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New Delhi: As she pledged
EU’s support for a rules-
based international order in
the Indo-Pacific, European
Commission President Ursu-
la von der Leyen announced
that the 27-member bloc will
explore a future security and
defenee partnership with In-
dia — similar to what it has
with Japan and South Korea.
Sheidentified trade, technol-
ogy and connectivity as oth-
er areas for taking India-
EU ties to the next level, say-
ing the relationship can be-
come one of the defining
partnershipsof thecentury.
Without specifically talk-
ing about US President Do-
nald Trump or his trigger-
happy treatment of allies,
she also said both India and
" the EU stood to lose from a
world of spheres of influen-
ce and isolationism, and
- gained from a world of coop-
' eration and working togeth-
er “Because we can offer
~ each other distinctive alter-
natives and tools to make
~ purselves stronger, more se-
‘cure and more sovereign in
‘today’s world. The kind of of-
fer that cannot really be rep-
licated byothers,” she said.
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To Qmﬁe conclusion of
FTA by the end of the year
> Further focused
discussions on defence
industry and policy to explore
opportunities from new
initiatives and programmes
A review meeting with
rtners to take stock on the
MEEC initiative

Engage on maritime
domain awareness with a
view to promoting shared
assessment, coordination and
interoperability

> Convene the next meeting
of the Trade and Technology
bouncll at an early date

io deepen cooperation in
semiconductors and other
critical technologies

¥ e T
> Enhance the dialogue
on clean and green energy
between governments and
industry, with a focus on

green hydrogen

> Strengthening collaboration
in the Indo-Pacific including
through trilateral cooperation
projects

On a new security and de-
fence partnershipwith India,
von der Leyen said this would
help both sides step up work
to counter common threats
whether on cross-border ter-
rorism, maritime security
threats, cyber attacks or the
new phenomenon: attacks
on critical infrastructure.

“There is a lot that we can
build on. For instance, the re-

cent collaboration on mari- -

time security And I am de-
lighted at India’s interest in
joining defence industrial
projects under the EU’s Per-
manent Structured Coopera-
tion. India is working hard to
diversify its military supply
and to access new capabili-
ties. And I believe we can help
eachothertodeliveronourse-
curityobjepﬁm." shesaid.

Defence Pact

Talking about the geopol-
itical and geoeconomic head-
winds that both EU and India
are confronted with, von der
Leyen said the world had re-
ached another inflection
point. She said this was not a
time to place limits on India-
EU cooperation. “Or to get
stuck looking for agreement
on every issue of regional or
global concern. Itistime tobe
pragmatic and ambitious.
And to realign our priorities
fortoday’srealities,” she said.
Describing IMEEC as a
potential modern golden
road, von der Leyen said it
could make trade between
Indiaand Europe 40% faster.
“It is a green and digital
bridgeacross continents and
civilisations. This can be a
win-win-win for Europe, In-
dia and our partners. We are
ready to invest in concrete
projects that can already
start making these connec-
tionshappen,” shesaid,
i “MakeinIndiaand ‘made
inEurope’ can work together
to drive our industries for-
ward. And our common in-
terests in derisking our
economies, in particular in
sensitive technological ar-
eas, can help drive our eco-
nomic security” she added.
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GDP growth at 6.2%
 pegged at 0%

Times NEws NeT

New Delhi: India’s economic,

. growth in the three months to
. Dec rebounded on the back of
. a recovery in govt and consu-

. mer spending, exports and a_

. robust farm sector, while ser-
. vicesremained steady.
: Data released by National

Statistical Office on Friday

: showed GDP grew by 6.2% in

: from the upwardly revised
: 5.6% in the July-Sept period.
: Growth had slowed to a se-
: wven-quarter low of 5.4% in

: thethreemonthsto July, trig-
: gering calls for measures to

: revivegrowth.

o’ Forthefull202425 NSO.

: expects6.5% growthfromthe
eamerprojmion of 6.4 A:. |
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Sensex hits 8-mth
low, Z drops 28p

!\cross -the-board  selling, :
with IT stocks leading, :

pulled the sensex down 1414 :
points onFridayto73,198—an :
over 8-month-low. The rupee :
fell 28 paise to 87.5, pressured :
by weakness in markets and :

: - risingtradetensionsduetoes- :
: the Oct-Dec quarter of the . -
: current fiscal year, rising

calating tariff wars. P23

EPF rate remams

unchanged at 8-25%
anilr
sterest rate of 8.25 5.
ployees’ provident M!d v
posits for 2024-25, % 3

over 7 crore subscr 3
 Feb2024, EPFO had W“ :
the rate marginally
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.~ Summer Likely To
. Be Hotter Than
Normal: IMD

M
@timesofindia.com

: New Delhi: The past month
: wasthe warmest Feb in India

: since record keeping com-
: menced in the country in 1901

and the upcoming hot weat-

: her season (March-May) is

: likely to be warmer than nor-
: mal in most parts of the co-
: untry with a high number of

i heatwave days during the pe-

: riod, the IMD said on Friday.

: Both monthsof 2025so far
: have figured among top three
: warmest on record, as Jan
: was the third warmest since

consecutive month
when mean temps
in the country were
among 8 all-time
highest for the

while 4 others were 2nd or
3rd hottest on record

» Minimum temps have
been the highest on record
in 5 of the last 8 months

the output in certain states :
where sowing was delayed. :

the hot weather season.
» Continued on P 19
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President Putin not to violate
the terms of a potential peace
deal with UKkraine, even as he
refused to pledge US military
support for a peacekeeping for-
ce. “Ithink he’ll keep his word,”
“Trump said of Putin as he hos-
ted Britain’s PM, Keir Starmer,
at the White House. Of Putin,
the president said, “I've known

' him foralongtimenow.”
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© “Historymustbeontheside :
of the peacemaker, not the inva-
der,” Starmer said as he stood
next to Trump. “The UK is rea-
dy to put boots on the ground :
and planes in the air to support :
adeal, workingclosely withour :
allies. Because that is the only :
way peace willlast,” thePM sa- :
id. But his efforts to nudge :
Trump in Ukraine’s direction :
appeared not to have not wor- :
ked. Trump made no mention :

Trump’s comments under-

scored his embrace of
Putinahead of meeting
with Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelensky.

In the opening wee-
ks of his presidency, Tr-
ump has ended the dipl-
omatic isolation of Russia, fal-
sely accused Ukraine of starti-
ng the war with Russia and re-

 peatedly disparaged, Zelensky,
- including by calling him a “dic-
- tator.” He appeared to change

his tune Thursday. “I have a lot

",‘_!'of respect for him,” Trump sa-
~ id. Earlier in the news confere-
- nce, when asked if hestill thou-

ght Zelensky was a dictator, Tr-

- umpdeadpanned: “Uh, did Isay

that?Ican’t believe I said that.”
_Starmer was the latest in a
Seérles of European leaders to

~selves very v

of US forces supporting :
that included UK troops.

Thursday, Trump was

a peacekeeping mission,
In the Oval Officeon

asked what would hap- :
pen if Britain sent pea- :
cekeeping troops to Ukraine, :
only for Russia to renegeon a :
peace deal. Would the Ameri- :

: inag
v 0k g
: knc

hac

: ber

vir

cans come to the aid of the Bri-
tish in Ukraine? mthespanof a :
minute, Trump seemed to say

no(“They cantakecareof them-

(“If theymeed

ell”), and then yes :
help, I'llalwaysbe

with the British”), before lan-

ding back on no(“They don'tne-

ed help”), “Could you take on. :
Russia by yourselves?” Trump :

asked Starmer. Uneasy laugh-

ter broke out in the room. NyT
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