JAMMU, Feb 7 (IANS)

FIVE Pakistani terrorists were
killed on Friday in a landmine
blast near the Line of Control
(LoC) while trying to infilirate
into Indian territory in Jammu
and Kashmir’s (J&K) Poonchdis-
trict.

Official sources said that the
five Pakistani militants were
killed in the landmine explosion
while attempting to infiltrate
across the LoC in Battal sector
ol Poonch.

They said that the Pakistani
terrorists were attempting to
infiltrate into Indian territory
when one of them stepped onto
a landmine,

Infiltration FRL terror
bid at LoC

one of them stepped onto a landmine

“One of them stepped on a
landmine, triggering a huge
explosion that killed all five ter-
rorists. They were also carrying
an Improvised Explosive Device
(IED) with them, which also
exploded, adding to the dam-
age,” sources said.

The LoC area has been fitted
with landmines by the Indian
Army to prevent infiltration by
theterrorists. Inaddition to night
vision devices, electronic sur-
veillance and human prepared-
ness, the landmines are an

importiant part of the anti-infil-
tration mechanism in J&K.
Usually the area close to the
LoC is called 'no man’s land’
thereby signalling that nobody
should tread on this land.
Security forces and the Indian
Army haveheightened vigilalong
the LoCand thehinterland in J&K
as very less snowfall this season
sofarhasleftallmountainroutes
used by theterroristsopeninthe
UT. Union Home Minister, Amit
Shah chaired a high level secu-
rity meeting on J&K recently.

killed in

ast in Poonch

The Home Minister advised
security forces to ensure “zero
infiltration’ and ‘zero tolerance'
Lo terrorists,

The meeting was held in the
backdrop of the recent murder
of an ex-serviceman, Manzoor
Ahmad Wagay by terrorists in
Kulgam district of the Valley.

The retired soldier's wife and
daughter were injured in the ter-
rorist attack.

Therewasa politicaluproar in
J&K after the ex-serviceman's
killing as local politicians of the
ruling National Conference,
Congress and the Peoples
Democratic Party criticised the
Centre [or claiming normalcy in
the UT.
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Panel For Safaj
Karamcharis
Gets Extension
For Three Years

- Tmes News Nerwork

New Delhi: Cabinet on
day approved the Rs Bp0q

till 2025-26 with focus on in.
dustry-aligned training of
manpower across the coun

It also gave ex-post facto ap-
proval for creation of South
Coast Railway zone, fulfilling
Centre’s assurance as per
Andhra Reorgamsatmn Act.
Briefing  mediapersons
about the Cabinet decisions,
I&B  minister = Ashwini
Vaishnsaw said the revamped
skill programme will now in-
clude three components — Rs
6,000 crore PM Kaushal Vikas
Yojana 4.0 (PMKVY 4.0), Rs
1,942 crore PM National Ap-
prenticeship Promotion

Scheme (PM-NAPS), and Rs

858 crore Jan Shikshan Sans-
than (JSS)scheme.

An official release said
that the approval under-
scores govt's commitment to
building a skilled, future-
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PM Modi with NDA MPs from Bihar on Fdday The MPsanked the PM for

2 host of Budget's provisions aimed at the development of the state

aligned ttmni.ng across the
country. “These initiatives
aim to provide structured
skill development, on-the-job
fraining, and community-
based learning, ensuring
that both urban and rural
populations, including mar-
ginalised communities, have
access to high-quality voca-
tionaleducation,” itsaid.

_ Vaishnaw said PM-NAPS
will cover the service sector
inaddition tomanufacturing.
Govt said the scheme encour-
ages apprenticeship opportu-
nities in prevailing manufac-
turing including emerging’
fields such as Al, robotics,
blockchain, greenenergy,and
mdustwd-ﬁ 9_5"

‘,;;;‘“m.sw

tiatives
markets
trends,” said. The

lishments to engage appren-
tices by providing financial
incentives in the age group of
14-35 years, aiming at ensur-
ing school to work transition

through hands-on experi-

ence. Govt said there are
around 2.8 crore beneficiar-

jes till date under the three

flagships schemes of skill de-
velopment andentrepreneur-
ship ministry.

With regardtothe twooth-
er decisions, Vaishnaw, who

" is also railway minister, said

that a new Rayagada Railway
division under the East Coast
Railway Zone will be estab-
lished and the existing Wal-
tair division will be renamed
;hb.ﬁﬁsakhapatmm Rail-
waymvisinn endinganother
Iegacy
minister said that the
Cahinet also gave the go
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hosps over fraud in
AB-PMJAYscheme

ovthas de-empanelled
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country over fraudinthe
implementation of Ayushman
Bharat - PM Jan Arogya Yojana
(AB-PMJAY) scheme since its
inception, Union health
minister J P Nadda told Lok
Sabha on Friday. Inawritten
response toa Parliament
question, Nadda added that
penalties worthRs 122 crore
havealso beenimposed on
1,504 errant hospitals over
fraudulent practices. tun
He said aNational

Anti-Fraud Unit (NAFU) has
been established which works
inclose coordination with State
Anti-Fraud Units to investigate
and take joint action against
issues related to fraud. ™

tional Commission for Safai
Karamcharis (NCSK) for
three years beyond March 31,
12025 and approved approxi-
- mately Rs 51 crore. “It would

" help in facilitating socio-eco-

nomic upliftment of sanita-
tion workers, improving the
working conditions in the
- sanitation sector and aiming
to achieve zero fatalities
while performing hazardous -
cleaning,” govt said.
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