


Ambassador K K
Wagan was deported
over “controversial
visa references”

ISLAMABAD, Mar 11 (LANS)

IN A major embarrassment o
Islamabad, the United States
denied entry to a top Pakistani
diplomat anddeported him from
Los Angeles over “controversial
visa references’, local media in
Pakistan reported on Tuesday.
Pakistan’s Ambassador to
Turkmenistan, K K Wagan was
reportedly travelling to Los
Angeles forapersonalvisitwhen
he was stopped by the US immi-
grationauthorities uponarrival.
The US authorities flagged

Ambassador K K Wagan

Wagan over “controversial visa
references”, leadingto hisimme-
diate deportation even though
it remains unclear what specif-
ic concerns triggered this
response from the American
authorities.

The Pakistani Foreign Office
confirmed on Tuesday that their
officer had gone to the US on a
private visit. The Foreign Office

spokesperson said that the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs was
looking into the matter of the
envoy'sdeportation from theUS
and that an investigation was
underway.

“Ambassador K K Wagan was
deported from the US. He had
animmigration objection, which
led to his deportation,” a senior
Pakistani Foreign Ministry offi-
cial was quoted as sayingby the
Pakistani media.

Several reports indicate that
Wagan islikely to be summoned
to Islamabad to explain his side
of the story.

The incident comes amid
reports that US President Donald
Trump wouldsoonimpose a trav-
elban on travellers from Pakistan
toeffectively stop theirentryinto
the country.



" Russia shoots down 337 Ukrainian

MOSCOW, Mar 11 (AP

THE Russian military said its air
defences shot down 337
Ukrainian drones over 10 Russian
regions overnightin what ppears
tobethe biggest Ukrainian drone
attack on Russia in three years,
hours before key Ukraine-US
talks were 1o start on Tuesday.

The anack, which killed one
person and wounded several,
came as a Ukrainian delegation
was o meel with America’s
top diplomat in Saudi Arabia
about ending the three-year war
with Russia. There was no imme-
diate comment from Ukrainian
officials on the attack

The sitg (
outside Moscow, Bussia on Tuesday.
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over 10 regions n a night

The talks in Saudi Arabia reflect
a new diplomatic push after an
unprecedentedargumenterupt-
ed during President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy's February 28 visit o
the White House.

Most of the drones — 126 of
them—wete shot down over the
Kursk region across the border
from Ukraine, parts of which
Kyivsforces control, and 91 were
shot down over the Moscow
region, accordingtoa statement
by Russia’s Defence Ministry.

Other regions listed in the
siatement included Belgorod,
Bryansk and Voronezh on the
border with Ukraine and those
deeper inside Russia, such as

Kaluga, Lipetsk, Nizhny
Novgorod, Oryol and Ryazan.

Moscow  Mayor  Sergei
Sobyaninsaid over 70drones tar-
geted the Russian capital and
were shot down as they were fly-
ing toward it,

The Governor of the Moseow
region surrounding the capital,
Andrei Vorobyov, said that one
person was killed and nine
were wounded in the attack,
whichalso damaged several res-
identiatbuildings and a number
of cars.

Another person was wound-
ed on a highway in the
Lipetsk region, Governor lgor
Artamonov said.



PM: Mauritius is

India to wider

Island Nation To
Confer On PM
Top Award

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: ForIndia, Mauri-
tiusisnotjustapartnercoun-
try but family, connecting In-
diatothe wider Global South,
PM Narendra Modi said on
Tuesday as he invoked Ram,
Ramayan and Ganga Maiya
to emphasise the bond be-
tween the two countries;
Speakingatapublicrecep-
tion, Modi recalled the strug-
gle of indentured labourers
whowereduped by British col-
oniserstoleave their homes in
Biharand travel to Mauritius.
He emphasised that 200 years
ago, Indian labourers — de-
ceptively brought as ‘Girmiti-
yas’ to toil on plantations —
found strength in Lord Ram
and the Ramcharitmanas de-
spite immense hardship. :
He recalled his 1998 visit
for the International Ra-
mayan Conference while un-
derlining that Mauritius had
declared a half-day holiday to
mark the consecration of
Ram Mandir in Ayodhya.
Welcoming Modi at the
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PM Modi with Mauritiu conte

rpart Navin Ramgoolam at

Port Louis

on Tuesday. Earlier, Modi gifted Mauritius President Dharam Gokhool

Ganga water collected from Prayagraj during the Maha Kumbh,
emphasising the cultural affinity with the island nation where people

of Indian origin account for nearly 70% of the population

event, Mauritius PM Navin
Ramgoolam announced that
the country will confer its
highest civilianaward ‘Grand
Commander of the Order of

the Starand Key of theIndian
Ocean (GCSK)' on Modi dur- '_
ing National Day celebrations
on Wednesday. The tworepre-
sentatives will also hold dele-  of
gation-level talks that willbe

i

cial ties between the two
countries, Indian govt said.
In a special gesture, Modi
handed over OCI cards to.

Ramgoolam and his spouse

‘Veena Ramgoolam.

heritage and familial connec-
tions. e bedroc

famjj

Highlighting the shared

L

available to the sev-
g:tgl Z?e:eration of Pe&’gg‘;’:
Indian origin in Ma 1
The PM underscored tha
dia would be supporting sev-
eral initiatives tO nurmre_tge
Girmitiyalegacy,” govtsaid.

Modi also noted that India
Wasprivileged to be aclosede-
velopment partner of Mauri-
tius, He further said India-
Mauritius special ties played
akey role in India’s ‘Sagar’ Vi-
sion and its engagement with

the Global South. “Speaking
about tackling the shared
 Challenge of climate change,
he appreciated Mauritius’s
Partmership in the Interna-
- tional Solar Alliance and the
Global Biofuels Alliance ini-

- tiatives " the govt said.

With many in the audi-
ence tracing their ancestry to
Bihar and UP, Modi, an MP
from Varanasi, promised ef-
forts to restore Bihar’s glory
and predicted that Bihar’s

 Makhana would become a

global snack staple. He de-

India” and a vital bridge to

1e Global South, He also an-
ounced plans for a global
G Hiyadatabase, a univer-
-led study of their legacy;
potential world Girmi-
conference to trace their
irneysandsettlements.
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WASHINGTON, Mar 11 (AP)

PRESIDENT Donald Trumpsays
that he will double his planned
tariffs on steel and aluminum
from 25 per cent to 50 per cent
for Canada, escalating a trade
warwith the United States' north-
ern neighbour,

Trump says the increase of the
tariffs set to take effect on
Wednesday is a response to the
price increases that the provin-
cial government of Ontario put
on electricity sold to the United
States.

“Thaveinstructed mySecretary
of Commerce to add an ADDI-
TIONAL 25 per cent Tariff, to 50
per cent, on all STEEL and ALU-
MINUM COMING INTO THE
UNITED STATES FROM CANA-
DA, ONEOFTHEHIGHEST TAR-
IFFING NATIONS ANYWHERE
INTHEWORLD," Trump posted
Tuesday on Truth Social.

The US stock market prompt-
ly fell following the social media
post.

pressure on \
has a legitimate plan
to grow the economy
instead of perhaps
pushingitinto areces-
sion.

Trump was set to
deliver an afternoon
addressto the Business
Roundtable, a trade
association of CEOs
that during the 2024 campaign
he wooed with the promise of
lower corporale tax rates for
domestic manufacturers. Buthis
plans for tariffs on Canada,
Mexico, China, steel, aluminum
— with more to possibly come
on Europe, Brazil, South Korea,
pharmaceutical drugs, copper,
lumber and computer chips —
would amount to a massive tax
hike.

The stock market's vote of no
confidence over the past two
weeks puts the president in a

bind between his enthusiasm for
taxing imports and his brand as
a politician who understands
business based onhisown expe-
riences in real estate,
media and marketing.

Harvard University
economist Larry
Summers, a former
Lreasury secretary for
the Clinton adminis-
tration, on Monday
put the odds of a
recession at 50-50.

“Allthe emphasisontariffs and
alltheambiguityand uncertainty
has both chilled demand and
caused pricestogoup,” Summers
posted on X. “We are getting the
worsl of both worlds - concerns
aboutinflation and an econom-
ic downturn and more uncer-
tainty about the future and that
slows everything.”

The  investment  bank
Goldman Sachsrevised downits
growth forecast for this year to
1.7 percentfrom 2.2 per cent pre-
viously. It modestlyincreased its

recession probability to 20 per
cent “because the White House
has the option to pull back pol-
icy changes if downside risks
begin to look more serious”.

Trump has tried to assure the
publicthathis tariffswould cause
abitofa“transition” to theecon-
omy, with the taxes prodding
more companies to begin the
vears-long process of relocating
factories to the United States to
avoid the tariffs. But he set off
alarms in an interview broad-
cast on Sunday in which he did-
n't rule out a possible recession.

“I hate to predict things like
that,” Trump said on Fox News
Channel’s “Sunday Morning
Futures."

“Thereis aperiodof transition,
becausewhat we're doingis very
big. We're bringing wealth back
toAmerica. That'sabig thing. And
there are always periods of — it
takes a little time. It takes alittle
time. But I don't — 1 think it
should be great for us. | mean, |
think it should be great.”
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uthwestern Balochistan pro- a halt near a tunnel

passengers was en route
from Quetta to Peshawar, ..

Bomblng TraCks a distance of 1,600km,

ISlamabad Efhnic! Bajoch when it was hijacked

S"elsm’gen"s hijacked a pas- | around 1.30pm (IST) Ay,
TEEr train in Pakistan’s so- near Sibi, and brought to % ‘ i
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