NEW DELHI, Mar 9 (IANS)

INDIA and the Eur

Unionaresched egin
the next round of talks for a
proposed Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) from

Monday in Brussels with the
aim of concluding the talks
by the end of this year, asen-
ior official said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and  European
Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen had
agreed to expedite the con-
clusion of the India-EU Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) by the
end of the year at their meet -
ing in Delhi last month.

"A Free Trade Agreement
between the EU and India
would be the largest deal of
this kind anywhere in the
world. I am well aware it will
not be easy. But I also know
that timing and determina-
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PM Narendra Modi
and European
Commission
President Ursula
von der Leyen had
agreed to expedite
the conclusion of
FTA by the end

of the year.

tioncount and thatthis part-
nership comes at the right

moment for both ofus,” Von
der Leyen, said during her
two-day visit to India.

Her statement came
againstthebackdropofmas-
sive tariff hikes proposed
against all countries by US
President Donald Trump
under his ‘America First’ pol-
icy which is threatening to
disrupt global trade and
heighten uncertainty in the
global economy.
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GDS visit solidified I

NEW DELHI, Mag9 (PTI

CHIEF of Defence Staff General
Anil Chauhan concluded a suc-
cessful visit to Australia from
March 4 to 7 during which the
deliberations focused on
strengthening military coopera-
tion, with the emphasis on mar-
itimesecurityin the Indo-Pacific
regionandotherkeyaspects, the
Defence Ministry has said.

The Ministry said the visit
underscored thegrowing engage-
ment between the two nations
under the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership, empha-
sising shared commitment
towards regional security and
military collaboration.

During his visit, General
Chauhan was accorded a cere-
monialguard ofhonourand tra-

ditional welcome upon hisarrival
at the Russell Offices of the
Australian Defence Force, where
he held high-level discussions
with Admiral David Johnston,
Australia’s Chief of Defence Force
and with the Chiefs of Staff
Committee, it said.

The CDS also visited
Headquarters Joint Operations
Command (HQJOC), gaining
insights into Australia’s opera-
tional command structure and
exploringavenues for enhanced
joint operations.

He also paid a visit to Forces
Command Headquarters,
Australian Army and Fleet
Headquarters, Royal Australian
Navy, fostering deeper coordi-
nation in maritime security and
strategic  operations, the
statement said.



China defends its US
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spending amounted to over USD 890 billion
as proposed by President Donald Trump.

BEUING, Mar 9 (PTI)

CHINA on Sunday defended its
USD 249 billion defence budg-
et, which is next only to the US,
saying it faces tough challenges
in safeguarding sovereignty and
the increased amount will be
used to develop new-domain
forces with the latest combat
capabilities and joint strikes by
itsarmed forces. Chinese Premier
Li Qiang announced on
Wednesday in the parliament
that the planned defence expen-
diture for the country this year
is 1.784665 trillion yuan (about
USD 249 billion).

“The Chinese military faces
tough challenges in safeguard-
ingnationalsovereigntyandter-
ritorial integrity,” Delfence
Spokesperson Sr. Co. Wu Qian
said during the ongoing annual
parliament session. Last year,

China increased its defence
budget by 7.2 per cent to about
USD 232 billion (1.67 trillion
vuan).China has theworld’s sec-
ond-largestmilitarybudgetafter

the US, whose latest defence
spendingamountedtoover USD
890 billion as proposed by
President Donald Trump. While
China cites the heavy US budg-
et,itsincreasingdefence spend-
ing is putting pressure onneigh-
bours, especially India.

The Chinese defence spend-
ing amountedto three times that
ofIndiasRs6,81,210crore (about
USD 78.8billion). China'sdefence
budget figures are viewed by crit -
ics with scepticism in light of
massive military modernisation,
including building aircraft car-
riers, rapid construction of
advanced naval ships and mod-
ern stealth aircraft being carried
out at a feverish pitch by the
Chinese military.

Wu said the increased expen-
diture will be mainly used to
develop new-domainforces with
new combat capabilities and to
enhancesystemsand capacity for
reconnaissance and early warn-
ing, joint strikes, battlefield sup-
portand integrated logistics sup-
port.




Madhav National p i
[ndia’s 58th tlger -. ki

"JOURNEY OF TH

LANDMARK YEARS

1969 | Ban on the export
of all wild cat skins

1972 | wildlife
Protection Act enacted

1973 | Project Tiger
launched

2006 | Amendment in the
wildlife (Protection) Act,
resulting in establishment
of the National Tiger
Conservation Authority
(NTCA) and the Wildlife
Crime Control Bureau
(wCCB)

2010 | Global Tiger
Reserve Day celebrated
to bolster international
efforts for tiger
conservation

2023 | International
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STATE-WISE LIST OF TIGER RESERVES
O Madhya Pradesh 9
Maharashtra (IR 6

-; "'f)’n,
; "’ STIGER*

Karnataka, Rajasthan and TN [N 5 each
Assam and Chhattisgarh: IR 4 each
Arunachal Pradesh and UP B 3 cach

' ;ea:r

POPULATlON
.IN INDIA

No. of tigers 2 ”;

2,967

1Hﬂp} 1“1 ) j ! 25

Big Cats Alliance (IBCA) Kerala, Odisha, Telangana, U'khand & WB I 2 each
launched " Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand & Mizoram [l 1 each

Vishwa.Mohan reserves are constituted us- dia isblessed with wildlife di-
@timesofindia.com ing a core/buffer method to versity and a culture that cel-

| promote tiger conservation ebrates wildlife.
. New Delhi: India has added through multiple efforts on “With historic emphasis
: the 58th tiger reserve to its ; the ground, including pro- laidonrestoringthe ecologi-
. _tally with the latest entrant tecting habitats of the big caldiversityon planet Earth

: beingMadhavNational Park
+ In Madhya Pradesh. The ex-
. pansion of such reserves un-
. - derscores the country’s com-
§ mitment to provide exten-
+ slve and diverse habitats for

E Tiger reserves, spread
acrosslﬂufmdlajtiser

 range states, cover
more than 82,836 2, eﬁn, Such

cats. The Madhav Tiger Re-
serve hasbecome theninth ti-
ger reserve of Madhya Pra-
desh, the highest in any state.

PM Narendra Modi on
Sunday hailed the develop-
ment, saying the country will
always be at the forefront of
pro
tributing to a sustainable
p]amf‘. He underlined that In-

.n'.;tp¢¢ony aooatndtl0lillllltl!5hlifl l!ll!l'lll!lltil.ll'!ll prasrRsRAsERRRRE IS (]

ing animals and con-.

by PM Narendra Modi, India
continues to make great
strides in environmental
protection and wildlife con-
servation.. The develop-
mentisa t&stament tothere-
lentless efforts of our forest
officials who are se]ﬂessly
working towards the cause,’
environment minister Bhu-
pender Yadav said.
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ces crept miles through a gas
pipelinenearthetown of Sudz-
ha in an attempt to surprise
Ukrainian forces as part of a
major offensive to gject Ukrai-
nian soldiers from the western
Russian region of Kursk, pro-
Russian war bloggers said.
Theruse wasamong moves
aimed at cutting off thousands
of Ukrainiansoldiers inthere-
gion ahead of Ukrainian talks
with the US on a possible peace
deal to end the war. Ukrainian
troops seized about 1,300sgkm
of Russia’s Kursk region in
Aug in what Kyiv said was an
attempt to gain a bargaining
chip in future negotiationsand
1o force Russia to shift forces
from eastern Ukraine. y
Russia has been pressing
itspushtoregain controlof the
region with some sucoess in re-
cent days. Open source maps
on Friday showed Kyiv's cont-
ingent in Kursk nearly surro-
unded afierrapid Russian adv-
ances. “The lid of the smoking
cauldron isalmost closed,” for-
mer Russian President Dmitry
w said on Telegram,

Russia forces use gas pi
to reach Ukrainians It

Kyiv Says Russians Detected And Hit With Boe

President Zelensky quipped about his attire on Sunday, in apparent
reference to his spat with Trump. Concluding his speech at an event in
Kyiv on Sunday, he joked, ‘Sorry I'm not in a suit’, earning applause

5ts, Drones; 24t
'

. After Rapid Advances BY Moscow
policymmfﬁ!j{‘gma’;g:m

court that Ukraine will |
jose the warand that Trumpis
st

and thesharingof intelligence
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Musk threatens to shut
Starlink for Ukraine;

- Poland to seek options

oland, which pays for Ukrai-

ne’s Starlinkinternet servi-
ces, may seek an alternative if
Elon Musk’s company proves to

be “unreliable”, the foreignmin-
ister said Sunday. Musk saidina

poston X, that Ukraine's “entire
front line would collapseifl
turned it (Starlink) off", He said
hewas“sickened by ... years of
astalemate that

Thank Starfink. Without

it, Russia would be near

Poland: Rubio to Warsaw
S secretary of state Marco

Rubio accused Poland's for-
eign minister Radoslaw Sikorski

of “making things up” and sugg-

ested hewasungrateful,ina
rebuke after Sikorski said Ukra-

inemay need an alternativeto

Starlink. “Say thank you becau-
se without Starlink Ukraine wo-

Poland right now," he said.Inre- ~ likea large pipe. Qwing @ :
W 3

sat Maps Show

turning his back
The US

Ukraine after a meeting
e vveen Trump and President

.
-

Volodymyr Zelensky onFeb28

descended into acrimony.

 plytoSikorski's post, Muskwro-  lefield re

a5 te: “Be quiet, smallman. Youpay on both sides, Reuer® % :
~ atinyfractionofthe cost. There  unable to verisy the ree®™
- Isnosubstitute for Starlink.”
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Matina Stevis-Gridneff
and Vjosa Isai

£l wo friends from Alberta,
: both with strong careers
: overseas and similar
i backgrounds — Harvard and
: Oxford graduates, members
: of theliberal global elite—are
: vying to replace Justin Tru-
: deau as leader of the Liberal
: Party and of the country just
: asCanadafacesagenerational
: crisis because of Trump’s ta-
: riffsandsovereignty threats. *
: Some 4,00,000 Liberal Par-
: ty members have been casting
: ballots in their party’s impor-
: tant leadership race to decide
¢ who will succeed Trudeau and
: mark a new era in Canadian
: politics. Whoever wins will ha-
: Ve to call a general election,
: whichmust be held by Oct, but
: could takeplacesooner; There-
! sultsof theel tion will be an-
i nounced at an event in Otta-
: wa,the capital, at 6.30pm Sun-
: day(4am IST Monday). :

: Who are the candidates?

The race is between Mark
: Carney, 59, theformergovernor
: of the Bank of Canada and the
. Bank of England and a promi-
- nent green investor, and ex-fi-
nance minister Chrystia Free-
land, 56, whose resignation tri-
ggered Trudeau's decision to

, E]ublicsectoras asenior official
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Mark Carney, 59, the former
governor of the Bank of Canada
and the Bank of England

Chrystia Freeland, 56, the former
FM whose resignation triggered
Trudeau's decision to step down

and former member of parlia-
ment; isalsorunning.
Freeland and Carney sha-
re similar backgrounds and
are both considered technical-
1y competent centrists with a
preference for fiscal discipli-
ne. Freeland had a successful
career in international jour-
nalism but has been a promi-
nent politician in Canada for
the past 10 years. Her record as
finance minister and, previo-
usly, foreign minister, is being
closely scrutinised. Her detra-
ctors hold her accountable for
notstanding up to Trudeau.
She has tried to reintrodu-
ce herself to the Canadian pu-
blic as a more grassroots can-
didate who has listened to cri-
tiques and will abandon unpo-
pular policies such as Trude-
au’s tax on carbon emissions,
She’s pitched herself asthe be-
stpersontostand upto Trump.
Carneyhasnotbeena tradi.
tional politician. He joined the

critics accused him of inciting
fear by suggesting Brexit wo-
uld hurt the economy:

Their campaign promises
Carney’s plan is centered
on boosting Canada’s econo-
my, which has been hobbled by
inflation and low productivity,
The high costs of housing has
become a central issue in Ca-

‘nada, and Carney has pledged

to build 4 million homes over
several years. Like Freeland,
Carney also plans to jettison
Trudeau's carbon tax.
Freeland’s platform focus-
eson policy areas that have be-
come liabilities for the Liberal
Party, including an emphasis
on tackling Canada’s physici-
anshortage, increasingmilita-
ry spendingand countering fo-
reign interference in politics.

What happens next?

. Whathappens next willde-

pend on who the new leader is.
Carney does not hold a seat in
parliament, His campaign has
indicated he would call electi-
ons soon after. Freeland, who
holds a parliamentary seat, to-

IdNYT that she'd consider wh-

etheraquick election wasago-

od idea given the tariff

. S
and itsimpact on eoonulmfﬁ‘ 3
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