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India upgrades

ties with

Sachin.Parashar
@timesofindia

| ndia and Maufitius upgra-
. ded their ties to an enhan-
£ ced strategic partnership
as PM Modi held formal talks
with his counterpart, Navin-
chandra Ramgoolam, reaffir-
ming commitment to a free,
open and secure Indian. Qce-
an and pledging full support
for the security of Mauriti-
us’s exclusive economic zone,
including through deploy-
ment of ships and aircraft.
Modi also advanced the
visionof ‘Mahasagar’ (Mutu-

- aland Holistic Advancement

for Security and Growth

Across Regions) for the Glo-

South, 10 years after he
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PM Modi with Mauritian PM
Ramgoolam & President Gokhool

after receiving the highest
civilian honour of Mauritius | P 14

announced India’s ‘Vision :
Sagar’ (Security and Growth
for AllintheRegion)from the :
same strategically located In- :
dian Ocean country that, he
said, connects India tothe wi- :
der Global South. :

»Continued on P 14
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! US pushes Russia to acceptits
~ truce plan ‘unconditionally’
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© | with Ukrainian officials In Jeddah on Twesday, fuusl P o
US secretary of state Marco Rublo said the [ ARG Y |
US would take the jointly signed offer to - o X, _
Russia, and that the ‘ball s in Moscow's -~ “
court”. A look at what they agreed on: (Y4 P v -
CEASEFIRE Mar 2025: Tracking the war WHAT'S NOT THERE?
Ukraine SECURITY GUARANTEES
expresses . Kursk The phrase was absent
finess Kyiv ﬂ & SHSASC A from the joint statement.
to ‘enact an - e It's a key demand of
immediate, Kharkive . Zelensky's that the US
interim UKRAIWE : would provide it with a
"‘l!““ ofire’ Pokrovsk — ‘ commitment to protect it
: ' j el if Russia were to renege on
;#med L : any ceasefire or peace deal
by mutual : WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
agreement The agreement is subject to
of the o = R acceptance gnd gt;nmrrmt
parties et raeEsty implementation by Russia.
M Limit of Ukraine advance Russian militry control Thes's sockl b
SECURITY AID MINERALS The two countries agree to Steve Withkoff plans to visit
. | USlifts pause on conclude as soon as possible a deal for Moscow this week to meet
: | intelligence sharing,  Ukraine's mineral resources. It was thrown Putin. Trump himself said
i | resumes security into limbo after the Trump-Zelensky spatin  that he might speak with
aid to Ukraine the White House on Feb 28 Putin in the coming days
v signalling its open-  cautiouslytothenews of Uk- tarted supplies after Ukraine
Bness 10 a ceasefire, Uk- raine accepting the US-pro- agreed to the truce proposalat
raine has handed the posed truce during Tues- talks in Saudi Arabia on Tues-
: Kremlin a difficult chal- day’s talks in Saudi Arabia, day Secretary of state Marco
: lengeatatimewhentheRus-  saying that it needs to know  Rubio said the United States
. slan military has the upper  detailsof the discussionsbe- was now seeking Moscow's
 handinthewar.ShouldMos-  foreexpressingits view full agreement to the propos-
COW accept atruce and aban- The careful approach re- . al, without attaching any of
don hopes of making new flects Putin’s awareness of its own demands. “That’s
pns, or should it reject the  the risk that a blunt rejec.  what we want to know — jf
offer and risk der, a  tionof theoffer couldupsett they're prepared to do it un-
' entative efforts to normalise  conditionally; Rubiosaid.
Russia-USrelationship, ~ President Donald Trum
op Observerssay that instead  said he hopes Putin
E,L,,; 8 kingthe hopehe’sgoingtohaveacea.

ns  sefire,” Trump told report.
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Trump’s 25% tariffs on all steel,

aluminium imporcs go into effect

WASHINGTON, Mar 12 (AF)

PRESIDENT Donald Trump offi-
cially increased tarifls on all gleel
and aluminium importsto 25% 0
Wednesday, promising thatthe tax-
eswould help create US factory jobs
at atime when his seesawing tar-
iffthreatsarejolting thestock mar-
ket and raising fears of an eco-
nomic slowdown.

Trump removed all exemptions
from his 2018 tariffs on the met-
als, in addition to increasing the
tariffs on aluminium from 10%. His
moves, based off a February direc-
tive, are part of a broader effort to
disrupt and transform global com-
merce.

The US President has separate
tariffs on Canada, Mexico and
China, with plans to also tax
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imports from the European Union,
Brazil and South Korea by charg-
ing “reciprocal” rates starting on
April 2.

The EU announceditsown coun-
termeasures on Wednesday.
European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen said that as
the United States was "applying
tariffs worth 28 billion dollars, we
are responding with countermea-

sures worth 26 billion euros,” or
about $28 billion. Those measures,
which cover not just steel and alu-
minium products, but also textiles,
home appliances and agricultural
goods, are due to take effect on
April 1. Trump twold CEOs in the
Business Roundtable on Tuesday
that the tariffs were causing com-
panies to investinUS Factories. The
8% drop in the S&P500stock index

overthe pastmonthon fears ofdete-
riorating growth appears unlikely
to dissuade him, as Trump argued
that higher tariff rates would be
moreeffectiveat bringing back fac-
lories.

“The higher it goes, the more
likely it is they're going to build,"
Trump told the group. “Thebiggest
win is if they move into our coun-
try and produce jobs. That's a big-
gerwinthan thetariffs themselves,
but thetariffsare going to be throw-
ing offa lot of money to this coun-
try." Trump onTuesday threatened
to put tariffs of 50% on steel and
aluminium from Canada but he
chose to stay with the 25% rate
after the province of Ontario sus-
pended plans to put a surcharge
on electricity sold to Michigan,
Minnesota and New York.
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Chidanand Rajghatta | 1y

! Washington: The
: White House on T\JT;;mp
: flagged New Delhi's tariffs o
i American n, account-
: Ing for a pittance of overall
p's exports, as a contentious
- ¢ issue at a time the World
| Health Organisation hassaid
- i nolevel of alcohol consump-
: mnissaf_eforhealm
i Ignoring India’s lowering
; of duty on American bour-
bon from 150% to 100% just
: before Prime Minister Na-
: rendra Modi’s Feb 13 visit to
: Washington, Trump’s spo-
kes;:arsan Karoline Leavitt
: insisted on Tuesday that In-
i dia’s 150% tariff on Ameri-
: can alcohol is unhelpful,
: evenas the US President was
: outside promoting Tesla,
: which isalsomaking inroads
: into India much to his disap-
: proval of a prospective man-
i ufacturingfacility there.
: “Look at India, 150% tar-
: iff on American alcohol. Do
: youthinkthat's helping Ken-
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licised lowering of tariffs on
bourbon from 150% to 50%,
with an additional tax of
50%, bringingdown the over-
all duty to100%.

Much of the grandstand-
ing appeared to involve do-
mestic politics where Ken-
tucky, the fount of American

 bourbon and a solid red Re-

publican state, has a Demo-
cratic governor who defeat-
ed a Trump-endorsed candi-
date in the 2023 gubernato-
rial elections, '

India is a pitifully small
market in the mini-millions
for American spirits, which
itself accounts for only
around $2.2 billion — of
about $3 trillion overall US
global exports — with Eu-

than is manufactured in
Scotland. Kentucky's Repub-
lican lawmakers eager to ad-
vance the state's economy
and keep It solidly red have

taken note of India’s lower- '

ing of duties on bo
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MoD inks Rs 2,906 cr
contract with BEL for

THE Ministry of Defence (MoD) onWednesday signed a Rs 2,906
crore contract with State-run Bharat Electronics Ltd (BEL) for
procurement of transportable radar (Ashwini) for the Indian Air
Force.

The radar has been indigenously designed and developed by
Electronics and Radar Development Establishmentofthe Defence
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).

Itis capable of tracking
aerial targets from high-
speed flighter aircralt to
slow moving targets such
as unmanned aerial vehi-
cles and helicopters. The
Defence Ministry said
acquisition of the radar
will significantlyenhance
the operational pre-
paredness of the Indian
Air Force.

“As part of the govern-
ment’seffortstostrength-
en indigenous defence
capabilities, the Ministry of Defence has inked a capital acqui-
sition contract with BEL for the procurement of Low-level
Transportable Radar, LLTR (Ashwini) ata cost of Rs 2,906 crore,”
an official readout said. The contract was signed in presence of
Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh.

The LLTR is a radar based on state-of-the-art solid state tech-
nology. “The programme is a major step towards achieving sell-
reliance in defence manufacturing by reducing dependency on
foreign origin equipment manufacturers besides acting as a cal-
alyst for the development of defence industrial ecosystem in the
country,” the readout said.




