Taiwan to enforce stricter

citizenship laws for

dents would no longer be pro-
vided with leniency for perma-
nent residency in Taiwan as the
country is considering intro-
ducing stricter citizenship laws
due to China’s policies, accord-
ing to local media.

The Taiwanese Government
may remove the optional pathto
citizenship for Hong Kong and
Macau residents and is consid-
ering lengthening the terms of
permanentresidency eligibility,.

On the condition of anonymi-
ty, an official familiar with the

ents

matter told the ‘Taipei Times’
that in a bid to prevent the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
frominfiltratingTaiwan through
immigration from Hong Kong
and Macau, the Taiwanese
Government could amend immi-
gration laws for residents of the
territories who currently receive
preferential treatment. Under the
amendments, before becoming
eligible for permanent residen-
cy, arrivals from the Chineseter-
ritories would have to reside in
Taiwan for four years, up from
the current one year, and they
would no longerbeable to apply
for citizenship.



LONDON, Mar 3 (LANS)

BRITISH Prime Minister Keir
Starmier announced that Britain
will allow Ukraine to use 1.6 bil-
lion pounds (52 bil-
linn) of British export
finance to purchase

Read Editorial

reported, The goal is “to put
Ukraine in the strongest posi-
thon” so Lthe country can negoti-
wte from a position ol strength,
he added.

Western  {eaders,
including more than
a dozen European

more than 5,000 air | TRUMP'S WAY' | heuds of State and
defence missiles. on page 8 Canadian Prime
“This will be vital L Minister Justin

for protecting critical indra-
structure and strengthening
Ukraine," Stamer told a press
conference on Sunday follswing
i summit with Westemn leaders
in London, Xinhuo news agency

Trudeau, gatheredin London on
Sunday for a defense summit
aimedatadvancinga peace plan
for Ukraine, Starmer said lead-
ers at the summit had agreed on
a four-step plan o gunmntes

yaid (o Ukraine while the
conflict continues and increase
econvmic pressure on Hussia; to
ensure that any lasting peace
guarantees Ukraine’s soversign-
ty and security, with Ukraine at
the table for any negotiations: to
deter "any future invasion by
Russia™ in the event of a pence
deal and o establish a “coali-
ton of the willing™ 1o defend
Ukrnineand uphold peaceinthe
country, The leaders slso agreed
L0 meet again soon Lo sustain
the momentum behind these
efforts, Sturmer said.

The Prime Minister reaffirmed
Britain's commitment to sup-
porting the peace plan with
"boots on the ground, and planes
in the air.”

"Europe must do the heavy
lifting," hesaid, emphasising that
the agreement needs US back-
ing. “Let me be clear, we agree
with Trump un the urgent need
[oradurablepedce. Nowwe need
to deliver together," he said,

Earlier on Sunday before the
stmumit, Starmer announeed tat
Britain, France and Ukraine will
work on 4 ceasefire plan w
present Lo the LS.

W with Ukvaine 0 buy missles

' Ukraine ready to sign minerals
deal with US, says Zelenskyy

| KYIV, Mar 3 (ANI)

|
UKRAINIAN President
| Voledymyr Zelenskyy has
announced (hal Ukraine is
“reudy to sign” amineral sagree-
ment with the US, describing
| itasthe*first step toward secu-
rity guaraniees,”
Sharinga poston X, hewrote,
| “WWe are ready to sign the min-

erals agreement, and it will
be the first step toward securi-
ty guarantees. But its not
enough, and we need more
han just thai”

A ceaselire without securi-
ty puarantees is dungerous for
Ukraine. We've been fighting
ford years, and Ukrainian peo-
ple need wo know that America
is on our side,” he added.
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Myanmar junta leader to

Government tra
onMonday on an official visit to
a major ally of the Southeast
Asian nation that has been
shunned by much of the West for
overthrowing a democratically
elected Government and subse-
quent brutal repression.

Senior Gen Min Aung Hlaing,
who departed from the military
airportin the capital, Naypyitaw,
willmeetwith Russian President
Vladimir Putin.

The General is accompanied
by fellow members of the ruling
military council and Cabinet, as
well as military officials.

in Aung Hlaingwill also meet
with other top Russian officials
and discuss bilateral ties, eco-
nomic affairs and security with
the aim to strengthen strategic
cooperation.

Russia, along with China, is a
major supporter and arms sup-
plier of Myanmar’s military
Government. Russian-made
fighterjetsare usedinattackson
territory under the control of eth-
nic minority groups, many of
which areallies with pro-democ-
racy resistance forces.

Russia defends Myanmar's mil-
itary Government in interna-
tional forums,and theruling gen-
erals generally support Moscow’s
foreign policy agenda.



India, Belgium exploring defence

NEW DELHL M 3 00TT)

IMDEA nd Belgham on Monday
diwermsed the possihiliy ofbilu-
eral i ime securily congiera-
tion in the Indo-Facilic and
looked m1 ways to enhance
defence industrial tes,

Witys Lo bolster India-Belgium
delenpe enpagement (igured
prominently at & meeting
betwern  Belgiumy Princess
Astrid and Defence Minisier
Rigjnath Slogh,

The two sides ulso agreed (o
expl nrethe seing up ofon s
tutonilised defence cooper-
tion mechinism beiween the o
notions,  Belglan  Defenes
Mirister Theo Frascken was alsa
pair ool the Belgiom delegation,

Prineess Astehd s leading an
Eeonomic Mission to India that

comprises lop minlsters
business leaders.
aliles Cpis-
sily ENgRETIEnLE
i the Inedo-Paeiiic, particularly
maritime domain”  the
Diefence Ministry said.

1t said there were discusslons
on waysand meens 1o enhante
hilateral deferce indusirio coop-
eraticnand thatsingh welcomed
Belgiin investments 1 the
delence spcinr,

“Hesuggested that the Belglan
curmpienies could play an fmpor-
tantroleby espanding thelr foo -
prntinlndiadod integrating e
Indinn vendors in their supply
chalns," the Minisoy sakd.

“further, both  countdes
apreed (0 explore an institu-
tinnalised defence cooperation

" it said.

inedhanism,

in Indo-Pacific

World more than normally interesting at these times: Jaishankar

NEW DELHI Mar 3 (PTL

THE “steady” relationship
betweei Indi g Begiumbos
the Fll&&”l“‘l]y ol growing in a
MEere conlemparry formal
with conperation in aness of
semiconduciors, clemn anesgy
and  antiflcial  Inteligence,
External Alfairs Minisier §
Tnishankar said on Monday

Rl rdkoar made the remarks
thuring s meeting with Deputy
Prime Minister and Forelgn
Ministes of Delglum Maxime
Prisvist,

Prevotisvisitineg lndia o part
of i high-lpvel sconomic mis-
sion hesded by Helglum's
Primeess Askrid Uthat i3 ainted af
‘iiE‘llml‘:ﬁnlI:, shring up bilai-
eral conperation in several key
ireas.

The two foreign ministers
are kiown to have discissed
virints plobal  chalbenges,
including the simeation in

kritirve, “Lhe world 18 mone
than normally interesting a1
these  times”  Taishankar
remarked b hils i evised o pen-
ing remarks wt the meet ing

The remarks came amid
renwed focus on the kaaine
conflict after US President
Domild  Trump  and  his
Wkraininn colerpar
Aelenskyy rraded verbal blows
ot thie Oval Office in the White
Hrous=e lns week |'|1mdn=ngnl1-
ol attenton.

Jaishankar to
visit UK, Ireland
from 4-9

—
EXTERNAL A fnirs Minister




SC allows visually-impaired
Strikes down discrimina

NEW DELHI, Mar 3 (PTI)

IN A landmark judgement, ti
Supreme Court on Monday held tha
visually-impaired persons cannot be
denied opportunity of employmentin
judicial services, asitstruck downpro-
visions of the Madhya PradeshJudicial
Service Rules that excluded them.
The top court said, “It is high time
that we view the right against disabil -
ity-based discrimination, as recog-
nised in the RPwD Act (Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act) 2016, of
the same stature as a fundamental
right, thereby ensuring that no candi-
date is denied consideration solely on
account of their disability.”
Abenchofjustices] BPardiwalaand
R Mahadevan delivered the significant

rules

L on petitions, including a
tu case, over non-grant of quo-
o visually impaired and low vision
candidates in judicial services ina few
States. In the 122-page judgement,
Justice Mahadevan held, “Visually
impaired candidates cannot besaid to
be'notsuitable’ forjudicial serviceand
theyare eligible to participate in selec-
tion for posts in judicial service.”

The verdict said the amendment
made in Rule 6A of the Madhya Pradesh
Judicial Service (Recruitment and
Conditions of Service) Rules, 1994,
“falls foul of the Constitution, and is
hence, struck down to the extent that
it does not include visually-impaired
persons who are educationally quali-
fied for the post to apply”.

Italso said that the provision to Rule

ons in judiciary

7 relating to additional requirements
violated the equality doctrine and the
principle of reasonable accommoda-
tion, and struck down its application
to differently-abled persons who have
requisite qualificationsforapplyingto
judicial posts.

“Theoverall analysis would demon-
strate that a rights-based approach
necessitates that PwD (persons with
disabilities) must not face any dis-
crimination in their pursuit of judicial
service opportunities, and instead,
there must be affirmative action on
behalf of the state to provide an inclu-
sive framework,” the bench said.

It referred to the principle of rea-
sonable accommodation, as enshrined
in international conventions, estab-
lished jurisprudence, and the RPwD
Actand said accommodations be pro-
videdtothemasa prerequisite toassess
their eligibility.




Dhaka: Chief adviser Muh-
ammad Yunus said on Mon-
day that relations between
Bangladesh and India “re-
main positive”, withnodete-
rioration in bilateral ties,
despite “some challenges”
arising from “propaganda”.
“Some conflicts had been
seen mid-way. I would say, so-
me clouds were seen. These
clouds mostly came through
propaganda. Others will
judge the sources,” he said
as the interim govt in Dhaka
is set to complefe seven
months in office.
“We are trying to overco-

me these misunderstand

gs. There is no problem in
' basic relationship (with
a),” Yunus told BBC
angla in an interview.

Jew Delhi’s response t0
stater ent about the bila-

@dsssamssnsrrrinass

..............................

(between India and
B’desh) But our ties are
so deep, they "
will remain
good in future. ™%
There is no problem
in our basic relationship. And
there is no alternative to
mhtahlng good ties. There

pe” remains to be seen.

India had repeatedly ci-
ted targeted attacks on Hin-
dus, their temples and busi-
nesses in Bangladesh since
the ouster of PM Sheikh
Hasina on Aug 5 last year, a
charge Yunus denied on dif-
ferent occasions.

» Continued on P 12
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Japan ‘no’ to join UN m
citing support for

TOKYO, Mar 3 (AP)

JAPAN will not attend aUN con-
ference on the treaty banning
nuclear weapons, a lop
Government official in Tokyo said
on Monday, noting US nuclear
deterrenceiscrucial tothe coun-
try's security and that its partic-
ipation would send the “wrong
ssage.”

iefl Cabinet Secretary
Yoshimasa Hayashi said Japan's
national security is the primary
reason il will not participate as
an observer at the conference,
whichstartsMonday in NewYork.
“Under the severe security

environment, nudegieterrence
is indispens 0 defend the
i le's Lig#® and assets, as well
sovereignty and peace,”
Hayashi told reporters.

Japan's participation as an
observerat the conference would
“send a wrong message about
the Japanese policy (supporting)
nucleardeterrence and interfere
withour effort insecurity, peace
and safety.”

The UN Treaty on the
Prohibitionof NuclearWeapons
was approved in 2017 and went
into force in 2021 following a
decades-long campaign aimed
al preventing a repeat of the US

atomic bombings of Hiroshima
andNagasakiat the end ofWorld
War I1. Japan, despite being the
only victim ofthe nuclear attacks,
has refused 1o sign the treaty,
sayingits goalisnot feasible with-
out the participation of any of
the nuclear weapons states.
Hayashi said participating as
an observer would also interfere
with Japan's ongoing effort to
gain support for strengthening
the non-proliferation treaty and
hinder nuclear disarmament.
He did not give further details
about Japan’s next steps.
lapanese officials have said
they share the ultimate goal of

on N-arms,
deterrence

achieving a nuclear-free world
but that Japan needs to be real-
istic amid growing global con-
flicts. Atomic bombingsurvivors
and their supporters have criti-
cised Japan's Government for
making a hollow promise while
clinging to the US nuclear
umbrella.

The survivors and their sup-
porters have urged the Japanese
Government to participatein the
conference as an observer amid
growing global attention after
Nihon Hidankyo, the atomic
bombing survivors' grassroots
organisation, was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize last year.



