India sends r
'US for Bofors

Seeks Details On
Alleged Bribe
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New Delhi: India has sent a
judicial requestto the United
States, seeking crucial infor-
mation in connection with
the Rs 64-crore Bofors case,
potentially marking the revi-
valof theprobe intothescan-
dalrelated to the purchase of
156mm field artillery guns
from Sweden under the

Congress govt led by Rajiv

Gandhi in the late 1980s.

The Central Bureauof In-
vestigation (CBI) sent a let-
terrogatory(LR), issuedbya
special court, to the US justi-

ce department a few days

ago, sources 'toid ‘1’1?%1“t gé
agency has sought case deta-*
ils which Mic er

- thebrib

LENS ON

equest t

-

igned 31,437cr
Swedish arms
company AB Bofors for 400
155mm field Howitzer guns
for the Army

1987 | Swedish radio channel
| alleged Bofors paid 64cr
bribe to politicians, defence

-OLD SCANDAL

'alegedly served as conduit

personnel to secure the deal | for bribes, named
1990 | FIR lodged by CBI 2004 | Rajiv Gandhi cleared
1999, 2000 | Chargesheets 2005 | CBI case quashed by HC
filed. Italian businessman 2011 | Quattrocchi discharged
Ottavio Quattrocchi, who from case
fax, had regarding the kick-  tagedhis probe.
backs that Swedish arms = Theagency had first app-
manufacturer A B Boforsal-  roached the court in Delhi in
legedly paid to bagthe order  Oct, informing it about their
for 400 howitzersfrom India. - plan to seek details from the
- In 2017, Hershman had US authorities. The move
- claimed that then PM Rajiv =~ was prompted by Hershman,

‘Gandhi was “furious” when

he.had found a Swiss bank . political circles because of
his involvement with the Bo-

 fors case, agreeing to coope-

~account ‘Mont Blanc’,

who shot into prominence in

rate with Indian agencies.
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ICJ elects Japanese Judge
Iwasawa Yuji as new Presi

THE HAGUE, Mar 4 (IANS)

as been elected as the new
CourtofJustice (ICJ) inThe Hague,
Netherlands. He will succeed former
| IC] President Nawaf Salam, who
resigned in January before his term
expired.

ThelC] announced on Monday that
Iwasawa Yuji had been elected as
President of the Court by his fellow
judges. President Iwasawa has beena
Judge of the Court since June 22,2018.
Before joining the Court, President
Iwasawa was a Professor of
International Law at the University of Tokyo and Chairperson
of the United Nations Human Rights Committee.

He became the second Japanese national to have taken the
Court’s top post, following Hisashi Owada, a former Japanese
judge who served as the President of the ICJ] from 2009 to 2012.

Speaking to NHK World Japan, Iwasawa said that he wants
to contribute to the IC]’s efforts to promote the rule of law and
peaceful solutions to disputes.

The President and Vice-President of IC] are elected by the
members of the Court every three years by secret ballot. An
absolute majority is required, and there are no conditions of
nationality. The President and Vice-President may be re-elect-
ed. The President leads all meetings of the Court, overseeing its
operations and administration with the help ofa Budgetary and
Administrative Committee, as well as other committees made
up of Court members. In the case of a tie during judicial delib-
erations, the President has the authority to cast a deciding vote.

JAPANESE Judge
Presidentofthe Inte













Beijing retaliates with tar
-~ up to 15% on US farm exp

1 resident Trmhp\lguncﬁ Wart -;'

against Ameﬁ' A's-three
biggest trading partners dra-
¢ wingimmediateretaliation fr-
om Mexico, Canada and Chi-

' na.Justaftermidnight, US im-

posed 25% taxes, or tariffs, on
Mexican and Canadian im-
ports, though helimited thele-
vy t010% on Canadian energy:.
Trump also doubled the tariff
he slapped last month on Chi-
nese products to 20%.

Beljing retaliated with ta-
riffs of up to15% on a wide ar-
ray of US farm exports. It also
expanded the number of US
companies subject to export
controls and other restric-
tions by about two dozen.

Canadian PM Trudeau sa-
id his country would plaster
tariffs on more than $100 bil-
lion of American goods over
the course of 21days.

President Claudia Shein-
baum said Mexico will impose
its own retaliatory tariffs. She
said will announce the produ-
cts Mexico will target on Sun-
dayinapublicmtinMe:dco

mnﬁs

med investor Who

runs the sprawling

% X *Varren Buffett the fa
Berkshire

conglomerate

‘Hathaway, described tariffs

as “anactof war” inaninter-
view with CBS that aired on
Sunday. “Over time they’re
attacks on goods,” Buffett sa-
1d, responding to a question
about their inflationary im-
pact, suggesting that consu-
mers will face higher prices
asaresult. “Imean, the tooth
fairy doesn’t pay them,” he

-said. The rebuke of Trump’s

tariff plans came just before
sweeping tariffs on Canada
and Mexico went into effect.
Berkshire Hathaway
has recently built up a large
investment in treasury bills,
govt debt that’s g Jess risky
alternative to corporate
bonds and stocks, “You alwa:
ys have to ask that question
in economics And then
what?” Buffett said. “Prices
will be higher 10 years fror

now, 20 years from now, 30 ye
mtz‘omnOW" NYT
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