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UKRAINE'S Europed saswell as yOIl PUTUS: Zelensmy
other global leaders rallied behind

PresidentVolodymyr ~ NEW YORK/WASHINGTON, Mar 1 (PTI)

Read Editorial| Zelenskyy while the
SOUND OF White House touted UKRAINIAN President Volodymyr
supportforPresident  Zelenskyy has thanked US President
FURY Donald  Trump's Donald Trumpandthe
on page 8 “American First country for its support
strength” after a after departing the
remarkable showdown in the Oval Office White House following
between the two leaders. an unprecedented
Zelenskyy departed the White House showdown in the Oval

on Friday after an unprecedented verbal (Contd on page 5)

(Contd on page 5)



N By Nivedita Khandekar
NEW YORK, Mar | (PTI)

MULTILATERAL financing
agency International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has said that India
will retain its position as the
fastest-growing major economy
by clocking a GDP growth of 6.5
percent in 2025-26, on the back
ofrobustprivateinvestmentand
macroecanomic stability.
India’s strong economic per-
formance, the IMF said,
provides an opportunity for the
country to advance critical
and challenging structural
reforms to realise the ambition

Dy 2047

“Real GDPisexpected to grow
at 6.5 per cent in 2024-25 and
2025-286, supported by robust
growth in private consumption
on the back of sustained
macroeconomic and financial
stability.

According to the second
advanceestimatereleased by the
Indian Government, the coun-
try'seconomyisexpected to clock
agrowth rate of 6.5 percent dur-
ing 2024-25. “Headline inflation
isexpected toconverge totarget
as [ood price shocks wane,” the
IMF said after Article IV consul-

tations with India.
The IMF statement also under-
lined the need for deeperimple-
mentation of structural reforms
Lo boost private investment and
employment, and push growth.
“...Comprehensive structural
reformsare crucial to create high-
quality jobs, invigorate invest-
ment, andunleash higherpoten-
tial growth. Efforts should focus
onimplementinglabour market
reforms, strengthening human
capital, and supporting greater
participation of women in the
labour force,” it added.
Boosting private investment
and FDI, the IMF statementsaid,

was vital and would require sta-
ble policy [ramewaorks, greater
ease of doing business, gover-
nance reforms, and increased
trade integration. These would
include both tariflf and non-tar-
iff reduction measures.

It further said that despite
recent moderation, India's eco-
nomic growth has remained
robust, with GDP growth of 6 per
cent y-on-y in the first half of
2024-25. Inflation has broadly
declined within the tolerance
band of the Reserve Bank (of 2
to 6 per cent), though food price
fluctuations have created some
volatility, the statement said.



Taiwan sanctions 7
Chinese varsiti

TAIPEI, Mar 1 (IANS

TAIWA sanctioned seven
universities, dubbed the “seven
sonsof China'snational defence,”
that pose a security threat.

The Ministry of Education,
Taiwan, stated that these uni-
versities were founded by the
Chinese Ministry of National
Defence before they were trans-
ferred to the Chinese Ministry of
Industry and Information
Technology.

Taiwan’s Minister of Education,
ChengYing-Yaosaid, “Taiwanese
universities and research insti-
tutions are forbidden from
engaging in any academic activ-
ities or exchanges with seven
Chinese universities to protect
technology.”



Kurdish militants declare truce

In 40-year insurgency % furkey

ISTANBUL, Mar | (AP)

KURDISH militants who haye
waged a 40-year insurgency §n
Turkey declared a ceasefire o
Saturday in what could mark a
significant boost to President
Recep  Tayyip Erdogan’s
Governmenlt, iwo daysalter their
imprisoned leader called for the
group to disarm.

The announcement by the
KurdistanWorkers' Party, or PKK,
comes against the backdrop of
fundamental changes in the
region, including the reconfigu-
ration of power in neighbouring
Syria after the toppling of
President Bashar Assad, the

weakeningof the Hezbghh mil-
itant movement i Danonand

1ousands of deaths since it
began in 1984, The ceaselire is
the first sign of a breakthrough
since peace talks between the
PKK and Ankara broke down in
thesummerof2015.The PKKdec-
laration was published by the
Firat News Agency, a media out-
let close to the group, onSaturday.
It referred to the insurgents’
leader, Abdullah Ocalan, who has
been imprisoned byTurkeysince
1999. “We declare a ceasefire
effective today to pave the way

fortheimplementationofLeader
Apa’s call for peace and demo-
craticsociety. None of our forces
will take armed action unless
attacked,” it said, referring to
Ocalan by his nickname.

On Thursday, a delegation of
Kurdish politicians announced
Ocalan’s call for the PKK to lay
down its arms and disband after
visiting him on hisisland prison.

In its statement, the PKK’s
executive committee said
Ocalans callindicated thata“"new
historical process has begun in
Kurdistan and the Middle East.”
Kurdistan refers to the parts of
Turkey, Iraq, Syriaand Iran inhab-
ited by Kurds.



‘Iran needs to boost

ESMAEILBaghaer,
Ministry spokesperson, has said
itisa “responsibleandessential”
move for Tehran to maximise its
defence capabilities owing to
Israel’s threats.

Hemade theremarksina post
on the social media platform X
while reacting to recent com-
ments by Israeli Foreign Minister
Gideon Sa’ar, who had claimed
that “Iran has enriched enough
uranium foracoupleofbombs,”
andthreatened the countrywith
a military action to stop its
nuclear programme, as well as
the West’s constant criticism of
Tehran’s efforts to increase its
defence power.

nce
r Israel’

Baghaei said Israel’s Foreign
Ministerand other officials “keep
threatening Iran with military
action while the West continues
to blame Iran forits defence capa-
bility.”

He described the West’s criti-
cism as “outrageous and irra-
tional,” adding, “In a region
scourged by an occupying enti-
ty (Israel) that is long addicted
toaggression andlawlessbehav-
iour, it is only responsible and
essential to maximise our
defence capabilities.”

In an interview with Politico
in Brussels, which waspublished
onWednesday, the Israeli Foreign
Minister said Iran was “playing
with ways” to weaponise its
enriched nuclear material.



DHAKA, Mar 1 (PTI)

AN11-member Bangladestidel-
egation will travel to Indi
Monday for a meeting regardi
the GangaWater Treaty, which s
due for renewal in 2026.

India and Bangladesh are set
to hold the 86th meeting of the
joint committee of technical
experts next week regarding the
renewal of the 30-year-old treaty
for sharing the waters of the
trans-boundary river.

“The Bangladeshi delegation,
led by Muhammad Abul Hossen,
member of the Joint River
Commission (JRC), will reach
Kolkata on March 3 and imme-

ing of March 5,” The Daily
Star newspaper said here on
Saturday. The delegation will
return to Kolkata for a two-day
meeting under the aegis of the
India-Bangladesh Joint River
Commission on March 6-7,
according to a letter written by
RRSambbharia, seniorjoint com-
missioner (FM).

Abul Hossen told the newspa-
per that the joint river commis-
sion sits once a year to discuss
the cross-boundary river.

According to the Ministry of
Jal Shakti, India and Bangladesh

share 54 rivers. The Joint Rivers
Commission of India and
Bangladesh was constituted in
1972asabilateral mechanism to
address issues of mutual inter-
estoncommon / border / trans-
boundary rivers.

The Ganga Water Treaty was
signed on December 12, 1996 by
the then Indian Prime Minister
H D Deve Gowda and his
Bangladeshicounterpart Sheikh
Hasina. During Hasina's last vis-
it to India in June - weeks
before her regime was toppled
in August 2024 - the two sides
announced that technical nego-
tiations had begun for the renew-
al of the 1996 Treaty.



Goyal to visit Washington for

trade talks from Ma

NEW DELHI, Mar 1 (PTI)

COMMERCE and Indus
Minister Piyush Goyal wil#isit
Washington ne we India,
andthe USare planningtonego-
tiate abilateral trade agreement,
anofficial said. Thevisitwill start
from March 3 and the Minister
is expected to be in the US till
Friday, theofficial added.During
the recentvisitof Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to Washington,
India and the US announced
their commitment to more than
double the two-way commerce
to USD 500 billion by 2030 and
negotiate the first tranche of a
mutually beneficial, multi-sec-
tor Bilateral Trade Agreement
(BTA) by fall of 2025.

Goyalislikely toholdtalks with
USTrade Representative (USTR)
Jamieson Greer and US
Commerce Secretary Howard
Lutnickduringthevisit. The com-
merce ministry hasalready start-
ed engagements with different
departments on the India-US
trade aspects and related devel-
opments.

Theproposed agreementisan
opportunity to boost bilateral
trade and investments between
the two countries amid threat of
US President Donald Trump. to
impose higher tariffs on Indian
goods.Tariffs are import duties
imposed and collected by
Government and paid by the

anies to bring foreigngoods
nto the country.

The commerce ministry takes
viewsofall ministries concerned
on proposed trade agreements.

The nature of the agreement
would be decided by both sides.

Goyal has earlier stated that the
two countries can offer conces-
sions and duty reductions, as
their economies complement
each other.Normally in a free
trade agreement, two trading
partners either eliminate or sig-
nificantly reduce customs duties
on the maximum number of
goods traded between them.
Besides, they ease norms to pro-
mote trade in servicesand boost
investments.

During the first term of US
President Donald Trump, thetwo
countries had discussed a mini-
trade deal, but it was shelved by
the Joe Biden administration as
they were not in favour of such
pacts. In 2023, US-India bilater-
al trade in goods and services
stood at USD 190.08 billion (USD
123.89 billion in goods and USD
66.19 billion in services trade).
That year, India’s merchandise
exports to the US stood at USD
83.77billion, whileimports were
USD40.12billion, leavinga trade
gap of USD43.65billionin favour
of India. The country’s services
exportto Americawas USD 36.33
bn in 2023, while imports were
aggregated at USD 29.86 billion.



Shah directs security forces to ensure

free movement of people in Manipur

NEW DELHL, Mar 1 (PTI)

UNION Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday directed secu-
rity lorces to ensure [ree move-
ment of people on all routes i
Manipur from March 8 and also
called for strict action against
those creating obstructions.

The direction was given here
by Shah at a high-level meeting
where the security situation of
Manipur was discussed thread-
bare.The order bears significance
astravel throughtheareasinhab-
ited by Imphal valley-based
Meiteis and neighbouring hills
based Kukis was totally prohib-
ited since ethnic violence broke
out between the two communi-
ties in May 2023,

While Kukis travel mostly

Union Home Minister Amit Shah chairs a meeting to review security

situation in Manipur, in New Delhi, on Saturday.

(PTI)

through Mizoram (o go outside
the state, the Meiteis don't go to
the hills dominated by the Kukis.

This confidence building step
came 10daysafter Governor Ajay

Kumar Bhalla ordered those
holding illegal and looted arms
to surrender before the security
posts.

Chairing the review meeting,

Shahalso said the Centre remains
fully committed to restoringlast-
ing peacein the state and is pro-
viding all necessaryassistancein
this regard.

The Home Minister directed
that free movement of people
should be ensured on all roads
of Manipur from March 8,
according to an official state-
ment. He also said that strict
action should be taken against
those creating obstructions on
the roads. Those who attended
the meeting included Governor
Bhalla, Union Home Secretary
Govind Mohan, Director of
Intelligence BureauTapan Deka,
Deputy Chiel of Army Stalf and
Commander of the
Army's Eastern Command
among others.




