligence and Statistics, rice
exports, includingbasmatiand non-
basmativarieties, jumped by 21 per
centduring the 1 1-month periodto
over $11 billion from $9.32 billion
in the same period last year.

The Government started easing
restrictions on rice exports in
September 2024 on prospects of

bumper crops, around a year afier
they were imposed to check food
inflation in the domestic market
fuelled by local shortages ina poor
MoNSsoon year.

These restrictions have been
removed. This had led to a decline
in exports during 2023-24. Rice
exportsincreased by 13.21 per cent
toS1.19billioninFebruary this year
from $1.05 billion in February last

vear, the latest figures show.
Meanwhile, India's tea exporis
touched a 10-year high at 255 mil-
lion kg in 2024 despite the uncer-
tainties in the global market trig-
gered by geopolitical tensions, data
compiled by the Tea Board of India
shows. The country’s exports shot
up by a robust 10 per cent during
the year from the corresponding
figure of 231.69 million kgs record-

ed in 2023, according to the figures.

The average price of Indian tea
in the export market also went up
by 10 per cent, bringing welcome
relief to the tea industry which had
been hit by inclement weather in
2023,

There was a sharp increase in
shipments to Iraq, accounting for
20 per cent oftea exports, and mer-
chants are expecting to send 40-50
million kg to the West Asian coun-
try this fiscal, he said.

Indian exporters, who entered
several markets of West Asia when
the Sri Lankan crop was low, man-
aged to retain the shipment vol-
umes there, he said.

Indiaexports tea to more than 25
countries with UAE, Iraqg, lran,
Russia, the US and the UK as the
major markets,




NEW DELHI, Mar 19 (ANI)

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar highlighted tl J
ity of there being increased use
of tariffs and sanctions by vari-
ous countries to protect one%s
economic interests, and that
developing International rela-
tionshas“eroded” thelines which
divide the different domains
across countries,

“Tariffs, sanctions, I think,
whether we would like it or not
they are a reality, countries use
them. In fact, if one looks at the
last decade, I would say we have
seenamuch greater weaponiza-
tion of pretty much any kind of
capability or any kind of eco-
nomic activity. It could be finan-
cial flows, it could be energy sup-
plies, it could be technology,”
EAM Jaishankar said, as he was
asked on India’s refusing to use
tariffs and sanctions on other
countries.

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with Moldova's Deputy Prime

Minister and Foreign Affairs Minister Mihail Popsoi during a
meeting, in New Delhi.

(PTI)

ariffs, sanctions

Jaishankar made the remarks
during the panel discussion
“Commissars and Capitalists:
Politics, Business and NewWorld
Order,” during the Raisina dia-
logue held in New Delhi today.
His remarks come amidst the
United States announcing vari-
oustarilfsontheimportofgoods
[rom various countries, includ-
ing from India.

“This is a reality of the world.
You fight for your business,
because youare fighting foryour
employment, you are fighting for
vour comprehensive national
power, ofwhich business makes
avery important contribution,”
Jaishankar said.

Underlining the developing
international relationsacrossthe
globe, he added, “I think today,
the lines dividing different
domains have eroded. Il you see
ininternationalrelations, I think
it'salessrestrained culture today
than it was a decade ago.”
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NEW DELHIL, Mar 19 (ANI)

THE 23rd edition of the India-
France bilateral Naval exercise,
Varuna' commenced on
Wednesday, and will conclude
on March 22, showcasingthe two
nations' commitment to enhane-
ing naval interoperability and
operational synergy.

Two alreralt carriers, 'Chares
De Gaulle' from France and
India's 'Vikrant' along with
destroyers, frigates, Indian scor-
pene class submarines and a
maritime pairol aircraft will be
participating in the exercise,
according to apostby the Indian
Navy. “This year's edition prom-
isesanexhilaratingarray of mar-

Twenty third edition of India - France Bilateral Naval Exercise ‘Varuna' commences.

(ANI)

‘Yaruna’ commences

ilime exercises and complex
manoeuvresacross the sub-sur-
face, surface, and air domains,”
read the Ministry of Defence’s
statement. Varuna 2025 will fea-
wre advanced air defence drills
and fighter exercises, including
maockair-to-aircombat between
the French Rafale-M and Indian
MiG-29K, designed o refine 1ac-
tical and operational capabili-
ties, "Anti-submarine warfare
exercises will provide rigorous
training in underwater domain
awareness, while surface war-
fareoperationswill demonsirate
synchronised manoeuvres and
engagements by the Indian
and French fleets,” read the
statement.



'Facing Dragor
‘Manila turn

- Philippines

. Wants India To
- Join Strategic
Alliance ‘Squad’
' Rajat.Pandit@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Bearing the
brunt of China’s aggressive
expansionist tactics in the
South China Sea, the Philip-
pines now wants Indiato join
' the relatively new ‘Squad’
strategic alliance it has
forged with the US, Australia
and Japan to counter such
threats in the crucial Indo-
Pacificregion.
Pointing to China’s “ille-
-al, coercive and disruptive
ey Zone” tactics to claim
~itory and build militar-
rtificial islands in the
hina Sea region, Phi-
hief of staff of the

o< General Romeo
1id countries
outh Korea
cluded’ in
e !_1i§;
top
mi. .
‘Quac
and Jap
pines got 1o,
maritime sec.
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UTH CHINA SEA: Philippines President
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Ferdinand Marcos Jr with armed forces chief Gen Romeo Brawner Jr

have built a 2.7-km runway,
with air defence and other
missile systems, on Mischief
Reef...Moving forward, it is
our belief that they will take
full control of the South Chi-
na Sea,” Gen Brawner said.
China has been strong-
arming its neighbours in the
South and East China Seasas
well as the Taiwan Strait to
push its territorial claims,
flouting all international
norms. Japan, on its part, is
doubling its defence spend-
ing to improve its current
war-fighting capabilitiesand
prepare for the future, said
Japanese chief of joint staff
Gen Yoshihide Yoshida.
US Indo-Pacific Com-
mnand chief Admiral Samuel
iparo, who also dwelt upon
- prospeet of China forci-
1erveningin Taiwan, in
| ]l countries that
({ers shouldnotbe
force” should
tain a strong

, world's

------

largest Navy of 370 warships
and submarines, now of
course also deploys seven to
eight naval vessels on a per-
manent basis in the Indian
Ocean Region (I0R), includ-
ing dual-purpose research or
spy ships to map ocean-
ographic and other data use-
fulfornavigationand subma-
rineoperations. _

Navy chief Admiral Di-
nesh K Tripathi said India
believed it was its responsib-
ility to ensure IOR remains
peaceful and stable, with un-
hindered passageof trade.“A
Navy that does not deploy
does not deter. So, we have
been deploying far and wide-
..We are quite capable of

" maintaining MDA (mari-
time domain awareness)
the [OR. We areaware of who
is doing what, where and
how,"” he said.

India is “keeping a close
watch” on dual-purpose an
othernaval vessels operating
in the IOR, , Admiral TrF
pathiadded.



Look Very
Healthy: Nasa

Kenneth Chang & Thomas Fuller

hey setoff tospendeight
$ I days at the space sta-
N tion. The trip lasted ni-
: ne months instead. On Tues-
: day, two Nasa astronauts who
: had been in orbit since June,
: Sunita Williams and Butch
: Wilmore, splashed down in
: calm, azure waters off the co-

i > EDIT PAGE: What Suni &
: Others Endure Up There

NASA astronaut Sunita Willlams exul

ts as she safely returns to Earth after

an unexpected 286-day mission aboard ISS, in Florida on Wednesday

ast of the Florida Panhandle,

: concluding a saga that had
: captivated the world for seve-

: ralmonths.

It wasa SpaceX capsule, the
: Crew Dragon, that brought
:  them back from space Tuesday
: The spacecraft detached from
: the space station just after 1am

i Easterntimeandthen travelled

the spacecraft,

back to Earth, slowing from
more than 17,000 mph before de-

. ploying four large parachutes

that gently plopped the space-
craft into the water just before 6
pm. Once the capsule had been
hoisted onto a ship, the door
was opened and the beaming
astronauts were extracted from

After months of weightless-
ness, theirbodies still adjusting
to the pull of gravity, they were
lifted onto gurneys.

“They all looked very he-
althy,” Steve Stich, manager

of Nasa's commercial crew *

program; told media, nvr
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Welcome back
Sunita, Earth

missed you: PM

yresident Droupadi Murmn
|”and PM Mo joined calebei.
ties, 'politicians, scientists and
others on Wed- _ &
nesday tocelebra-
te the return of
Nasa astronaut
Sunita Williams
to earth after ni- g
ne months. “Indi- S :
a's daughter and her fellowast- :
ronauts have inspired everyone
with their perseverance, dedi- :
cationand never-say-diespirit,” :
Murmusaid on X. 3
“Welcome back, #Crewd! :
Earth missed you,” PM Modi
said while pointing out that it
was a test of grit, courageand
theboundless human spiritaf
the astronauts. 5
~“Their unwavering deter- :
mination in thefaceof thevast




W t0 Israeli territory In
,theforeign ministry said
garian Wtumnp, im the

n'srebel-held
ell as their strong'
ainthe country’s
lednesday night.
-Maisrah news




